
CHAPTER XV. 

SOME OF THE MAKERS OF VERMILION COUNTY. 

SEYMOUR TREAT-DAN BECKWITH-FRANCIS WHITCOMB-182-HENRY JOHN- 

SON-JAMES D. BUTLER-HENRY JOHNSON- 182 I-ABSOLOM STARR- JOTHAM 

LYONS--JOHN JORDON-WILLIAM SWANK-JOHN MYERS-HENRY CANADAY- 

BEN JAMIN BROOKS-THOMAS O'NEAL-JOHN HAWORTH-ACHILLES MORGAN 

-HENRY MARTI N-1822-ROBERT COTTON-STEVEN D U K E e A S A  ELLIOTT- 

JOHN MILLS--ALEXANDER MCDONALD-4. R. MOORES--1823-JOHN L E  NEVE- 

WILLIAM M'DOWELL-1824-AARON MENDENHALL--CYRUS DOUGLASS-ROBERT 

DICKSON-JOHN SNIDER-DR. ASA PALMER-HEZEKIAH CUNNINGHAM-ELI 

HENDERSON-I~~~-AMOS W I L L I A M F L E V I  B. BABB---I~Z&WILLIAM WATSON 

-MICHAEL WEAVER-ABEL WILLIAM-SAMUEL GILBERT AND SONS-SAMUEL 

BAUM-JOHN LARRANCE-WILLIAM CURRENT-ANDREW PATTERSON-SAM- 

UEL COPELANU--LARKIN COOK-ANDREW JUVINALL--SAMUEL SCONE-W IL- 

LIAM JONES-WILLIAM WRIGHT-JAMES GRAVES-JAMES BARNETT-JOHN 

CHANDLER-ABSOLOM COLLISON-JOSEPH SMITH-SAMUEL CAMPBELL-4THO 

ALLISON-JAMES DONOVAN-WILLIAM BANDY-JAMES SMITH-WILLIAM 

BY-AKENEY-CHARLES S. YOUNG--CHARLES CARAWAY-LATH AM FOLGER-WIL- 

LIAM CUNNINGHAM-WILLIAM CURRENT-JAMES E L L I O W J O H N  D. G. CLINE 

-JOHN J O H N S J O H N  COX-EPHRIM ACREE-ADAM PATE. 

SEYMOUR TREAT. 

It seems impossible to learn much of Seymour Treat's life. The first thing 
known of him is that he lived at Fort Harrison, in 1819. When' Blackman re- 
turned from his trial to the Vermilion Salt Springs, in company with Barron, 
and fonned another company to return and claim the discovery of them, there- 
by betraying the trust of Barron, Seymour Treat was one of the men who re- 
turned with him. 

No record was kept throwing any light on the reason for selecting this 
party so that little idea of the character of these men can be had, at least as to 
whether they knew of the previous discovery by John Barron. The only real 
knowledge that is to be obtained now is of his residence at Fort Harrison. 

Seymour Treat cam!e to the Salt Springs, a mile and a half above the old 
Kickapoo town, the latter part of November, 1881. He with his wife and chil- 
dren, made the trip up the Wabash and Vermilion rivers in a pirogue, bringing 
tools and what goods they could not do without, and provisions t~ last them 
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during the winter. One a t  the present day can hardly imagine the pri~tions 
they endured. A hastily built cabin kept them from the cold, but that was all. 
The men of this first settlement included the two Beckwith brothers, Peter 
Allen, and Francis Whitcomb. They could hunt and find pleasure in the free 
life of. the wilderness, but wife and small children having none of these diver- 
sions found much to regret in the change from life at Fort Harrison. Their 
nearest neighbors were at the North Arm prairie, fully forty miles away. The 
old Indian town miles below their cabin was deserted and weeds grew in the 
fields where the squaws had planted the corn, and hoed the squashes. The loneli- 
ness of the life, and the effect of the absence of the comforts they had before 
enjoyed, is voiced in the words of Treat to the governor a year later :-"My farm 
ily remained on the ground ever since their arrival, except one who fell a vic- 
tim to the suffering and privations which they have had to endure in a situation 
so remote from a settled country without the means of procuring the ordinary 
comforts of life." This letter was written because of the fact that the treachery 
of Blackrnan had left even his followers without valid claim to the salt springs. 

After the different claims to the salt springs were settled, Treat, with Dan 
Beckwith, went to Denmark. Here Treat built a mill which he operated for 
some time. Seymour Treat was justice of the peace for a time while this ter- 
ritory was a part of the unorganized territory attached to Edgar County and 
while in this office he married Cyrus Douglas and also Marquis Snow. H e  later 
came to Danville where it is presumed he died and was probably buried in the 
William burying ground. 

DAN BECKWITH. 

Dan Beckwith deserves the record as among the first settlers of Vermilion 
County since his corning antedates the organization of the county itself. Dan 
Beckwith was a native of Bedford County, Pennsylvania. He  was born there 
in 1795. He was one of a family of six brothers and two sisters, who went with 
their parents into New York state, while Dan was but a lad. Three of these 
brothers came west and were residents of Vermilion County at one time. 

George Beckwith and Dan Beckwith left New York state together, and came 
to Fort Harrison in the summer of 1816, the year Dan was twenty-one years old. 
Two years later they went on to the North Arm Prairie, and lived with Jonathan 
Mayo's family. Here they made their home until 1819, when they went to the 
Vermilion Salines. 

Dan Beckwith was a man of pleasing appearance. He  was tall-full six 
feet, two inches. He  had broad square shoulders; was straight, muscular and 
spare of flesh, weighing, when in health, about 190 pounds. He was an expert 
axe-man and a shrewd Indian trader. Within two years after he came to the 
Vermilion he was to be found with an armful of goods such as the red man 
would fancy, in a place partly excavated in the side of a hill at  Denmark, trading 
for furs with the Indian. 

Later, through his efforts mainly, Danville had been selected as the County 
Seat, he built a cabin on the brow of the bluff, near the end of west Main street, 
and continued his trading. This cabin was not far from the present-day Gil- 
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bert street bridge, Later he had a cabin further west on Main street and formed 
a partnership with James Clymer and together they traded to  their profit. 

When the chosen site of the County Seat of the newly organized Vermilion 
County a t  the Saltworks was found to be impossible on account of the lease to 
Major Vance, and Denmark the already settled town had nearly secured the 
prize, Dan Beckwith, together with Guy Smith offered land at the present site 
and determined its location. 

Dan Beckwith died while yet a young man. H e  did not live beyond the 
days of pioneer Vermilion County. His death occurred at Danville, Decem- 
ber, 1835. He was buried in the old Williams burying ground. The city bought 
the privilege of opening a street through this cemetery of the heirs of Amos 
Williams and Dan Beckwith's remains were moved to Springhill. 

Both the children of Dan Beckwith are now dead. Hiram Beckwith was 
the father of two sons. His oldest son married Linne Williams, the daughter 
of Smith Williams, and granddaughter of Amos Williams. They were the 
parents of two children, Grace and Dan. Hiram's younger son, Clarence, mar- 
ried Grace Dickman and is the father of one son, Hiram William. Mrs. Lemon 
was the mother of two daughters, May Lemon and Laura Lemon Bird, whose 
first husband's name was Mott. 

FRANCIS WHITCOMB. 

Francis Whitcomb, the third of the first settlers of Vermilion County, who 
made any impress upon its affairs, was identified with two sections-the salt- 
works and Butler's Point. He came to the salt springs with the Blackman corn- 
pany and was one of the three with whom Blackrnan made the agreement to 
make partners in the profits of the saltworks. That he did not stand by his word 
has already been recorded. While the matter was being adjusted Francis 
Whitcomb continued working at the saltworks. I t  is during his stay here that a 
story is told of him which shows a kind heart and refined nature that expressed 
itself in unusual degree. I t  was after Seymour Treat had gone to Denmark, 
and there were no women at the saltworks, other than Baily's wife. This family 
of Baily's consisted of himself, his wife and two or three small children. Baily 
sold out to Mr. Luddington, and left his family, to go to the "Illinois River 
Country." Soon the children became ill and Mrs. Baily herself was taken ill. 
The men working at the saltworks were all unmarried. There was no one 
to give the women and children the needed care. 

Francis Whitcomb took as good care of them as a woman could. He pro- 
vided their food as well as possible where there was nothing to be had fit for 
ill people to eat. H e  did their washing, attended their wants, and rendered 
all assistance possible under the circumstances, with no doctors, and no drug 
stores near where aid or medicine could be procured. In spite of the care this 
young man could give the children, one by one wasted away, and died. No 
lumber or  plank was to be had with which to make their coffins, but the men split 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 101 

rough b a r d s  from a walnut tree that grew a short distance from Butler's 
branch, and made rude caskets. These strong men inured to hardships, silently 
and with sad faces buried the children, with no minister to  say a prayer nor 
relatives to  mourn as the graves were filled. 

Francis Whitcomb went to Butler's Point from the saltworks, and took up 
the farm afterwards known as the one Richard Jones lived on. The house he 
built is yet standing. He lived here a number of years and sold the farm to 
Henry Jones himself going to McLean County, where he died and was buried. 

Francis Whitcomb was the father of six children. His wife's maiden name 
was Jane Irwin. His children's names were Ira, Francis, John, Jeremiah, Ruth 
Ann and Temperance. 

Ira Whitcomb married Cynthia Wooden, the daughter of his nearest neigh- 
bor, whose house yet stands across the road from the old Whitcomb house. 
Ira Whitcomb moved to  Minnesota, where he lived until he died. 

JAMES D. BUTLER. 

With the exception of those coming to the saltworks, probably James D. Butler 
was the first settler in his section of the country. Mr. Butler came directly from 

' 

Clark County, Ohio, but he had lived in that state only six years so that he 
really came here a Vermonter in sentiment and habits. He was a native of 
Vermont, coming west from Chittenden County, Vermont, to Clark County, 
Ohio, in 1814. He left Ohio in the spring of 1820, and came to the point of 
timber which ran out into the prairie west of Catlin, and took up a claim. The 
land had not yet been surveyed by the government and put upon the market. 
Mr. Butler had friends come with him, neighbors from Ohio. They all put 
in crops and returned to Ohio in the fall, expecting to come back in the spring. 
Mr. Butler did come and brought his family with him, but the neighbors re- 
fused to come. They thought they had enough of the inconvenience of the new 
country. I t  took courage on the part of Mrs. Butler to come to her new home 
under circumstances such as these. True her husband was satisfied with con- 
ditions in the new country, but on the other hand the stories told by the others 
were very discouraging. But in the due course of time Mr. Butler and his 
family reached their new home and took possession of the cabin he had built 
for them the previous summer. His cabin was erected on the east side of the 
brook which is even yet known as Butler's branch and on the right hand side 
of the road going from Catlin to the old Fair Grounds. When Butler's family 
moved in they had as their nearest neighbors, Treat's family at the Salt Springs 
and to the south the newcomers since his return to Ohio, a man well known late 
in the county whose name was Henry Johnson. He had moved on the Little 
Vermilion in the early spring. Within a few years several families came to  
this neighborhood and Butler's Point became an important settlement and re- 
mained so for some time after the organization of Vermilion County. Near 
Butler's house there was a large oak tree, which had defied the prairie fires 
and all threats of wind and weather, which became a landmark and sentinel 
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which guided travelers crossing the trackless plains to  the south and west. 
I t  was called "Butler's Lone Tree." 

Later Mr. Butler prospered and built him a fine house, locating it near the 
corner of the old Fair Grounds, at the northeast corner. This house was almost 
a mansion as compared with all the other cabins. The logs were square-hewn 
and the corners of the building cut even with the line of the wall. I t  was in 
this house that the first court of Vermilion County sat. Mr. Butler was a 
man of good business, possessed a practical mind and was conspicuous in the 
affairs of Vermilion County at an early day. H e  had the thrift and energy char- 
acteristic of one born and reared in Vermont, as well as possessing their cour- 
age. H e  spent the remainder of his life in Vermilion County at Butler's Point 
and when he died was buried in the enclosure since known as the Butler Bury- 
ing Grounds. His wife was buried in the same burying grounds. James Butler 
and wife were the parents of four children, one son and three daughters. The 
son moved to Kansas, one daughter became the wife of her cousin by name of 
Butler, the second daughter became the wife of Marcus Snow and later of Cyrus 
Douglas, and the third daughter became the wife of a Mr. Fielder and after 
the death of Mr. Coleman, and went west. The two daughters first mentioned 
were buried in the Butler burying ground. 

HENRY JOHNSON. 

The year James Butler came to the place afterward called Butler's Point 
with his family, the first settlement on the Little Vermilion was made by Henry 
Johnson. Some doubt is expressed on the matter of date, however, and there 
is good reason to  think that he came in the fall after Butler returned t o  Ohio. 
A letter written by Henry Johnson addressed to William Luwery, the mem- 
ber in the Illinois legislature from Clark County at that time, and dated No- 
vember 22, 1822, is also dated at Achilles township, and from what is written 
in the letter it is evident that "Achilles township at that time embraced the 
entire of Clark County, watered by two Vermilion rivers and extended as far  
north as the Kankakee river." In this letter Henry Johnson states that "he 
had a knowledge of the affairs of this (Achilles) township since October, 1820." 
With that evidence it is fair to assume that Henry Johnson came to the Little 
Vermilion, some two miles west of Georgetown in the fall of the year that: 
James Butler came in the spring and put in a crop and in the fall about the time 
Johnson came, went back to  Ohio for the winter. 

- Mr. Johnson was a man of generous impulses and his neighbors long sang 
his praises. If a man was hard pushed for ready money and went to Henry 
Johnson he was sure to get it, if it was to be had, and the loan given so cordially 
was never to  pay interest. Mr. Johnson would never take interest on any money 
he loaned. Mr. Johnson sold his farm in about 1832 or 34, to Levy Long and he 
moved further west, to  the fertile strip between the Illinois and Mississippi 
rivers, called the "Military Tract." Here he was making a good farm until it 
was discovered that his title was worthless as  so many were, and he lost all 
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his land. Thus was the man of whom his old neighbors could say nothing but 
praise, who was known by the name of the "Gaod Samaritan," kind and generous, 
was rendered penniless by these "land sharks" and forced to go yet further 
west. He was after this lost to the knowledge ~f his old friends but his kind- 
ness was told by one generation to the next and his name kept a s  synonymous 
for generosity and helpfulness. 

ABSOLOM STARR. 

Absolom Starr came to Johnson's Point in 1821. This was the settlement 
begun by Henry Johnson, a brother-in-law of Starr's the fall previous. A b s e  
lom Starr came to  this part of Edgar County, as it was at  that time, directly 
from Palestine, Illinois. The land office was located a t  Palestine before it was 
removed to Danville. 

When Mr. Starr came he brought corn and wheat enough to  keep his family 
for a year. H e  also brought a good yoke of oxen and was well fixed to go 
into a new country to make his home. H e  brought his wife and four children 
with him. He built his cabin on section 36, near to his brother-in-law. So provi- 
dent a man had every reason to expect fortune to smile on him, but this was 
not the case, however. During the first winter in their new home he had a 
trivial injury to his heel, which resisted all treatment and he was assured that 
cancer had developed. A trip back to their old home in Palestine, where there 
was a physician living was of no avail, because the idea of cancer was con- 
firmed and there was great danger of having to loose his foot. However, he 
could not raise the money demanded for the operation and he came back to his 
new home discouraged and almost despondent. There was an old Indian doctor, 
called Bonaparte's Indian, who lived about there, and for the want of any more 
skilled practitioner, Mrs. Starr consulted him. By the use of some herbs he 
collected along the Vermilion river, he cured the diseased heel which the physi- 
cian at Palestine thought could be reached only by the use of the knife. Mrs. 
Starr nursed her husband back to strength, at the same time tending her garden 
and two acres of corn. Henry Johnson's kind heart helped this family to take 
care of themselves during these hard days. Mr. Starr lived until October 14, 
1829. He was buried in the old burying ground, now known as Mt. Pisgdh 
cemetery, near Georgetown. 

Mrs. Starr survived her husband and afterward became the wife of Mr. 
Jones, spending her last years on the farm she first helped get into cultiva- 
tion. She was the mother of eleven children and left many descendants in the 
county, among them being Mrs. J. W. Giddings. 

JOTHAM LYONS. 

Jotham Lyons took up land west of Henry Johnson about the same time. 
He lived here until his death, August 2, 1843. He  was buried in the present 
Mt. Pisgah cemetery, near Georgetown. His first wife, Elizabeth, died on 
Gristmas day, 1827, and was buried in the same burying ground. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



104- HISTORY O F  VERMILION COUNTY u 

The children of Jotham Lyons are scattered across the country. One son 
I 

has lived in the neighborhood of the old home and identified himself with af- 
fairs of the county. 

JOHN JORDON. 

Another man to settle in this neighborhood was John Jordon. John Jor- 
don came to Johnson's Point a short time after Absolom Starr arrived, but in 
the same year. 

WILLIAM SWANK. 

William Swank came to the southern part of the county in this year which 
saw the advent of Henry Johnson and Jotham Lyons. He entered land at where 
Indianola is located and became an active factor in the development of that sec- 
tion of the country. The all prevailing demand of the time for whiskey was not 
lacking in this section, and to meet this Mr. Swank set up a still-house down in 
the bottom, where he would make an occasional barrel of good pure liquor for his 
neighbor's use. The condition of this malarial country was one occasion of this 
demand for whiskey, and this primitive way of meeting it insured a pure article 
for consumption. Mr. Swank provided for the needs of his neighbors in another, 
and perhaps better way by the little corncracker which he had attached, which 
was run by tread-millpower, and did all the neighborhood grinding. So promi- 
nent in the affairs of this section did Mr. Swank become, he was given the credit 
of naming a village at the place now known as Indianola. When the village was first 
established it was named Chillacothe. Since William Swank was known ihrough- 
out this section as the "Father of Dallas," there is no doubt of his politics, during 
the decided Forties and Fifties when men held strong views on all questions 
of the day whether of politics or of religion. Mr. Swank came from the South 
and naturally clung to the habit of thought of his youth, and was an uncomprom- 
ising Democrat. He lived in the same neighburhood into which he first came 
all his life. His death occurred in the late seventies and he left children who 
remained in that section and perpetuated his name. 

JOHN MYERS. 

John Myers came to  the Little Vermilion as early as 1820 and settled on the 
land afterward the farm of the well known R. E. Barnett. While living in this 
place this man was much better known as "Injun John." He was a man whose 
nickname fit him more in its implication, and suggestion than in any other way 
although he earned it by his open hatred of the Redman. 

He  was a character noticeable in even those days when all individualities were 
prominent. In  the free life of the pioneer, there was little polish and every man 
was himself, to  be liked or despised as the case might be, but even then, some 
were more prominent than others because of unusual traits of character. "Injun 
John" was one of these. H e  was free with what he had, and expected every 
one to  be equally so. H e  had little love for property which was his own, and 
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no consideration for the rights of others. He was brave, self-willed and on the 
water would have been a gay buccaneer. 

John Myers had an eighty acre farm in Ohio, but the freedom of the new 
country in Illinois, which was as yet unorganized into counties, but was attached 
to Edgar County, appealed to him. So it was Mr. Starr, the uncle of Absolom 
and Barnett Starr, who had bought eight hundred and eighty acres on the Little 
Vermilion river at a land sale, found an eager trader in this man from Ohio. 
H e  traded his farm of 8 acres for this unseen 88 acres, and started to take pos- 
session thereof. 

On his way he passed his brother-in-law, Joseph Frazier, in Indiana, and 
told him he would give him a quarter section of this land if he (Frazier) would 
go on with him. This gift was not to be refused and they came on and settled in 
this section in 1821. The particular tract which Myers gave away that he might 
have company in his new home, afterward became a portion of the Sconce farm. 
The land was first bought by the Sullivants from Frazier in 1853, when they were 
the great land kings of Champaign County and were carrying out plans t o  develop 
a large estate in Vermilion County. The Sullivants cut the fine growth of wal- 
nut timber from the Frazier farm to fence in "broad lands." Myers was a 
fearless and untiring hunter. At one time just before he came to this section of 
country, while yet he lived in Ohio, a neighbor of his with his two sons were out 
in a sugar bush at work in the spring of the year, when some Indians surprised 
them and killed them. 

Myers gathered together a company and went in pursuit of the Indians. 
They struck the trail in the new snow and followed it until all but three of the 
pursuers gave out from exhaustion, one of whom was Myers himself. With his 
force so depleted, Myers told the other two that he would shoot the next one who 
refused to  go on. This increased the courage of his companions and Myers' 
physical endurance, pluck and determination to avenge his friends was catching 
"and carried the day," and the three overtook the Indians and had their revenge. 
This was the material of which Myers was made. A man of powerful strength, 
he would crack a black walnut with his teath and Inany a man found to his 
sorrvw that it was not wise to provoke him to a fight. 

H e  hated an Indian and was the first to be ready to go to the Black Hawk 
war and was one of those who made that war a disgrace to the white man. H e  
knew no such thing as discipline; abhorred tactics and did not believe in waiting 
for orders or supplies. He  made a great deal of trouble by his insubordination. 
Habits of intemperance had grown on him, and he would get very drunk and 
become abusive to the officers and everybody else. H e  wanted to go into the fight 
at  once; he had gone into that affair to kill Indians and he was impatient to begin. 
He came to "fight Injuns" and fight he was going to do, if no one else, then he 
would try his strength on the officers. He told these new fledged officers that 
they "knew no more about fightin' Injuns than a bear did about a camp meetin' " 
and he was put under arrest, to his surprise. 

While brave and generous, he had no! judgment about affairs and used up 
all his property before he died. He took an interest in every enterprise that was 
proposed. H e  lost much money in helping Simon Cox try to build a mill which 
never did get to be a success. 
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Jack McDowell was a handsome and lively young man who was struggling 
to get on in the world, and "Injun John" took a notion to him and made him an 
offer of a half-section of land, but, much as the young man wanted the land bhere 
was a provision that he should marry Myers' daughter, and that decided the 
acceptance of the gift. "Injun John" kept his land. He gave away or lost all 
his land and went oub to the Illinois River where he afterward died in poverty. 
Thus passed one of the most picturesque characters of eastern Illinois. 

HENRY CANADAY. 

Henry Canaday was a native of North Carolina who moved north, with 
his family, in the fall of 1820, and stopped over winter in Wayne County, Indi- 
ana. Two of his sons came on over the state line and put up a cabin in what 
is now the southern part of Vermilion County. His four sons were Benjamin, 
Frederich, William and John. The entire family took possession of the round 
log cabin which the two sons had built, and began their new life without neigh- 
bors other than the Indians who camped on the banks of the Little Vermilion 
in the spring of the year to hunt and fish. They would visit the cabin to beg and 
steal and trade but never seriously annoyed them. 

There were many sugar-maple trees on the land the Canadays had chosen 
for their home and they made sugar that first spring, but they were not con- 
tented and Benjamin returned to Tennessee, where their old home had been, and 
bought a farm. Soon the entire family returned to their old home but it was 
to stay only during tihe summer. They sold their property in Tennessee and 
returned to their cabin on the Little Vermilion river before winter. This was 
the fall of 1821 and their cabin was on what was yet unorganized territory at- 
tached to Edgar County. They had much sickness during this winter, having 
come from a different climate, and the nearest physician was at Clinton, Indiana. 
They had to go to mill on Raccoon Creek in Park County, Indiana, and Terre 
Haute was the nearest trading point. They had no horses when spring came 
and they broke ground with oxen. Wild deer was plentiful and they filled the 
smokehouse soon after they came with deer hams, and also had plenty of pork. 
When they first came the year before, they brought thirty hogs with them from 
Indiana and when they went back to Tennessee they left them in the woods. 
These animals lived in the woods and became so wild as to be a menace to stock 
for years afterward. Wild game was plentiful and deer, turkey and other fowl 
gave them a variety of food. The entire family occupied the one roomed cabin 
for some time, and the mother did the cooking by the fireplace; the floor was of 
puncheon, the roof of clapboards, held down with weight poles and the stick and 
clay chimney was built on the outside. 

About the second year of their living at this place, Henry Canaday, togebher 
with h r g e  Haworth, "set up a meeting," as it is called by the Society of 
Friends, when a new church was established. These two men and others who 
came afterwards to the neighborhood, built a log cabin in which they had meet- 
ings and later built a church of hewed logs. Sometimes the attendance was so 
small that Henry Canaday and h.is son, Benjamin, would go to "meeting" and 
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sit through the hour alone, in order to keep up the church organization as was 
.the demand of that society. 

Henry Canaday was very prominent in the life of the growing Vermilion 
County. He entered about two sections of land as soon as it came into market, 
and sold it off to new comers. Henry Canaday was a tanner and a blacksmith, 
and as soon as possible after the family came to their new home they managed 
to establish both trades. He could the better do this because of his four grown 
sons. He started a tanyard in which his son William worked, and also a tin- 
shop for his son Benjamin. William later carried on harness making and sad- 
lery but his father, Henry Canaday, never had that trade. 

Benjamin Canaday, the oldest son of Henry Canaday, was a t i k e r  by trade 
and during the winter of the big snow (1830)~ he made up a stock of tin ware 
and traded it off at Louisville for goods. These he brought back with him and 
put into a building he had put up for a store on his farm just west of Vermilion 
(later Vermilion Grove), on the Hickory Grove road. This was the beginning 
of his career as a merchant. He sold goods here for several years before going 
to Georgetown where he became the largest, and at  one time, the most successful 
merchant. 

Frederick Canaday, the second son of Henry Canaday, made a valuable farm 
just north of Vermilion station where he spent his life. He was the father of 
four sons and three daughters. His sons, William, Henry, Isaac and John, grew 
to manhood and settled around him. His daughters who became Mrs. Law- 
rence, Mrs. Patterson and Mrs. Ankrum, went the one to Kansas, the other to 
Bethel and the third lived near her father. 

William Canaday, the third son of Henry Canaday, married Miss Mary 
Haworth, in 1831, who was the daughter of William Haworth. They were 
the parents of ten children. These children settled in different parts of the 
country, a number of them near their parents' home. Mrs. Mary (Haworth) 
Canaday died in 1855 and Mr. Canaday married Miss Elizabeth Diament, in 
1873, for his second wife. 

John Canaday, the youngest son of Henry Canaday, lived all his life on 
the farm on the state road between Vermilion and Georgetown. He had a good 
farm and was a prosperous farmer. He was the father of five sons and two 
daughters. The Canaday family have been strong factors in the development 
of the county. His family of sons with their families of sons and daughters have 
made the name one of honor and pride in this section which Henry Canaday 
found a wilderness. 

BEN JAMIN BROOKS. 

Benjamin Brooks, the founder of the important settlement called Brooks' 
Point, came to this part of the county in the fall of 1821. His wife was the 
daughter of a Mr. Manville, of Madison, Indiana, and they were married in 
Indiana and came here directly from Jefferson County, of that state. The na- 
tivity of Benjamin Brooks is in doubt although there is no question that his wife 
was born in Indiana. 

Had it not been for the generosity of Mr. Canaday, Mr. Brooks would have 
been in a sad plight. Mr. Brooks had selected his land when he first came to live 
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on the Little Vermilion, and then went back after his family and another man 
put a claim while he was gone and secured the land. Mr. Canaday had some 
further up and let Mr. Brooks have it and it was settled so rapidly as to have 
the point of timber known by the name of Brooks' Point. 

GEORGE WILLIAMS. 

George Williams came early in the twenties in company with the Bargers, 
the Paytons and Thos. Collison, from Pike County, Ohio. His native state was 
Delaware. George Williams had two sons, Harrison and Abner. Mrs. Williams, 
the mother of these boys died of milk sickness in 1825 and the boy, Harrison, 
who was then! twelve years old, went to  live with Reason Zawley, in the Current 
neighborhood. An idea of the hardships of life at  that time is had in the tale 
of this boy's going to school in the winter time. The school term was limited to 
a short time in the winter months, and the boy, without shoes or stockings on his 
feet found the snow-covered road between his cabin home a dread one to travel. 
Without shoes he took a hickory board and stood it in front of the fire place 
until it became as hot as possible without catching fire. Wibh his hot board in 
his arms he would dash out of the house and run as far as possible through the 
snow. When he reached the limit of endurance, he would put the board down 
on the ground, and stand on it for a little while, then snatching it up would 
run on a little further. In this way he went to school and when he was ready 
to go home the same thing was done over. In 1834 Harrison Williams married 
Anna Gish, a native of Virginia who had come west when she was fourteen years 
old. She came with her parents and settled in LaFayette, Ind. Mr. and Mrs. 
Williams made Danville their home, owning property at  that place. Two years 
after he was married he bought the lot on the S. E. corner of North and Walnut 
streets. At this time the lot faced Walnut street and extended east as far as the 
alley. A deed yet in possession of the family shows that this lot was bought by 
Harrison Williams in 1836 for $30. The least the inside lots could. 
now be bought for is $150, per foot. This deed of Mr. Williams was 
never recorded and a number of years later Judge Terry was ordered by bhe 
Courts to make out a new deed, Mr. Williams' address at that time being un- 
known. Harrison Williams was a carpenter by trade and helped build Gurdon 
Hubbard's store which was the first frame building in Vermilion County. H e  
also helped erect the first Methodist church building. Mr. Hubbard's store was 
on the Public Square on the corner where the Palmer National Bank now stands. 
The church building was on the southeast corner of North and Vermilion streets, 
Harrison Williams moved to LaFayette, Ind., in 1840, and died there in 1851. 
'Abner Williams was a blacksmith and lived in Danville until he went to Scott 
county on the other side of the state. He  was married twice, the first time to a 
Miss Delay, a cousin of his, and the second wife was a Miss Judd. He owned 
the lot on the northwest corner of North and Vermilion streets. 

Thomas O'Neal, with his wife, Sarah (Howard) O'Neal, came from Nelson 
County, Kentucky, and settled at Brooks' Point in the fall of 1821. He was 2 
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native of Nelson County, while his wife was a native of Indiana. Mr. O'Neal 
first took up a claim near Brooks' Point, but three years later he entered near 
the Big Vermilion river. After he moved to the Vermilion river, he established 
a tanyard and made his own leather from which he made the shoes of the family. 
He made a leather from which he could make Indian moccasins and which the 
Indians would get from him. The winter months were spent in making rails 
with which to fence his land and clearing up the ground, thus adding about ten 
acres of tillable land to his farm every year. When the Black Hawk war broke 
out, he saddled his horse and with his gun on his shoulder, went into the service. 
His oldest son was also in that war. Thomas O'Neal remained in the service as 
long as the war lasted. When he returned home he again took up the work of 
improving his farm with renewed determination to make a valuable property, 
and met great success. H e  died September, 1861, and his wife died two years 
later. They were the parents of nine children who have kept the name a well 
known one through almost a century in Vermilion County. 

JOHN HAWORTH. 

John Haworth came to the little Vermilion at very nearly the same time as 
Henry Canaday and they were close friends as long as they lived. The two fam- 
ilies have inter-married and had common interests during all the years since 
their coming. A Mr. Malsby built a cabin near where Vermilion Grove is lo- 
cated, in 1820; however he did not stay but left his cabin and went to some other 
place, so his claim to citizenship is not valid. John Haworth, as early as 1818, 
was living in Tennessee, but had become so distressed with the institutions of the 
south that he could no longer endure life there. H e  lived in Union County, 
so he came to the little Vermilion river in the fall of 1820. Here he found 
the cabin deserted by Malsby and took possession of it and wintered in 
it. George Bocke, a son-in-law to Achilles Morgan, had a claim on the cabin, but 
Mr. Haworth bought it. John Haworth's cousin James later came to George- 
town. John Haworth's neighbors were Henry Johnson and Absolom Starr, off 
a few miles northwest; Mr. Squires and Thomas Curtis at Yankee Point, three 
miles east; John Mills, Simon Cox and Dickson to the west, with Henry Canaday 
near by. 

Mr. Haworth entered several hundred acres of land but he did not do this as 
a speculation. Indeed he was ready to sell it whenever he could find any one who 
would make a desirable citizen, and he would sell it cheap and on time if so desired. 
John Haworth's name has gone into history as a man well being called a Christian 
gentleman. He was the father of eight children. His uncle, a man of much 
worth, soon joined this settlement, and, together with Henry Canaday, established 
the strong Society of Friends in Vermilion County who were so great a factor in 
its development. 

ACHILLES MORGAN. 

One of the men who made an impress on the affairs of the county was Achilles 
Morgan, who came to this section in about 1825 or 6. He was accompanied 
with one at least of his daughters and her husband. They came from Virginia 
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where they as a family were great Indian fighters. Mr. Morgan located on sec- 
tion 15 and was from the first recognized as a leading man in affairs of the county. 
He was one of the first County Commissioners, who, together with John B. Alex- 
ander and James Butler, organized and set to going the machinery of Vermilion 
County. The neighborhood in which he lived was called Morgans and is perhaps 
the place platted and on record as Morgantown. 

HENRY MARTIN. 

Henry Martin came to this section with his father-in-law, Achilles Morgan. 
After going to Brooks' Point settled near Georgetown at a place afterward called 
Morgans. Some claim this family went first to Butler's Point and some even say 
they stopped at the salt works. Henry Martin was born in Maryland in 1786 
and moved with his parents to Virginia, where he afterward married Mary Mor- 
gan, a daughter of Achilles Morgan. He served one year in the war of 1812 and 
later moved to Illinois, making permanent settlement in the unorganized territory 
attached to Edgar County. He enlisted under his father-in-law in 1826 at the time 
of the Winnebago war and followed the lead of Gurdon Hubbard to protect Fort 
Dearborn from the Indians of the northwest. Henry Martin lived on the farm 
near Georgetown until his death, September 5, 185r. 

Henry Martin was the father of a large family, one of his sons being a well 
known preacher. Rawley Martin came with his father from Virginia, a boy of 
four or five years, who had a life of usefulness in the country of his adoption. 
He showed wonderful energy and perseverance, for, although there were no 
schools for him to attend, he acquired a very liberal education. He  had a very 
ambitious mother who was well educated, and through her influence he early 
became familiar with the contents of all the books possible to obtain, principal 
among which was the Bible. Indeed, he became so familiar with this book that 
he could repeat it almost verbatim. He early united with the Christian church, 
and in time was ordained preacher of this denomination. He continued in this 
work for more than twenty-five years. During this time he organized many 
churches in the county, baptized more than three thousand people, doing much to 
strengthen the cause of his chosen faith. He was a superior teacher of the scrip 
tures, was unyielding and uncompromising in his religio~~s convictions. He was 
an able and earnest defender of the faith. During the war of the rebellion he 
publicly denounced the right of secession and upheld the cause of the preserva- 
tion of the Union. He filled two terms as County Treasurer, the expression of a 
patriotic people of confidence in the man. Rawley Martin was the father of two 
children, one of them being Achilles Martin and the other, Mrs. George Dillon. 

JAMES HOAG AND SAMUEL MUNNEL. 

~ a m e s  Hoag and Samuel Munnel are both known to have lived along the 
Little Vermilion as early as this time, but little is recorded of them. 

ROBERT COTTON. 

Robert Cotton came to this section in the fall of 1822. He was born in the 
vicinity of Beardstown, Kentucky, and there grew to manhood and married Han- 
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nah Howard, who was born in the same place. They were the parents of two 
children before they left trheir native state to go t o  Switzerland County, Indiana. 
Thence they went to Decatur County in the same state and, once more moving, 
they came to what is now Vermilion County, Illinois. In many respects both 
Robert Cotton and his son Henry showed their Puritan ancestry, they being de- 
scended from John Cotton of Massachusetts. Robert Cotton lived but two years 
after coming to this section, dying while yet a young man in 1824. H e  left seven 
children, Henry Cotton, the son of Robert Cotton, was the next to the youngest 
of the children of Robert Cotton. He grew up amid wild scenes of pioneer life. 
The wild beasts abounded, deer were plentiful, and the wolves howled about the 
cabin door at night. The education of the Cotton children was had in a log cabin 
school-house with puncheon floors, the window panes of greased paper and the 
only means of heating being a long fireplace, across one end of the room. The 
school term was but a few months in the winter, and -the requirements of the 
teacher were but that he could read, write and cipher. Henry Cotton liked to go 
to  school and when he was twenty-two years old he had acquired enough informa- 
tion to tempt him to, in turn, be teacher. H e  taught school for two or three years, 
during the winters. During the time he was teaching school, Henry Cotton was 
married to a Miss Getty of Pennsylvania. During the summer months Henry 
Cotton would follow the life of the flatboat man. H e  made eighteen trips to  
and from New Orleans in this way. It was upon one of these trips that he 
met Miss Getty and soon afterward was married. They lived in Vincennes for 
eight years and then came to Danville township, and was on his way to pros- 
perity. H e  was working at  the carpenter's trade while not on the river. Smn 
the war of the rebellion broke out, however, and Mr. Cotton enlisted in service, 
joining the 125th Illinois Infantry. A year later he was obliged to accept an. 
honorable discharge on account of ill health. H e  left the country for other 
locations after this and did not return until 1882 when he came to Westville 
and became a merchant. H e  made his home here, serving as postmaster three 
years during the term of office of Pres. Arthur, and was justice of the peace for 
several years. 

STEVEN DUKES. 

Steven Dukes was born in Virginia and his wife, Rachel (Lewis) Dukes, 
was a native of Tennessee. They came to Brooks' Point in 1822. Brooks' 
Point was just east of Westville about where Kelleyville is now located. Their 
eldest son was born at that place January 25, 1828. 

ASA ELLIOTT. 

Asa Elliott, who was one of the most prominent men of the county in its 
earliest life, came to Butler's Point to make his new home in 1822. H e  was 
one of the second Board of  Commissioners of Vermilion County, and was the 
first justice of the peace. H e  was a good business man and very successful. 
His home, at  which the court was held just before the county seat was located 
at  Danville, was about a quarter of a mile from the west line of Catlin village. 
He had a log house at  first but built a better one. He lived here all his life and 
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after his death his son s d d  the property to Mr. Sandusky and moved to Kan- 
sas. Mr. Elliott was buried in the old Butler burying ground. 

JOHN MILLS. 

John Mills came to this part of Illinois in 1822, bringing his family with him. 
He settled in the northwest quarter of section 23, range 12, township 17, after 
a journey attended with many difficulties. He was a native of North Carolina 
and moved to  Ross Creek, East Tennessee, before the war of 1812. He was one 
of the men who belonged to the Society of Friends in Tennessee and left to get 
away from the institution of the South which was very objectionable to him. 
Henry Canaday and John Kaworth had both preceeded him. H e  came 
in company with George Haworth. Along their route there were various 
swamps, and when four or five miles south of Quaker Point, their destina- 
tion, they found themselves unable to go further. There were a half dozen girls 
in the party of neighbors who had made the trip together, and they started off on 
foot. Taking the teams from the wagons, which they abandoned, for the present 
a t  least, the men, women and little children came on as best they might. If the 
way was too difficult for the horses to draw the wagons, it could not be in very 
good condition for walking. They reached John Haworth's by dark, however, 
very glad to find their journey at an end, since he lived near Quaker Point just 
within the limits of present day Vermilion County. Later, the travelers man- 
aged to get their wagons free of the deep mud and taken on their way. John 
Mills settled among the Indians and wild animals and entered four and one- 
fourth sections of land, where he put up a round log cabin, with a puncheon floor, 
a great fireplace in one end of the room, with a stick and clay chimney outside 
and a clapboard roof. The house contained only one room but there was a loft 
where the boys slept. The nearest trading point was Terre Haute, and the pio- 
neers went to mill on Sugar Creek, in Parke County, Indiana, with ox teams. 
Deer were numerous, the settlers being able to kill them almost from their door. 
The wolves made night dismal with their howling, and the chickens, pigs and 
sheep, had to be securely housed in order to save them. The woods were full 
of bee trees and there was an abundance of wild fruit. This section of the coun- 
try was almost literally a "land flowing with milk and honey," but there was much 
sickness. The  death of Hannah Mills was the first one in the neighborhood. 
She died in the summer of 1823, and her remains were the first to be buried in 
what is now Vermilion Grove Cemetery. Mr. James Haworth, who accom- 
panied John Mills t o  Illinois and settled near him, was the father of eleven chil- 
dren, most of whom lived to maturity and did their part in molding the affairs 
of Vermilion County. 

ALEXANDER M CDONALD. 

(Written by R. D. McDonald.) 

Alexander McDonald, a pioneer of Vermilion County, Illinois, was a native 
of Tennessee, where hte was born in 1796. He, in company with John B. Alex- 
ander and his famiily, one of whom he had married, came to Illinois in th,e year 
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1820. H e  located near Paris, where he remained two years, and in 1822 he 
moved to the Little Vermilion timber, and made a farm about three miles west of 
where Georgetown now is. His neighbors were mostly Indians, bears, panthers, 
wild cats, and other wild creatures, of which the woods were full. Among the 
earliest reco.llections of the writer of this sketch are accounts of the child-like 
crying of panthers, told by the first: settlers in this wilderness. There was no 
Georgetown, no Vermilion County, no Danville, no Chicago, then. I t  is hard 
for a citizen of Vermilion County, of sixty years of age, to believe that only a 
few years before his birth, Illinois was such a wilderness. Such it was for many 
years after Alexander McDonald commenced making his farm. At  that time 
Edgar County reached almost to the northern border of the state. In  1826, the 
land attached to Edgar County on the north was made into a new county, and 
named Vermilion. The south part of the state was settled first and mostly by 
people from the southern states. On his farm on the border of civilization, Mr. 
McDonald lived with his wife, Catherine Alexander McDonald, who came into 
this world in the year 1800, and on it they raised ten children, six daughters and 
four sons, all of such character that their acquaintances were glad to point to 
them as their friends. Mr. McDonaId was justice of the peace, whether by ap- 
pointment o r  by election, I do not know. He  was also postmaster. The duties 
of both offices were performed a t  his residence. The first Cumberland Presby- 
terian church in the county, was organized at his home and in it, the congrega- 
tion held all services for a long time, and, until a meeting house was built on his 
land. H e  was an elder in the church until his death in 1861. 

Uncle Alex McDonald was an old fashioned Democrat. Accepting the, 
principles of the Declaration of Independence as to the inalienable rights of men 
in their true spirit, he could not r m i n  contented in a slave state. He  was 
among the first insurgents in the Democratic party, when it attempted to extend 
slavery. He  claimed no advantage of birth, condition or position. The passport 
to his confidence was merit. H e  had sympathy and hospitality for all. I lived, 
when a b y ,  in his house for some time. I never saw, or heard of an applicant 
for a meal o r  a night's lodging, being turned away. All were supplied without 
money and without price. I can truly apply the following lines to him: 

"A man he was to all the country dear, 
Remote from towns he ran his godly race 
Unskillful he, to fawn or seek for power 
Far other aims his heart (had learned to prize. 
More bent to raise the wretched than to rise 
His house was known to all the vagrant train, 
He  chid their wanderings, but relieved their pain. 
The ruined spendthrift now no longer proud, 
Claimed kindred there and had his claim allowed." 

The wives of the pioneers deserve equal honors with their husbands, if not 
greater. They endured, and shared all the hardships incident to a new country 
and suffered its privations a i d  by their womanly nature softened the manners of 
the people. Catherine, wife of Alexander McDonald, when scarcely more than 
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a young girl, left society and many cultured friends among whom she was raised, 
and came into the wilderness where she endured privations unknown to women 
of this year 1910. She was a helpmeet, indeed. With no servant, she, with 
handspinning wheel, hand loom, scissors, and needle made all the clothing for the 
family, and over, and around an open fire, she cooked the food they and their 
guests ate. I can truthfully say that Aunt Catherine never spoke a cross word 
to, nor a complaining word of, any person. I feel sure that of her, as Jesus 
said of little children, could be said, "of such is the kingdom of heaven." She 
lived to be eighty-one years old and died in Danville in the home of her son, 
Milton, and was buried by the side of her husband in the Weaver graveyard, 
about one mile south of the house where they raised their family. 

JOHN LENEVE. 

John LeNeve, a young man of twenty, came to what is now Newel1 township 
in 1823. His birthplace was Tennessee, whence he came with his parents to 
Illinois when he was but a lad and they settled in what is now Lawrence County, 
on the Ellison Prairie directly west of Vincennes. He had a brother, Obadiah, 
who in 1822 took a journey into the newer country looking for a location. This 
journey took Obadiah LeNeve from Vincennes to St. Louis, and thence into 
northeast Missouri, and on his homeward trip through a circuit in northern Illi- 
nois. Coming into the section now Newel1 township of Vermilion County, he took 
a great fancy to the country and decided upon locating there. Before he left the 
favored place he took the numbers of the following tracts: W. one-half N. W., 
one-fourth sec. 23, and E. one-half N. E., one-fourth section 24, town 20 N., 
range 11 W., 3rd principal meridian, and after going home there was a sale of 
land when he bought this particularly desired part. Just before Christmas the 
two brothers took their belongings, such as would be needed in a new country, as 
provisions and bedding, and set off for their new home. A third person accompanied 
them to take the team back. On reaching their destination they cut a few rails 
and laid up a square, chinking and filling the spaces with pulled grass, and cov- 
ering one-half of the rude structure with puncheons. The Indians were very 
friendly and proved themlselves honest and, on the whole, not bad neighbors. 
When they were a b u t  at the time the new white settlers were eating, the Indians 
were invited to share their meal which they did and showed themselves friendly 
and inclined to treat the newcomers with all kindness. These two brothers 
spent the winter splitting rails until, when in February they began making prepar- 
tion for their return to arrange a permanent removal to this section. They used 
some of their rails to build a cabin for Ben Butterfield who expected to arrive 
toward the last of February. H e  came, as was expected, and the LeNeves 

.went back, to return later, prepared to d e  a permanent settlement. John Le- 
Neve married Rebecca Newell, the daughter of the man who was the leader of 
affairs in that part of the county as long as he lived. Rebecca Newell came with 
her father from Harrison County, Kentucky, not long after the LeNeves had 
made this settlement in this particular section. 

John LeNeve, it is said, had a limited amount of money, in exact figures 
being one hundred and thirteen dollars and fifty cents ($113.50) and he invested 
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$100 of it in timber and prairie land at  one dollar and a quarter an acre leaving 
him thirteen dollars and fifty cents with which to  begin farming. But he could 
count among his assets a pair of good strong arms and a willing heart to work, so 
his success was assured. From this modest beginning Mr. LeNeve became a 
land owner of pretention, and his farm is yet a landmark testifying to his thrift, 
and industry. 

His brother, Obadiah LeNeve, was a man particularly remembered as  one 
of charity and public spirit. He was always kind to the widow and orphan and 
seemed to feel a responsibility to share with those less well off than he. H e  
never butchered without killing more than enough for himself, so as to give to 
those not able to  buy meat. H e  was always ready to help any one in distress 
and was widely known and universally loved. He  was born in 1799 and died 
in 1884. John LeNeve lived on the old homestead all his life and died there. 
His wife also spent her last days in her own home and died and was buried 
from the old homestead. 

WILLIAM MCDOWELL. 

William McDowell came to the Little Vermilion in the year 1823 with his 
four grown sons and two married daughters. He came from Kentucky and 
settled south of the creek. His sons were John, Archie, James and William, 
and they were a11 very much in need of this world's goods. They had come to  
this new country to try to make a new home under better conditions. The 
seven years previous to his coming had been spent in Palestine in poverty, but 
the children were old enough to help in the family and all had concluded to 
spend the $100 which they had managed to save up  that would be enough to  
enter eighty acres of land. So the eighty acres of land was entered in sections 
35 and 36, range 13, and they came here to  live with little else other than the 
strength of the father's hands and the courage of the not overstrong sons. 
When McDowell arrived a t  this new home, he built his cabin on a piece of land 
adjoining what he had bought, thinking he would buy this other piece as soon 
as possible. One day he learned that another man, Peter Summe, had gone to 
Palestine to enter that same piece of land. H e  had not a dollar but he deter- 
mined if possible to prevent that and to save the land. H e  started on horse- 
back to ride to Palestine, and spared neither the horse nor himself. Riding all 
night he reached there before business hours and went directly to  the house of 
the register, who was a friend of his, and told him the trouble. The register, 
to help him out, made the papers out trusting him for sixty days. This act 
would have cost him his place had it been known, because Peter Summe was 
there with the gold in his hand. McDowell came back happy, but it cost him 
dearly, since the worry over getting the hundred dollars inside of the two 
months (he had to sell some of his land to do this) threw him into a fever from 
which he died. Several members of his family died at about the same time. 
The death of his father compelled John McDowell to care for the family and 
work out his fortune as best he could. He  had no money, but he was plucky 
and worked for whomever needed him, for whatever wage he could get, a!i 
the time determined to win out, which he did. A few years later he split rails 
to pay for the land he lived on and, in time, he bought and paid ,for eleven hun- 
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dred and fifty acres of land, the most of which he gave to his children, living 
all the remainder of his life on the land which his father made that night's 
ride to Palestine t o  buy on credit. 

AARON MENDENHALL. 

Aaron Mendenhall was born in Guilford, North Carolina, near the scene of 
the battle of the Guilford Court House. Soon after the opening of the Ohio 
Territory, his father brought the family to this new territory and was killed 
while on his way, by Indians. At this time Aaron Mendenhall was a small 
child. H e  grew to manhood in Ohio and in 1824 he, with his family, fo,llowing 
in the footsteps of his father, started for a new country. They came to the 
Little Vermilion and entered two hundred and forty acres of land which is 
now in the farm of Silas Baird. This land was entered while yet Illinois was 
a wilderness, at least excepting in certain localities in the southern part. Like 
other pioneers this family endured hardships and privations incident to such a 
life. They were, however, brave and stout hearted and made successful battle 
in subduing the wild land and making it blossom. Thrifty and industrious, 
they taught their children to work and developed them physically and morally 
at  the same time. Politically, Mr. Mendenhall was, as his son said, "a whig, 
morning, noon and afternoon," as long as that party was in power. H e  looked 
upon Henry Clay as one of America's greatest statesmen, and so taught his 
children to do. Later they were as staunch Republicans. His children who 
lived to maturity lived about him, and in this neighborhood of friends were 
most consistent members of that society. 

CYRUS DOUGLAS. 

Cyrus Douglas was one of the few early citizens of Vermilion County who 
was a native of any place above the Mason and Dixon line. Mr. Douglas was 
born in Vermont and came to Butler's Point in 1824. Whether he was an old 
friend of James Butler there is no record nor if he even knew Mr. Butler prev- 
ious to his coming to  this place. The fact that they came from the same state 
when so few people from that part of the country were drawn to this section, 
is suggestive, but may have been but a coincidence. 

Mr. Douglas was a hatter by trade in New York and brought material with 
him in emigrating to the west to engage in business in St. Louis. H e  remained 
there for a time and then went to Brown County, Indiana. H e  remained in 
Indiana for a short time when the report of the promising conditions on the 
Wabash reached him and he went to Eugene entering some land near there 
east of Georgetown. The grant to this land was signed by President Monroe. 
After a while he moved to  Butler's Point and it was while he was there that 
he was married, being the first or perhaps it were better to say, second man 
married within this section, later known as Vermilion County. 

ROBERT DICKSON. 

Robert Dickson was a native of Maryland, born December 16, 1765, and 
moved to  Kentucky, where he was married in Mason County to Phebe Means. 
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Some time after their marriage they settled in Lewis County, but later decided 
to try a new country and came to Illinois in 1824, settling in the southern part 
of that which was to be Vermilion County. Mrs. Dickson died that year at 
the age of forty-eight. Mr. Dickson survived her but three years when he 
died from typhus fever. Politically Mr. Dickson was a Democrat, and as well 
as his wife, he was a staunch Presbyterian. David Dickson was the sixth son 
of Mr. Robert Dickson, and came from Kentucky with his parents when he 
was almost a man grown, he having been born December 13, 1806. When his 
father died three years later he was at  his majority and took a man's part. He 
bore his part in the development of the county and well deserves t o  be reckoned 
among the makers of Vermilion County. His life was one of sobriety and his 
temperate habits showed in his honorable old age. He was the pioneer stock- 
man and feeder and in all his intercourse with his fellowmen he always had 
their confidence and esteem. The oldest son of Robert Dickson was a boat 
builder and when they decided to leave Kentucky he and David built a flat- 
boat and their father bought a keel boat, and they loaded their stock, farming 
utensils and household goods, together with the family, on these boats, and set 
sail on the Ohio river for the "promise land." 

At Louisville, however, they were obliged to abandon their boats and un- 
loading the stock, which consisted of oxen, horses and cows, and make their 
way overland to their destination. The two boys who had built the boat, and 
another older brother, pushed the keelboat up the Wabash river and unloaded 
its contents a little way above Newpr t ,  Indiana, at Coleman's Prairie, thence 
they hauled their property to their destination, which was the land their father 
had entered from the government when he came the year before. When David 
Dickson was twenty-three years old he married Miss Margaret Waters, who had 
but a year previous to this time come with her father from Bourbon County, 
Kentucky. Mr. Dickson loved to describe this section as it looked to him when 
he first saw it. I t  was, according to  his description, exceedingly beautiful, 
diversified with prairie and timber, the meadows and marshes thriving with a 
luxuriant growth of prairie grass and wild flowers. Wild animals of many kinds 
abounded, while poisonous reptiles, the rattlesnake, blue racer, black and garter 
snake, kept the traveler on the close lookout. There were also great quantities 
of wild birds, geese, ducks and pheasants, besides turkeys and pigeons. The 
people of that time and place were noted for their hospitality, and the commun- 
ity of interest which led them a t  all times to be regardful of each other's welfare. 
After the death of Robert Dickson each of the boys started out for himself. 
While all were bright and energetic, David was, perhaps, most successful. He 
began entering land and in time found himself the owner of 1,400 acres which 
he had to  a large extent put into a good state of cultivation. Much of this land 
wag obtained on a Mexican warrant. Before he was married he worked at one 
time at  the salt works. He walked to Fort Clark (now Peoria) in 1827, just 
after his father died on his way to Galena to work in the lead mines. He car- 
ried his clothes and provisions in a knapsack. There he had the vessel which 
was fired upon by the Winnebago Indians pointed out to him. H e  worked for 
a while in the mines at  New Diggings and became acquainted with the founder 
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of Fort Gratiot. In the fall of the year he worked his way down the Missis- 
sippi river to St. Louis on a keel b a t ,  then purchased a pony and rode home. 
Mr. Dickson made his first trip to the little town of Chicago in 1832, taking a 
load of produce drawn by oxen. Later he began feeding cattle and was the 
first man to engage in this industry on the Little Vermilion river. In 1844 he 
drove roo head of hogs to Chicago and in the years immediately following, he 
shipped several herds in this way to Philadelphia and New York City. Mr. 
Dickson was a Democrat in his political faith all his life. 

JOHN SNIDER. 

John Snider, with his wife and three small children, came from Ohio on 
horseback to what is now Blount township of Vermilion County, in 1824, and 
built his home in the forest. He entered a quarter section of land and built 
a log house. The Indians made sugar and held their meetings near the cabin of 
John Snider. It was a strange place to try to build a home; the entire country 
was full of sloughs and ponds. However, John Snider lived to see a great 
change in the country. H e  helped fell the trees and clear the land and assisted 
in organizing the township. A debt of gratitude is surely laid on this gener- 
ation to him and others like him who have been pioneers in the development of 
Vermilion Cbunty. John Snider was born in 1797, and died November 12, 

1849. His wife, who was the daughter of Charles Blount, the man for whom 
the township was named, survived her husband for several years, she living 
until in the seventies. 

DR. ASA PALMER. 

Dr. Asa Palmer was a native of Connecticut, who was born at Coventry in 
1786. He became a resident of Vermont in his boyhood days, and later lived 
in the Black River country of New York. Subsequently he became a resident of 
Moscow, where both his parents died. While living in New York state, Dr. 
Palmer studied medicine and practiced a little. He was married while living in 
New York state. He made a trip to the west in search of a location, and came 
here to live in 1824. His first trip was made on horseback, but when he came to 
locate, the journey was made by boat-, going first to Pittsburg and then down the 
Ohio river and up the Wabash river. His destination was the Vermilion river 
country but a t  that time there was no Danville to attract him, not even so small a 
settlement at this place. Dr. Palmer began his practice in this section and for  
m'any miles around the settlements from the LittIe Vermilion to those north and 
west of the mouth of the North Fork of the Vermilion River, he rode in his prac- 
tice. After Danville became the county seat, his home was there and his practice 
was over a broad territory from that point. Eventually he gave up the practice 
of medicine and lived retired. In connection with his son he established the 
first drug store in DanvilIe. He was a leading and influential citizen of this sec- 
tion from the time he came in 1824 to his death in 1861. Dr. Palmer was mar- 
ried three times, his third wife being Adelia Hawkins and one of the honored 
pioneers of Vermilion County. Dr. Palmer was one of the original members of 
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the Presbyterian church in Danville. H e  was the father of thirteen children by 
his first wife and two by his second wife. 

HEZEKIAH CUNNINGHAM. 

Hezekiah Cunningham, who was a prominent citizen of Danville at an early 
day, was born in, Virginia, whence he came in 1819. He was accompanied by his 
mother and with them were the Murphy family. They came in wagons, it taking 
them seven weeks to make their trip to the North A m  in Douglas county. At 
that time there were but ten families in that part of the coun~try. In 1825 Mr. 
Cunningham cam:e to Vermilion County, following Mr. J. B. Alexander, and mar- 
ried his daughter, Mary. Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham were the parentis of five 
children, two of whom grew to manhood and womanhood. These were Mr. W. 
T. Cunningham, who was well and favorably known and the daughter, who be- 
came the wife of Judge 0. L. Davis. I n  1828 Mr. Cunningham moved to Dan- 
ville where he lived the remainder of his life. While a resident of h v i l l e  he 
was interested in all affairs for the advancement of the town. His namk is writ- 
ten frequently in the history of the county. H e  built the storehouse which had 
a hall in the upper story where meetings of all kinds were held. H e  was a mer- 
chant for many years. Mr. Cunningham, together with his brother-in-law, Mr. 
J. H. Murphy, were men of public spirit and to them there is much of the pros- 
perity of Danville int its growing years due. 

ELI HENDERSON. 

Mr. Eli Henderson came to the count~y about the Little Vermilion in 1824 
and brought his son, Elam, a boy of about fourteen, with him. Mr. Eli Hender- 
son lived in this community until his death in 1833. Soon after the death of his 
father, Elam Henderson married Mary Golden and they moved to Georgetown 
township, where they accun~ulated a large property. 

Mr. Henderson was elected to the office of County Commissioner in 1836. 
After filling this office three years, he was elected associate justice. H e  kept this 
office about nine years or until the county went under township organization. 
Mr. Henderson became a merchant in 1853 and continued in that business for 
more than twenty years. With the exception of two years he was supervisor of 
his township from 1857 to 1873. Mr. Henderson was an old line whig up to the 
dissolution of that party after which he was a staunch republican. H e  was con- 
nected with the Society of Friends, as was his father before him. 

JOEIN GROWN ALEXANDER. 

I t  was while yet the present United States were the colonies of Great Britain 
that a ship crossed the Atlantic, having on board a man who was to be a strong 
factor in the making of Illinois. This man was John B. Alexander. On  board 
the same vessel was another young man who, too was seeking a home beyond the 
sea whose posterity was destined to be a conspicuous part of the history of this 
section. Beside these two men there was a family whose acquaintance they made 
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on the passage. The family consisted of at least two daughters and a son of a 
Scotchman by the name of King. The acquaintance which might have been of 
longer standing than the weeks on shipboard, and sight not, ripened into ardent 
affection on the part of young Alexander and McDonald toward the daughters 
of Mr. King. The result of this or rather these romances was that both the young 
men, Alexander and McDonald, married his daughters. Mr. King and both 
John B. Alexander and Donald McDonald, located in Tennessee and there re- 
mained for some time. 

In due course of time, Donald McDonald's son, Alexander McDonald, to- 
gether with J. B. Alexander's son, came to the then new state of Illinois. Since 
the wife of Alexander McDonald, was Catherine Alexander (the daughter of 
Mr. Afexander) and his son as well were seeking homes in the new country, the 
father came with them. Mr. McDonald and his wife came on to the attached 
part of Edgar County, soon after reaching Illinois, and located in the neighbor- 
hood of the Little Vermilion, but Mr. Alexander and his son located in Edgar 
County, at Paris. There they remained until the new county of Vermilion was 
formed when Mr. Alexander came to that territory and had much to do in put- 
ting the machinery of the new county in working order. 

Mr. Alexander was a man particularly fitted to do this work, and it is a fortu- 
nate thing that he was willing to cast his lot with the fortunes of the new county. 
He  was the first commissioner and it was through his influence doubtless that 
Amos WilIiams was brought here from Edgar County. Mr. Alexander did not 
come into this wilderness without a sacrifice. His was of a nature that could find 
expression in intercourse with men. He was a well read man and could give as 
well as find pleasure among men of letters. His library was a wonder, and his 
manners were far from those of the pioneer. A memory of his granddaughter 
that she cherishes with fondness is, when she was a girl of perhaps nine he took 
the trouble to take into his private room and unlocking the desk, unwrapped a 
book which he showed her, telling her that it was the first book he procured for  
her father, Gen. M. R. Alexander. Then he carefully wrapped it up and put it 
away in the desk which he locked. Mrs. McMillen, his granddaughter, goes on 
to say, Grandfather told me of his young manhood, he was but a boy when he saw 
his future wife on ship board, near Charlotte, N. C. How on one occasion riding 
through the British camp on his way with a sack of corn on his horse going to 
mill to have it groun~d. He also told me what an exciting time they had when the 
whole community assembled in Charlotte to sign and ratify the Declaration of 
Independence in May, 1775. I said, "Grandpa, were you a detnocrat then?" 
Throwing his hands on his breast he said, "Politics, we had no politics, we were 
patriots.') This answer and earnestness impressed me greatly. I thought he 
was the grandest man I ever had seen. 

WILLIAM TRIMBELL. 

William Trimbell came to Vermilion County in 1826, riding on horseback. 
He was accompanied by his wife who also rode her horse all the way from Ken- 
tucky to this county. He was one of the first settlers in what is now Pilot town- 
ship. He came direct from Kentucky but was born and raised in New Orleans. 
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H e  made money in feeding cattle and became possessed of land of value. Mrs. 
Tritnbell long kqt the dress she wore on her trip into this county and showed it 
to her children and grandchildren. I t  was made of some wool goods which she 
had spun and woven herself and had dyed a blue color. Mr. and Mrs. Trimbell 
were the parents of nine children all but two of whom grew to maturity, ar,d had 
families of their own. Of these children William, the eldest, was the only one 
not born in this county. Elizabeth became the wife of John Vinson, Sarah be- 
came the wife of Gentry Williams, Mary became the wife of George Brown and 
Harvey Piper married Rebecca, the youngest. John Trimbell married Clara 
Meade, the daughter of Nathaniel Meade, William Trimbell, Jr., married Zella 
Outan and Paris Trimbell married a Miss Cook. When William Trimbell took 
the long. ride from Kentucky, with his wife, who carried their boy on the horse 
with her the country was rough and unsettled. He entered land, as did all the 
early settlers near a stream and did not dare go outside the timber to build his 
house, but stuck to the timber and put the prairie to the apparent natural use as 
grazing ground for the cattle which brought him great wealth. When his daugh- 
ter married he gave her a farm on the prairie that her husband could care for the 
stock. 

AMOS WILLIAMS. 

Amos Williams, one of the most prominent a m n g  the makers of Vermilion 
County, was born in Franklin county, Pennsylvania, June 15, 1796. He came 
to Illinois in After going to he settled in Paris where 
he was clerk of the court and surveyor. I t  was Amos Williams who surveyed 
Paris and platted it. When in 1825, the newly organized county of Vermilion 
was in need of a man to act as clerk, J. B. Alexander was one of the commission- 
ers and much depended upon him to set the machinery going. He knew the 
ability of this young man and at once took steps to secure his services for Ver- 
milion county. Mr. Alexander had, until quite recently, lived in Paris where his 
son, at that time, was in business, but his sons-in-law had lived in this part of the 
attached territory to Edgar County and he had kept in touch with the needs of the 
,territory. He knew not only that it would be a hard matter to get as good a 
clerk as Amos William made, but that there was not the material for such use in 
this section. The commissioners sent for Mr. Williams to change his residence. 
Amos Williams consented, and there is a letter in the possession of one of his 
grandsons written to his mother just before he left Paris, which shows with 
what serious thought he contemplated the change of location. He also states 
that he had just married the daughter of Judge Shaw, of Paris. The other 
daughter of Judge Shaw became the wife of Dan Beckwith, afterward. Mr. 
Williams, located at Butler's Point, that being the place where the Vermiilion 
County Court was held until a county seat was located. Amos Williams became 
an active citizen of the county from the first. He assisted in surveying the coun- 
ty, locating the county seat and he built the first house in Danville. H e  was both 
clerk of the circuit court and judge of the probate. He was appointed the first 
postmaster of Danville and also Notary Public. He held all these offices without 
interruption from the organization of the county until 1843, and some of them, 
until 1849-a period of twenty-three years. So faithful was he in his service 
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that many thought there was no other man in the county qualified to do his work. 
The records need but to be seen to show his proficiency as a scribe. Amos Wil- 
liams was anxious for all measures which promised the betterment of Vermilion 
County. He was m t  active in advancing education in the county and particu- 
larly in Danville. For many years he personally owned the only schoolhouse 
in Danville, which he had built for that purpose. This building was opened to 
the use of all denominations as a place of public wo~rship, also for public speak- 
ing, lyceums, and all entertainments of an educational or instructive character, 
and always without charge. Although in public office for so long a time, there 
was never a charge of incompetency or questionable business mekhods made. He 
died November 15, 1857, and was buried in the William~ burying ground. When 
this burying ground was sold to the city bhat a street might be extended further 
east, his remains were removed to Spring Hill Cemetery. 

LEV1 BABB. 

Levi Babb was born in Green County, Tenn., Dec. 26, 1788. H e  came to Ver- 
milion County, in October, 1826, and stopped near Yankee Pfsint for a short 
time. In December of the same year he located on section 14, range 11, Elwood 
township. He remained there about three years and a half, entering the west 
half of the southeast quarter of the section named, where he built the house 
which not only served him but his son after him for a home. During the time of 
his early residence in Vermilion County, Mr. Babb entered in all about six hun- 
dred acres of land. The Indians had their camping ground about the house he 
built. There has been much evidence of this particular place being the scene of 
an Indian battle in the long ago by the many flint arrow heads found on the 
grounds. There was even a stone axe discovered there at  one time. 

In the early days of his first coming Levi Babb was obliged to go to Raccoon 
and Sugar creeks to mill. He endured many hardships and privations as did all 
the pioneers. He came from Tennessee in a five horse wagon, riding a distance 
of six hundred and fifty miles. H e  became a fluent speaker of the language 
of the native Indian and taught the son of the chief to plow, and in many ways en- 
deared himself to them, and made them his friend forever. He  was a tireless 
worker and in every thing that pertained to his farm he spared no pains to pro- 
cure the best. He would haul his produce to Chicago and return with salt and 
groceries. He was offered forty acres of land where Chicago now stands for a 
yoke of oxen, but he thought the land wo~dd never be of any account and so 
refused the wonderful bargain. Mr. Babb was married twice and was the 
father of thirteen children. He  died March 23, r872. His first wife was 
Susannah Dillon, and his second wife who survived him less than a year, was the 
daughter of Alexander Prevo, a pioneer of Fountain County, Indiana. 

WILLIAM WATSON. 

William Watson was a native of Nelson County, Kentucky, and he went 
from there to Harrison County, Indiana, thence to Vermilion County, Illinois, 
in 1826. He bought,land and developed a farm, at least was doing what he 
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could, when three years later he died. His son John was not much more than 
a boy, but boys grew up quickly in those days of responsibility, and John Wat- 
son was the same as other boys and early took a man's part. He served in the 
Black Hawk war and shared all the privation of a pioneer's life. His capital 
of determination and a pair of good strong arms and willing hands was worth 
more than money would have been at  that time. He entered and bought land 
until he owned about a thousand acres. His home was about five miles north- 
east of Danville. He remained on his farm until, in 1873, when at the age of 
sixty-three, he bought residence property in Danville and made that his home for 
twenty-five years. 

MICHAEL WEAVER. 

Michael Weaver was born in Washington County, Maryland. His father 
died while yet he was a lad and his mother took him to North Carolina, but 
he ran away from home witih a cattle drover's outfit and he returned to Mary- 
land where his older brothers yet were. From that time he made his 
way in the world. When he became a man he married Elizabeth Specard. 
of Hagerstown, and about a year later they moved to Pennsylvania. They 
later made their way down the Ohio to Kentucky where Mr. Weaver 
bought a farm and they lived here for *three years when they crossed 
the river into Clermont County, Ohio, and soon afterward went to Brown 
County in the same state. He remained on that farm for ten years when 
he put his wife and ,ten children in a big covered wagon and well supplied 
with provision and all needed for a new home, they started for Sugar Creek, 
Indiana. He  did not like this location when he reached it,  howe ever, and so 
went on beyond to Vermilion County, Illinois. He settled in what is now Car- 
roll township and entered land which he proceeded to improve. He had to go 
to Palestine to enter the land. The Weaver family found a cabin which some- 
one else had built, which had two rooms and a kitchen built on. This they 
made do until they could get something better. 

A part of Mr. Weaver's family was his son-in-law and his family. They 
arrived here November 12, 1828. Mr. Weaver was a man of a high sense of 
honor and justice. He would never accept more than six per cent interest for 
money loaned, nor would charge or  take more than twenty-five cents for a 
bushel of corn. He declared that was all it cost to raise it. H e  was very be- 
nevolent and always had his house open for any one. Nothing pleased him more 
than to help those who tried to help themselves. Mr. Weaver lived to be more 
than one hundred years old and in his old age he was a man of great wealth. 
He was the father of seven children who married into the families of the prom- 
inent settlers and settled in the neighborhood so that many in that part of the 
county are direct descendants. 

ABEL WILLIAMS. 

Abel Williams came into this county in 1826, bringing his wife and four chil- 
dren. They came from Tennessee, his father having gone there from North 
Carolina. He and his wife were both members of the Methodist Episcopal 
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church and when he came here the first thing he did was to build a place of 
worship. He  did it without help from any one until it was almost completed. 
I t  was the first house of worship ever built in Carroll townsrhip. It was built 
about a mile southwest of Indianola, and was the center of Methodism for many 
years and several counties. Mr. Williams was the first advocate of "total absti- 
nence" in Vermilion County. When he first came there was not a man but who 
drank more or less intoxicating liquor. The church members were no exception. 
When Abel Williams began to advocate "teetotalism," as it was called, he made 
many enemies as may be supposed. He lived, however, to see inbemperance dis- 
counted in the church' and public sentiment banish it from the best society. 

Abel Williams was the second justice of the peace and held the office twelve 
years. I t  was well known that he would not issue papers for law suits until he 
had exhausted every means of other settlement. His decisions were always sus- 
tained by the higher courts. Abel Williams came of Quaker stock. 

SAMUEL GILBERT AND SONS, AND SOLOMON GILBERT. 

The family of Gilberts are well considered together, since all of t h m  were 
more or less great factors in the making of Vermilion County. Samuel Gilbert, 
with his family, consisting of his wife and three sons, Alvan, James and Elias, 
came to Vermilion County from Ontario County, New York, in 1826. They had 
really come west the previous year but stopped in Crawford County until this 
time. When they came to Vermilion County they settled two miles south of Dan- 
ville. There was, at that time, no town in the connty containing more than fifty 
white families. The nearest mill was at  Eugene. The great need of this section 
was a mill and in 1831, Mr. Solomon Gilbert, the brother of Samuel came from 
the east and put up one at near the mouth of the North Fork of the Big Vermilion. 
Another brother, Jesse, established a ferry across the Vermilion river, a much 
needed improvement. 

Mr. Samuel Gilbert lived in Danville until 1839, when he went to Ross t w m  
ship ,md there was made the first justice of the peace. He  was also the first post- 
master, serving in this office for tnrenty years. He held the office of justice for 
ten years. Mr. Gilbert's wife died the year he moved from Danville, and was 
buried in the Williams' burying ground. Mr. Gilbert afterward married Mrs. 
Elizabeth (Dougherty) Ferrier, the daughter of one of the early settlers of 
Vance township. Mr. Samuel Gilbert lived to be seventy-two years old. He 
died and was buried in the WilliamsJ burying ground. 

-4lvan Gilbert, the oldest son of Samuel Gilbert, was fifteen years old when 
he came to Vermilion County. He spent the first years after coming here in the 
work provided by the many interests of his father and uncles. In 1831 he mar- 
ried Miss Matilda Horr and the following year he went with his father to Ross 
township, where his father-in-law owned land. Mr. Gilbert bought a small farm 
of his father-in-law which he afterward enlarged to 240 acres. This farm he 
afterward sold to his father and brother James, and bought another farm of his 
uncle Solomon. This later farm included the northern limits of Rossville. He  
lived her about three years when he again sold and bought another farm of Mr. 
Leggitt which included a part of the southern limits of Rossville. He traded 
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extensively in real estate and personal property, m d  it has been claimed that dur- 
ing his life he had more deeds recorded than any other man in the county. Mr. 
Gilbert's first wife died in 1840, leaving two daughters, one of Mhom afterward 
married George C. Dickson and the other became the wife of Frederick Grooms. 
Mr. Alvan Gilbert served as Supervisor of his township for many years, being 
president of the Board for a part of the time. Upon! the adoption of the town- 
ship organization he was one of the three commissioners appointed to divide the 
county into townships. He was also one of the three commissioners appointed 
to divide the swamp lands between this county and Ford, when Vermilion lost 
that territory. Mr. Gilbert and Mr. Lamm represented the old county and Judge 
Patton, the new one. He had Judge (Guy) Merrill and John Canaday as asso- 
ciates in the act of making the division of the county into townships. The three 
who divided the swamp lands were about three months in making the division. 
Mr. Alvan Gilbert's second wife was Nancy (Horr) Elzy. 

SAMUEL BAUM. 

Same1 Baum came to Vermilion County at the same time as his father-in- 
law, Michael Weaver, and settled on the Little Vermilion. His brother Charles 
came nine years later and together they became the founders of the family of 
that name of whom there have been many in Vermilion County. Samuel mar- 
ried Sarah, the daughter of Michael Weaver, while they were in Ohio and had a 
family of two children when he came west. After coming to Illinois there were 
six more children born to them. Sarah (Weaver) Baum died and Samuel Baum 
married Mrs. Polly Matkins, the widow of William Matkins, and they became 
the parents of four children. Samuel Baum was a large, powerful man, six feet 
one inch in height, and weighed three hundred pounds. He was jovial and good 
hearted, always a good tempered man. He took the first produce he raised in 
Vermilion County to Chicago, driving five yoke of oxen. His sole possession 
when he came to Illinois was a horse, a bridle and a saddle, and at the time of 
his death in 1861 he was the owner of 1,500 acres of well cultivated land, besides 
personal property. He belonged to the Republican party and died at the age of 
fifty-six. His brother, Charles Baum, who came to this county some years after 
took up 160 acres of land from the government, and made later purchases until, 
at  one time, he owned 1,660 acres, besides the 200 acres that was the gift to his 
wife from her father. Charles Baum was married three years after coming to 
Vermilion County to Miss Catherine Weaver, who was the fourth daughter and 
sixth child of Michael Weaver. Mrs. Baum was born in Clermont County, Ohio, 
and came to Illinois at the same time as her father, she being but eight years old 
a t  the time. Mr. Baum lived on his home farm which his wife's father gave her. 

JOHN LARRANCE. 

John Larrance was a native of North Carolina, but he came to the Little Ver- 
milion directly from Tennessee in 1827. He had his choice of almost the whole 
of Vermilion County, at that time and he made a good one. He entered 240 acres 
of land, paying the government price, and thereon built a cabin made of round 
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logs. 1.t had but one room and was not at  all luxurious. The floor was logs split 
in two with the flat side up, a clapboard roof and doors of the same material. 
They lived happily for one year in! this house and were determined to make a 
comfortable home of it in spite of inconveniences. For nine years Mr. Lar- 
rance's wife cooked all the meals on the fireplace, using a long handled skillet 
and a brick bake oven. At the end of that time he went to Clticago for some pur- 
pose and brought back a cook stove. This was the first one in the neighborhood, 
and was a great curiosity. Thle maiden name of Mrs. Larrance was Ruth Mills, 
she being the daughter of John Mills. She was the mother of nine children. 

Mr. Larrance's oldest son was nearly teen years old when they came from 
Tennessee, and he soon grew to take his place in the affairs of the county. His 
education in books was had in the old school-house with greased paper for win- 
dows, stick and clay chimney, slab benches and wall desks, of the pioneer days of 
Illinois. The school course was limited to two or three months in the winter. 
Moses Larrance married Nancy, the daughter of Aaron Mendenhall. Mr. Men- 
denhall had been living in this part of Vermilion County for three years when 
Mr. Larrance came from the same place in Tennessee. Mr. Mendenl~all owned 
the same farm that Silas Baird later purchased. Mr. Moses Larrance was the 
father of thirteen children, who have married among the children of the early 
settlers until they are related to many. He and his household have, as had his 
father before him, been strong supporters of the Society of Friends. 

WILLIAM CURRENT. 

William Current came to Vermilion County in 1827 and settled five miles 
northeast of Danville in Newel1 township. He was a man of twenty-four and 
his wife, hardly more than a girl, being but twenty, yet having been married five 
or six years. They came from Pennsylvania and endured ,the common trials of 
pioneer life. Mr. Current secured a good tract of land and built up a fine home- 
stead. The family came in time to  experience the suffering of the winter of the 
deep snow. Mr. Current volunteered in the Black Hawk war and served until 
discharged with the other troops. William Current was the father of thirteen 
children and died in 1851 at the comparative early age of forty-three. His wife 
survived him, remaining a widow for thirty-three years. She died in 1884. 

ANDREW PATTERSON. 

Andrew Patterson brought his family to Vermilion County in 1827 from 
East Tennessee. H e  was a native of Granger County, East Tennessee, as was 
also his son William who was at that time three years old. Andrew Patterson 
settled his family at  Yankee Poinrt among Indians and wild animals. Like all the 
pioneers they settled in the timber, thinking the prairie could never be used for 
anything but grazing. 

William Golden, the father-in-law of Andrew Patterson, had come to the 
Little Vermilion country three years before this date and located a t  Yankee Point. 
Mr. Golden later had the distinction of having; the first frame house in the neigh- 
borhood. I t  was not only a frame house, but it was painted. His grandson, the 
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son of Mr. Patterson, tells about this house which he recalls distinctly. I t  was 
two rooms long and one room deep, and painted red. Mr. Golden's half brother, 
Tom Whitlock, painted it, using a brush as any one would do today. There is 
no doubt the strongest ties were between William Golden and his daughter 
Amelia, who became the wife of Andrew Patterson, and followed her father to 
Illinois. Her oldest son was named William and her youngest one was named 
Goltfen, both bearing the name of her father. Andrew Patterson was the father 
of six children. William Patterson, the oldest son of Andrew Patterson, grew 
up in Elwood township and married the daughter of Eli Patty, in 1853. He was 
born February 22, 1824, in Granger County, East Tennessee. 

Mr. and Mrs. Patterson are the parents of seven children of whom four are 
yet living. Mr. Patterson has been a resident of Elwood township ever since 
1827, with the exception of a few years shortly after his marriage, when he im- 
proved a fine farm a t  Broadlands iq the southwes,tem part of Champaign County. 

SAMUEL COPELAND. 

Samuel Copeland was among the first, i f  not the very first, settlers of Blount 
township. He came to Vermilion County in 1827. The family made the journey 
from Ohio in a keelboat down the Ohio river and up the Wabash river to Perrys- 
ville, Indiana. Mr. Copeland made the boat himself and brought not only the 
household goods but also a boat load of salt. Out of the sale of the salt he made 
his start in the new life. He sold .the salt at Perrysville and hired a man to haul 
his household goods and family seven miles northwest of Danville, where he 
entered eighty acres of land, part tin-tber and part prairie. His first house was 
made by laying one pole from one tree to another about ten feet apart on a fork 
in either tree, against which poles and rails were leaned on each side for a roof. 
In that tent they lived until they could build a log house. H e  had brought a load 
of planks with him from Ohio. These planks he put on the ground for a floor and 
bed and began hewing rails. As soon as he could get enough rails he sent word 
to the State Line for help to raise the house. Such a labor always took the entire 
neighborhood and in his case other neighborhoods had to be called upon for help. 
All that was necessary in the case of a house .to raise was a notice sent; every 
man took it for granted that he must go and it was never thought that the man 
whose house was being built should offer wages for the help. Such as that would 
be considered an insult. Steady work and willing effort soon conquers any ob- 
stacle, so it was on this farm, After getting the first eighty acres into cultiva- 
tion, Mr. Copeland would buy more land and improve it until he had increased 
his farm to a great extent. 

LARKIN COOK. 

Larkin Cook was born and married in Ohio, where they lived on a farm for 
some time before going to Indiana. In 1887 they again moved, this time coming 
to Vermilion County, Illinois. Mr. Cook was a man of strict integrity. He was 
cordial and hospitable and his wife was particularly fond of company. Their 
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home in Vermilion County was a happy place to visit. They were, with their 
families much in demand at merrymakings. They were the parents of ten chil- 
dren. 

ANDREW JUVINALL. 

Andrew and Mary (James') Juvinall cast thmeir lot in wit,h the wh,ite settlers of 
Vermilion County at an early day, coming in 1827. They were both natives of 
Ohio and made their new home in Pilot township. 

SAMUEL SCONCE. 

Samuel Sconce was born in Bourbon County, Kentucky, in 1802, and there 
they had all the trials of pioneer life, so that the change to the new country along 
the Vermilion river was not the place of hardship it might have been to one from 
more densely populated section. He left his old home in 1828, and made his 
permanent settlement in Vermilion County the following year. The year fol- 
lowing this, Nancy Waters, who bad come to Vermilion County with her father 
from Bourbon County, Kentucky, the old home of Mr. Sconce, and located in 
Brooks' Point, became his wife. For a few years this young couple lived in 
Brooks' Point and Mr. Sconce turned his attention to farming, but later he 
became a merchant in Indianola, under the firm name of Bailey & Sconce. He 
was very successful in this business but after the building burned he retired from 
business life. Mr. Sconce died in 1874 a t  the age of seventy-one years, and his 
widow survived him until 1897 when she died at the age of eighty-nine. 

WILLIAM JONES, 

William Jones and his wife were both burn in Harrison County, Kentucky, 
where they were married and lived for the first dozen years of being together. 
In 1828 they, with their family of six children, cast their fortunes with the 
pioneers of Vermilion County, locating near Danville in Danville township. 
They lived for a short time on section 16 and then he bought a tract of land on 
section 11. I t  was heavily timbered and the family lived in a rail-pen for a time 
until a log house could be built. Mr. Jones improved a part of his land and then 
moved to another part of the township. He  died October 30, 1859. H e  was a 
faithful soul receiving the well-earned respect of all who knew him. His wife 
survived him eight years. They were the parents of eight children. Of these 
one became the wife of Henry Sallee, of Oakwood ,township and another became 
the wife of Dennis Olehy. 

WILLIAM WRIGHT. 

In 1828 William Wright with his family came to this county, coming directly 
from Rush County, Indiana. At that time there were but three children. They 
had not been living in Indiana more than one year, having gone there from 
Kentucky. The first settlement made was three miles north of Danville. At the 
time of his location here there were not many families in Danville, it was so 
recently made a town. The land was not yet in the market, and settlements were 
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not attempted. He, however, ventured to settle in the timber, having the univer- 
sal mistrust of the prairie. H e  built his house of logs and the chimney was con- 
structed of a substance called stone-coal, which was thought to  be fire-proof. 
This was a mistake, however, for the fire was no sooner built than the chimney 
began to burn and it was with difficulty that the cabin was saved. 

The little log house was soon surrounded by a well cultivated farm and in 
time a neat and comfortable house was built. During this time the village of 
Denmark had been growing. Because of the disadvantages of living so near this 
rough frontier town, Mr. Wright sold his farm and moved to  Danville township. 
Here he spent his last days. He  died in 1845. His wife survived him by thirty- 
six years. 

JAMES GRAVES. 

James Graves and his wife were both natives of Kentucky. He  showed rare 
soldierly qualities in the war of 1812 and made General Harrison his personal 
friend. Mr. Graves and his family came to Vermilion County in 1828. H e  had 
made a trip previous to this time in company with Isaac Sandusky, and both took 
up land in Vermilion County about a half mile apart. They brought their families 
in 1828 and in October of the same year the Graves settled on their new land. 
Mr. Graves prospered and became the owner of four hundred acres of land in 
Georgetown township. Mr. Graves was a cabinet-maker by trade and he fol- 
lowed that for a dozen years after he came to Vermilion County. After that 
time however, he practically abandoned it, and turned his attention to farming. 
Mr. Graves lived on his farm until 1857, when he died. His wife survived him 
thirty years, remaining a widow until her death in 1887. 

JAMES BARNETT. 

James Barnett was a native of Kentucky and settled in Vermilion County in 
1828. H e  was married twice, the first time to Miss Conway and the second time 
to Rosa Neil. He  owned about six hundred acres of land near Indianola and was 
one of the prominent fam~ers  in that part of the country. His ancestors were 
from Ireland and when they came to America they settled in Pennsylvania. Mr. 
James Barnett, Sr., died in 1866. 

ANDREW MrIKEMSON. 

Andrew Makemson was a resident of Kentucky until, in 1828, he with his 
wife and family, came to  Vermilion County, Illinois, to make their future home 
in Newel1 township. Mr. Makemson was a stalwart Republican and both he 
and his wife were good members of the Methodist church and were highly 
esteemed for their honesty and sterling qualities. Mr. A4akemson died in 1880 
and his wife in 1889. They were both buried in the Larnm cemetery. 

JOHN CHANDLER. 

John Chandler, like so many of the pioneers of Vermilion County, was a 
native of the "Blue Grass state," where he lived until he had reached man- 
hood's estate, and in 1828 determined to go into the state of Illinois. Making 
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$heir way to this county they located on a tract of wild land in Newel1 township 
where he tilled the soil and made such improvements as to  sell it to a profit 
in 1853 and take up his residence in Danville. Mr. Chandler lived in Danville 
until he died in 1859. His wife died before he left the farm. 

ABSOLOM COLLISON, 

Absolom Collison was a native of Pike County, Ohio, and in 1828 came to 
Illinois. He  entered forty acres of land from bhe government and began the 
development of a farm. So  well did he succeed that he became a land owner 
well known. He  married Mary Chenoweth, who was born near Columbus, 
Ohio, but came to Illinois with her father. Mr. Collison was the father of 
seven children who )have been conspicuous in the affairs of Vermilion County. 
He  died in 1849. His widow afterward married John Smith. 

JOSEPH SMITH. 

Joseph Smith was a native of East Tennessee and lived there until, in 1828, 
when he with his family came to Vermilion County, Illinois. I t  had been but 
ten years since Illinois had become a state and but three years since Vermilion 
County had been created. Joseph Smith took up his abode in Georgetown town- 
ship and improved a farm there upon which he spent the remaining years of 
his life. H e  lived to the age of seventy-three in this home. 

SAMUEL CAMPBELL. 

Samuel Campbell came to Vermilion County about 1828, settling on section 
26, Newel1 township. He  made his journey from Seneca County, New York, 
overland in a covered wagon. He first stopped in Ohio and waited while some 
of his sons came ahead to Vermilion County, following them later. They lived 
a t  first in a little cabin surrounded by Indian neighbors. There they underwent 
all @he hardships and trials incident to the establishing of a home on the frontier. 
Later the log cabin was replaced by a modern house where Mr. and Mrs. Camp- 
bell spent their last years. They were the parents of eight children. After the 
death of his father the youngest son bought the interests of the others and 
carried on the farm until his death in 1855, when he was b ~ ~ t  forty-one years 
old. 

OTHO ALLISON. 

Otho Allison was a resident of Harrison County, Kentucky, until he came to 
Indianapolis, Ind., in 1826, where he stayed two years and then came to Vermilion 
County, Illinois. H e  was a miller as well as a farmer. Upon coming to the 
county Mr. Allison entered a claim of one hundred and twenty acres, five miles 
from Danville, in Newell township. This included eighty acres of prairie and 
forty acres of timber land, and it was in a raw state; not a bit of improvement 
had ever been made. During his boyhood days, Alfred Allism went with his 
father, Otho Allison, to Chicago, and saw the Indians paid off after the Black 
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Hawk war. His father also showed him the first brick building ever put up in 
that city. Otho Allison was the father of thirteen children, eleven sons and 
two daughters. 

JAMES DONOVAN. 

When James Donovan was a youth of sixteen years he served in the regular 
army under Gen. Jackson, as private in a Kentucky company. Returning to his 
home in Bourbon county, he settled down and after awhile married Mary Perkins. 
In 1828 they moved to Vermilion County. H e  was employed in the salt works 
for a time and afterward he hauled produce to Chicago and took charge of the 
same down the river to New Orleans. H e  had a life of hardship and died 
when he was about sixty years old. Mrs. Donovan died at the age of sixty-six 
years. They were the parents of fifteen children. 

WILLIAM BANDY. 

William Bandy was a prominent citizen in the affairs of Vermilion County 
at an early day. He was born in Bedford County, Va., and when a boy of sixteen 
came to Vermilion County, where he lived until his death. William and 
Washington Bandy came with their foster parents, making the trip in a four- 
horse team wagon, taking thirty-six days to come from their old home to Dan- 
ville, Illinois. The wagon was filled with household effects and provisions, leaving 
but room for the family. In it their beds were made at night and they took their 
meals by the side of the road. When they reached Danville, December 13, 1828, 
there were but nine families living here. There was no cabin for them to rent, 
while they were providing a shelter, but they at last succeeded in securing a 
temporary abiding place in a log house which already contained two families. 
This building was 16x16 feet, and stood on the northwest corner of the square 
upon the present site of the First National Bank. Mr. Howell, the foster father 
of William and Washington Bandy, kept his family in this house until spring, 
because he could do no better. 

The land office was at that time located at Palestine, ninety miles away. 
Mr. Howell went there right away to enter or purchase land, but could not do so 
because the officer in charge would not take the Virginia money which he offered 
in payment. After somle delay, this difficulty was overcome and he entered 480 
acres of land. He put four cabins up on this land, the principal one being that 
which was located one mile southeast of the public square. This house was made 
of rough Iogs with a puncheon floor, two windows and a door, with greased paper 
for use in the windows in the place of glass. The building was 16 ft. by 18 ft. 
and boasted window shutters of rived boards. An opening was made in the logs 
eiglut feet wide, and built out three feet, and this was lined with earth for a fire- 
place. The chimney was built outside six feet high and covered with mortar. 
This rude contrivance lasted for years and furnished enough heat for cooking and 
warming of the building in the winter. 

The furniture was equally crude and homely. The bedstead was made of 
riven boards and set on wooden legs; the table was made in a like manner, 
only the legs were made higher. The family had brought two chairs which 
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were given to the father and mother and the boys had to make stools for them- 
selves to  sit on. A tick was made which was filled with straw and another 
filled with feathers, and put on the bed. While game was plenty, and the family 
never lacked for meat, the groceries had to be brought in from Terre Haute 
and sometimes failed to be as plenty. After the cabin was built, water had to 
be carried 300 yards, until a well could be dug. Mr. Howell made a contract 
to get out 10,ooo black walnut rails at twenty-five cents per hundred, and in 
the meanwhile he and tihe boys carried on the improvement of the farm. They 
broke the first timber land about Danville and raised some very fine corn which 
they were obliged to feed to their swine and sell the pork at from $1.00 to $1.50 
per hundred. There was no market for the corn. The wage of a day's work 
was equal to ten or twelve pounds of salt pork or eight bushels of corn, or, from 
thirty-seven and a half to fifty cents in cash, and only the extra good workmen 
could command that price. William Bandy remained a member of this home 
until he was nineteen years old when he went into the Black Hawk war in 
Colonel I. R. Moore's regiment with Captain J. Palmer. 

This regiment went first to Joliet to build a fort. Thence they went to Ot- 
tawa, and yet later William Bandy joined the United States Mounted Rangers, 
which comprised six companies. They found the dread scourge of cholera at 
Rock Island and many fell victims to it. This company finally returned and 
wintered southeast of Danville until in January they were ordered to the other 
side of the Illinois river, but there being no need of their further service they 
came back to their camp. They remained ready for duty all summer, recon- 
noitering in different sections until, in the fall of the year, @hey were discharged. 

Mr. Bandy, in company with Mr. Howell, began work as a carpenter, and 
that year built a house on what was called Sulphur Springs Place, about one 
mile southeast of the court house. In  the following spring they built a flat boat 
upon which Mr. Bandy loaded great quantities of pork and took it to New 
Orleans. When he reached his destination he found an epidemic of cholera, 
and he waited only to sell enough to  pay expenses when he came home, having 
left the rest of his pork to be sold by others. Two years later he had a letter 
from the man who undertook the sale, stating $hat it was all sold, and enclosing 
the price thereof in a draft on a'louisville bank. 

Mr. Bandy built another boat and took another load of produce down the 
rivers, and continued these trips year after year excepting in the time of the 
Mexican war, when he abandoned the river until after its close. 

Later he furnished the Illinois Canal company with packet (horses and also 
was a merchant in partnership with his father-in-law, William Murphy. He 
later had a hardware store, conducting the largest business of this kind in the 
county, for years. H e  spent the last years of his life in the real estate business. 
His first residence was on North street, east of Vermilion, where he had a half 
acre of ground. He  was appointed as one of the commissioners to make the 
slack water of the Vermilion river, in 1835, but did not see it practical; later 
he was appointed marshal of the Eastern District of Illinois, but there being 
nothing which appealed to him in the office, he withdrew. 

Mr. Bandy represented his township two terms as supervisor; he also served 
the city as president of the city council and as alderman. Mr. Bandy married 
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Miss Harrie J. Murphy, in 1833. They were the parents of seven children. 
Mrs. Bandy died in 1872, and nine years later he married Mrs. Deborah (King) 
Jo,hnson. 

JAMES SMITH.  

James Smith was one of the first, if not the first man to  settle in Vance 
township. H e  came from Ohio, where he was a farmer, and entered eight hun- 
dred acres of land in Vermilion County in this section. During his life he im- 
proved all this land and gave each of his children a portion before he died. 
H e  came to  Vermilion County in 1829 and lived here until his death in 1872. 
His wife died ten years before him. 

William Blakeney was a native of Kentucky, and his wife Susan (Ellis) 
Blankeney, was born in Greene County, Ohio. Susan Ellis came to \-errnilion 
County with her father about 1821, but Mr. Blakeney came in 1829. He  came 
to  Illinois earlier than this but did not locate in Vermilion County for some 
time after he  left Ohio. I-Ie traveled over the state on foot, visiting the lead 
mines at Galena. H e  served in the Black Hawk war in 1832, three years after 
coming to Vermilion County. Physically, William Elakeney was a splendid 
speciinent of manhood. H e  was tall, had a powerful frame and was very active. 
H e  was acknowledged the strongest man \vest of the Wabash, and could outrun 
any man in this section were he white man or Indian. 3Ir. and Mrs. Blakeney 
were the parents of twelve children, eight of \vho111 grew to mature years and 
married and had families of their own. 

Mr. Blakeney's home was in Georgetown township. One of his sons, we11 
known in Sergeant Blakeney, married the daugl~ter of Benjamin Brooks, the 
founder of Brooks' Point. 

CHARLES S. YOUNG. 

Charles Young became an extensive land owner in \-ertnilion County, c o w  
ing at the early date of 1829. He was a Kentuckian by birth and lived in that 
state until after his marriage. January 14, 1829. I-Ie lived in Ilarrison County. 
until the following October when the young couple clecicletl to change their 
residence and go to  the new county of JTermilion in the new state of Illinois. 
They arrived here on October 14. and took their life up  in Nenlell t o \ ~ n s h i l ~ .  
The amount of his wealth at the time oE his coming to l~ermilion County \\.as 
an eagle, a half dollar and twenty-fve cents in his pocket. He bought eighty 
acres of wild prairie land and by careful lnanagement he became one of the 
richest men in Vermilion County. He  bought and solti all lcinds of stock. having 
driven horses to the Cincinnati. Chicago. Racine and 3liln.aukee markets. l r r .  
Young was the father of nine children. His wife died in 1871. 

Charles Caraway was the son of Thomas Caraway of Greenbriar County. 
Virginia. H e  was born in 1788, and came to  Vermilion County in 1829. H e  
had been married to Elizabeth hIcCorkle of the same county a few years pre- 
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vious to his coming west. They located not far from Butler's Point and estab- 
lished a family, the descendents of whom have been prominent in affairs of the 
county since that time. Mr. Caraway lived in the county nine years and died 
in 1838. His widow afterward married Anson Butler, and lived until 184s. I 

LiITHAM FOLGER. 

Latham Folger entered land in the Harrison Purchase, and was a tanner, 
a shoemaker and a manufacturer of horse collars. H e  ran a tannery, a shoe 3 

shop and a horse-collar shop in Elwood from 1829 until 1845, when he settled 
on his land in the southern part of Elwood township, where he carried on 
farming extensively. H e  died early in the year of 1852, but his wife lived nearly 
thirty years more. 

Latham Folger lived in Nantucket Island in his young clays. H e  was a 
whaler, ancl was taken prisoner while whaling during the war with Great 
Britain, and because he refused to fight. was left on a small rocky island to die, 
but he was fortunate in having an Americn vessel come long and rescue him 
before he starved to death. 

WILLIAM C U N N I N G H A M .  a 

William Cunningham was born in Pennsylvania about 1778, ancl shortly 
af ter  his marriage t o  Mary Humes came west and settled in Kentucky, coming 
thence to Verlnilion County in 1829. They settled on the prairie in Newel1 
township at what was afterwards called Cunningham Grove. The family trav- 
eled in a prairie schooner drawn by oxen, and much time was consumetl in com- 
ing from Kentucky, the roads being none of the best. Mr. Cunningham settled 
on section 11 and there built hiin a house after the fashion of the day. 4 

Mr. Cunningham was married twice and was the father of twelve children. 
Chicago was the trading point where Mr. Cttnningham exchanged groceries for 
farm produce hauled there in wagons drawn by oxen. 

Mr. Cunningham died at his home in Newel1 township May 11, 1852. 

WILLIAM CURRENT. 

William Current came to  Vermilion County in 1829 with his brother and 
sister, settling in Newel1 township. He was a blacksmith and wagon-maker by 
trade and after he came west sold some of the wagons he had made to people in 
Chicago. 

Chicago was the market where he sold his eggs, butter ancl other farm pro- 
duce. Mr. Current was a native of Virginia, whence he came west. H e  lived in 
Newel1 township until his death in 1851. H e  was the father of fourteen chil- 
dren. His wife, Mary (Bastwin) Current survived her husband by more than 
thirty years. 

JAMES ELLIOTT. 

James and Elizabeth (Smith) Elliott lived on a farm in Ohio until 1829 
when they came to Vermilion C o ~ ~ n t y ,  Illinois, where Mr. Elliott bought land in 
Vance township. Mr. Ellio,tt lived in this section all his life, a good citizen. H e  
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was three times married, having a family of seven children. Of all these chil- 
dren but two lived to maturity and they both lived in Vermilion County. 

The oldest son of Mr. Elliott Milton, who came to  this county with his 
parents was a farmer all his life. H e  married Miss Elizabeth Smoot, who lived 
near Fairrnount and they were the parents of six children. Mr. Milton Elliott 
died in 1884 and Mr. Elliott died in 1895. 

J O H N  D. C. CLINE. 

John D. C. Cline came from Kentucky in 1829 and settled in Blount town- 
ship, where the name has been a familiar one ever since. The old homestead 
was on section 26. Mr. Cline was a potter and freqtzently made trips as far 
as \Visconsin to sell his goods. His son, Spencer Cline continued the clearing 
of the farm and lived in the house which his father built. 

Spencer Cline died March 27, 1893. H e  was a raiser of small fruit. 

J O H N  JOHNS. 

John Johns was born in Shelby County, Kentucky, May 25, 1805. \Vhile 
he was quite young his father moved to Owen County, Indiana. Most of his 
early life was spent flatboating down the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. 

H e  was married to hIiss Mary Humphrey at the residence of Uncle Reuben 
Partlow, Owen County, Indiana, in 1826. H e  went to Kentucky to  live with his 
wife's father, John Humphrey, until 1829, when he came to this county and 
made his home in Blount township in the Copeland neighborhood. His brothers- 
in-law, Benjamin Stewart and John Mills, with his father-in-law, Mr. Humph- 
rey, came here a few years later. John Johns came in a wagon from Ken- 
tucky, bringing provisions enough to  last one year until he could raise a crop. 
Mr. Johns remained in Blount township t~nti l  1852, when he removed to Dan- 
ville. After coming to Danville he engaged in the lime and plaster trade for 
many years. H e  had lived a retired life for some years at the time of his death 
in 1886, a t  the age of 81 years. H e  died at the home of his son-in-law, Charles 
Hacker, after a short and painful illness. H e  was known to the people as Father 
Johns, and his quiet demeanor made every one fond of him. H e  was like wheat 
ripe for the sickle. H e  had been a church member for sixty years, and the first 
religious services ever held in Blount township were held a t  his house. 

After he removed t o  Danville he united with the North Street church and 
was buried from that church, his interment being in Springhill cemetery. An 
old friend of his wrote at the time that he "was sound in judgment and very de- 
cided in his principles, and so far as he knew the right nothing could cause him 
to swerve from the right." 

JOHN COX. 

John Cox came to  Vermilion County in 1829 and settled on the Middle Fork 
six miles west of Danville. H e  was a carpenter and also owned a fine farm, 
which he entered and himself improved. John Cox was in the Black Hawk war. 
Both he and his wife belonged to the Baptist church. Mr. Cox died May 23, 
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1846, and his wife on September 2, 1851. They were the parents of six chil- 
dren. Thomas, who was a baby but six week old when his parents came to 
Illinois, grew up to a life of success and usefulness. He had much land and 
was ordained a minister in the Baptist church in 1886, after which time he had 
either a regular charge or  a circuit. 

ADAM PATE. 

Adam Pate was born in Virginia, married Elizabeth Owens, of Kentucky, 
and began their wedded life in Dearborn County, Indiana. In 1829 they came to 
Vermilion County, and located in Catlin township, where they lived all their 
remaining days. They experienced all the pleasures and the trials of pioneer 
days. Mr. Pate died February 24. 1867, and Mrs. Pate died in 1864. 

EPHRIAM ACREE. 

Ephriam Acree came to Vermilion County directly from Alabama in 1829. 
H e  made a settlement in Catlin township. He bought 130 acres of raw land 
upon which he built the house that all had a t  that time and fenced, and broke six 
acres the first season. The next year he managed to put thirty mere acres under 
cultivation. The corn raised could not bring more than six and a fourth cents 
per bushel and the mills were so far  away that it was hard to get it ground so 
as to use it for food for the family. Joel Acree, his son, often took a sack of 
corn on horseback ten and sometimes fifteen miles to get it ground. Mr. Acree 
died in 1835 and was buried in the Butler burying ground. Joel Acree lived 
with his mother until 1848, when he was married to Elvessa Yount, daughter 
of one of the old settlers. 

After his marriage Mr. Joel Acree purchased the interest of his brothers 
and sisters in the home place and as the younger children grew up he purchased 
theirs until it all was his. H e  bought other land from time to time until he was 
a great land owner in the county, beside having valuable land in Missouri. 
Ephriam Acree was the father of eleven children, inany of whom beside Joel 
were settled comfortably in Vermilion County. Joel Acree and Elvessa (Yount) 
Acree, his wife, were the parents of but two children who grew to maturity. 
Of these two daughters, the eldest became the wife of Thomas A. Taylor. 

DR. HEYWOOD. 

Dr. Heywood came to Vermilion County in 18zg. and settled in Georgetown 
township, becoming the first regular physician of that village. At that time 
there were but three other physicians in the county. These were Dr. Holmes, Dr. 
Wood and Dr. Smith. After ten years of practice Dr. Heywood moved on his 
farm in Carroll township, where he remained until 1871, when he moved to 
~ndianola. H e  married Miss Sarah Barnett, in 1831. She was the daughter 
of George Barnett. Dr. Heywood was a politician as well as a physician. He 
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represented his county in the legislature in 1855. H e  was very familiar with 
Mr. Lincoln. 

JOHN W. VANCE. 

John W. Vance canle to Vermilion County from Ohio in about 1823 or 1824. 
H e  was born in 1782 and died at the home of his son in 1857. H e  leased the 
Salt Works and developed them, running them to  their greatest capacity, as long 
as there was any profit in them. Mr. Vance was very promineilt in the affairs 
of the county at an early day. H e  represented the county in the legislature for 
two terms. i\!tr. Vance married Miss Deziah Rathburn who was the daughter 
of Mrs. Lura Guymon by a former marriage. The children of Mr. and Mrs. 
Vance were Horace W. Vance, and J. Col. Vance, his sons, also Helen, who 
became the wife of J. Wilson; Lura G., who becanle the wife of S. R. Tilton; 
and Josephine L., wife of L. Steele; with Bridget, Marion, Xlariah, and Joseph. 
the last three of whom died young. While I f r .  Vance was working the salt 
springs, the land upon which the works were located was selected for the county 
seat, but he refused to surrender his lease and the location was changed, thereby 
giving Danville a chance to secure it. Had it not been for Ilis position a t  that 
time, the county seat might have been permanently placed at that place and 
the history of the county ~vould have been radically different. 

ANDREW DAVIDSOK. 

Andrew Davidson came to Verinilioil County in 1828 after their family 
were pretty well grown, and settled near Ifyersville. They brought seven chil- 
dren, two of whom were married. Very soon afterward anotl~er was followed 
by Joseph Kerr who married her. Andre\v Davidson' saw his children all 
nicely settled before he died in 1841. His children were all girls excepting two 
sons. One of these sons remained in hlyersville and the other came to Dan- 
ville. One of Mr. Daviclson's daughters became the wife of Joseph Gundy. 
before they left Ohio and came to Verinilion County. 

SAMUEL AD--\MS. 

Samuel A d a m  was a pioneer of that part of l'ermilion County i~ow ~~~~~~n 
as Newel1 township. He came in the pear 1825, and with his wife settled 
among the Indians, who outn~un~berecl the white people for some time ten to 
one. There were three families ~vho  came together from Harrison County. 
Kentucky, at this time all coining in t\vo horse wagons. and it took three or 
four weeks to make the trip. The party camped along the roadside as they 
were coming. The party consisted of Samuel Adarns. John Aclanls his cousin. 
and Joseph Martin a brother-in-law of Samuel Adarns' father. Samuel Adams 
lzad his wife and two children with him on this trip. They all took up their 
abode on the state boundary line and soon Mr. Adams had a log cabin erected 
with a stick and clay chimney. This stood on section 22 Semell township, the 
old famiIy homestead. H e  entered eighty acres of land from the government 
for which he paid one hundred dollars. This property has always been in the 
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hands of the family since. Samuel Adams was a noted dealer in hogs which he 
raised for the home market. His earliest trading points were Eugene and 
Perrysville on the Wabash River, and later he hauled produce to  Chicago. It  
took about eighteen days for the trip. I t  was necessary to  ford the rivers, 
for no  bridges had been built, and to camp out along the road at night. Home- 
made clothing was used and the second wife of Mr. Adams was noted for her 
skill in weaving. She made blankets and coverlets for the beds and material 
for the household use. Mr. Adams' wife who came from Kentucky with him 
died in the 'forties and he married Sarah Rayle as his second wife. She was a 
widow with five children. She was the daughter of Luke Kayles who was ail 
early pioneer of Vermilion County, and was the first owner of land on the 
North Fork, of the Big Vermilion River. Samuel Adams died at the age of 
eighty-one years in the year 1881, and his second wife, one year later at the age 
of seventy-four. H e  was the father of thirteen children by his first wife. 

This list of the makers of Vermilion County is of necessity limitecl. There 
are other citizens of this decade who have been overlooked without doubt. The 
omission of any name of men who came to this section previous to 1830 is not 
intentional and comes only because of lack of information regarding such. True 
this period covering the time of the coming of the inakers of Vermilion County 
from 1819 to  1829 includes but three years of the actual existence of \-erinilion 
County as an organization, but it is the first decade of the life of the white man 
in the section of country now known as Vermilioil County and as sucli, gives 
the story of the first settlers of the territory. 
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CHAPTER XVI. - ,  . . 

IiYDIAN WARS AS i\FFECTING THIS SECTIOX. 

INDCANS DID NOT AXXOY EARLY SETTLERS-PASSIKG O F  THE INDIA\N TO THE SORTH 

.\XD XORTHWEST-II.\131TL\T OF THE WISNEBAGOES-INDIGXITIES Ox THE WIN- 
SI.:B.\GOES BY TIIE WHITE JIEN-THE ('.\USE OF THE WIKNEBAGO WAR-GvRDON 

IIUBBARD'S NARRATIVE 01: T H E  WII\;SEB.\C;O W.\IZ--IIEZEKI.\H ~ ~ U N N I N G H A ~ ~ ' S  

S,\RR.\TIVE OF THE WIXSEU.\GO W.\R-THE I;L.\CI< HAWK WAR-THE POTTA- 

W.\TOJIIES DID NOT CONTE.\I17LL\TE T I I E  C.\PTURE O F  FORT DE.\KEORS I N  1832- 
P A R T  TAKEN 1:Y THE CITIZp:XS O F  i 'ERI I I I JOS  COCXTY I S  THE RI,.\CI< H.\WK 

w.1~-COLOKEI, P.~YR'E'S I:LOCE; HOUSE. 

'I?his section of the country was not settled until after a binding treaty was 
made with the Indians and there was but little annoyance from them in con- 
secluence. The Miamis ant1 Piankeshaws had given place to the Kickapoos and 
Pottowatomies before coming of the white man. Fa'hen the settlenlents were 
begtin the white man calne in nunlbers to  overpower the red man were he in- 
clined to he hostile. and he transferred his hunting grounds to  the north and 
northwest. Northern Illinois ant1 \Visconsin were the attractions of the Indian in 
the twenties and early thirties. The Winnebagoes had possession of the coun- 
try between Green Bay and the Mississippi river. This tribe was greatly and 
justly angerecl by the indignities perpetrated by some ivhite Inen upon them. 
These white men were ascending the llississir>pi river in the early surnnler of 
1827, in charge of two keel-boats. They lantletl at a IVinnebago cainp not 
f a r  above Prairie du Chien. After making the Tntlians all drunk and them- 
selves, probably. as well, they captured some six or  seven squaws. These the 
men took with them to Fort Snelling. Returning, they were met by several hun- 
dred Winnebago "braves" who had become sober and planned an attack to 
avenge the capture of their squaws. A narrow pass in the river drove the boats 
t o  the shore and the white illen were at the mercy of the redmen. In  the 
encounter which ensued the saxrages killed several of the \vhite Inen and \vot~ncIetl 
many more before they could be repulsed. The squaws escapetl. This was the 
beginning, and, in reality, the end of ~vha t  appeared to be a threatened Indian 
war. The Pottowatomies about Chicago synlpathizecl with the \Vinnebagoes 
and tliere was deep concern felt by those about Fort  Dearborn lest their danger 
was imminent. The  federal governnlent ordered out the National troops under 
.General Atkinson, and Governor Edwards called out the state militia with orders 
to march to  Galena. So alarmed did the people about Fort Dearborn become. 
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that they sent Cdonel Gurdon Hubbard to Vermilion County for troops. This 
mad ride of Colonel Hubbard has passed into history as one of the most remark- 
able on record. Although subsequent conditions did not prove as important in 
the one as in the other, yet this ride of itself, was as courageous and might have 
had as far reaching results as the one of Paul Revere, which has been the in- 
spiration of story and song. Colonel Hubbai-d knew the country through which 
he was going to pass very well. He  had traveled the way many times as he 
visited his trading posts from Fort Dearborn to the Little Vermilion. Leaving 
Chicago in the afternoon he reached his trading post on the Iroquois, despite 
the rain in the night. Pushing on, for his errand would not permit him to 
tarry anywhere, he reached Sugar creek long before morning. H e  found this 
stream swollen beyond its banks, and was obliged make his first stop, waiting 
until daylight here. His Indian pony was almost exhausted when he reached 
Spencer's, two miles south of Danville, that same day. Runners were dispatched 
to the settlements on the Little Vermilion to enlist the help for which he hat1 
made that desperate ride. In the seventh volun~e of the Wisconsin Historical 
Collections, Gurdon Hubbard makes statements which give accurate and lucid 
account of affairs at this time. Quoting directly, Mr. Hubbard says : 

"The first intelligence we had of the massacre on the upper hlississippi river, 
in 1827, here at Fort Dearborn, was brought by General Cass, who, at the time, 
was at Green Bay for the purpose of holding a treaty. The moment the Gen- 
eral received the news of the hostile proceedings of the Winnebagoes, he 
startecl in a birchbark canoe, descended the Wisconsin and Mississippi rivers to 
Jefferson Barracks, where 11e prevailed on the commanding officer to take the 
responsibility of chartering a steamer and sending troops up the Mississippi. 
The expedition left the morning after General Cass arrived there, he 
accon~panying the party as far  as the lnouth of the Illinois river, \vhich lie 
ascended, and came here to Chicago in his light canoe. 

"I was taking breakfast with MI-. John Kinzie, when we heard the Canadian 
boat-song. Mr. Kinzie remarked that the leader's voice ~vas  like Forsyth's. sec- 
retary to General Cass. We all rushecl to the piazza; the canoe propelled by 
thirteen voyageurs was coming rapidly down the river in full view-a beautiful 
sight. We hastened to the bank, receiving General Cass and Forsytll, the latter 
a nephew of Mr. Kinzie. While they were eating their breakfast they gaye us 
full particulars of what had transpired. Gen. Cass remained perhaps t ~ v o  hours 
and left, coasting Lake Michigan. Big Foot's village was at what is now Geneva 
Lake, then known as Big Foot's Lake. An expedition was contemplated by 
Big Foot's band to capture Fort Dearborn, and to this end this chief had been 
at the fort circulating the war wampum among the Pottowatomies while they 
were here receiving their annuities. But all to no purpose. It was not accepted 
by the chiefs and braves of the Pottowatomies. This effort to get aid from the 
Pottowatomies was kept so secret that not a white inan knew a thing about it. 
The Indians had left the foot before General Cass came, but Big Foot's 
band lingered. During this time the fort, then evacuated, was struck by light- 
ning. The barracks on the east side, the storehouse at the south gate, and part 
of the guard house at the south gate, burned down. 
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"It was a t  the time blowing and raining furiously. I was sleeping with 
Robert Kinzie, United States postmaster, in his father's house. W e  put on our 
clothes, ran to the river, and found our canoe filled with water; we could make 
no headway with it. W e  then swam the river and aided in extinguishing the 
fire. We received no aid from the Indians of Big Foot's band. W e  thought it 
strange at the time and they decamped in the morning. The news by General 
Cass made us suspicious of Big Foot. 'That same day we sent Sllaubanee and 
Billy Caldwell to Big Foot's village as spies, to ascertain what the Indians' in- 
tentions were. Caldwell secreted himself in the t\ioods, sending Shaubanee into 
the camp. H e  was ilnmediately seized, but by his presence of mind and shrewd- 
ness, was liberated. 

"He was escorted by Eig Foot Indians for half a day. Shaubanee giving a 
signal as they passed near where Caldwell was, so that he and Caldwell dicl not 
return together, Caldwell reaching here about two hours later. Shaubanee re- 
ported that he was questioned as to  the quantity of guns and ammunition tile 
traders had here, which led him to think an attack n7as contemplated. Big Foot 
admitted he had joined the Winnebagoes to drive the whites fro111 the country, 
urging Shaubanee to act with him, who replied that he woulcl go home. call a 
council of his braves, and send him an answer. There were only about thirty 
whites here a t  Chicago, able to  bear arms at that time. i i  council was called. 
which resulted in a resolution to sencl two or three to the IVabash for aid. 
Three volunteers were called for this purpose, but no one seeil~etl 1\7illing to go. 
I volunteered to go alone. Mrs. Helm who was here a t  the inassacre of 1812, 
but fifteen years ago, objected on the ground that 1 was the only one \vho had 
sufficient influence to conlinand the voyageurs, in case of attack, but it was finall!. 
decided that I should go. I started about four o'clock P. 31. antl reachetl ~ ~ i t h i n  
two miles of Danville, at 111y destination, the nest  afternoon--one huntlrecl and 
twenty miles. Runners were itllnlediately dispatclletl through the  settlement^ and 
the second day, one hundred mounted volunteers reported and Ive left for Chi- 
cago, reaching there the seventh day after my leaving the fort. These volun- 
teers remained, I think, about twenty-five days, when \ve receivetl the new3 that 
the troops from Jefferson Barracks had reachecl the upper Jlississippi. The 
Ivinnebagoes, surprised at their arrival, got together antl conclutletl a peace \\.ith 
the commanding officer." 

After reading this account given by Hubbartl l~imself, it is \veil to turn to 
another account as given by a citizen of \-errnilion County of the part this sec- 
tion took in this war. There is a narrative given 11y Hezekiah Cunningham in 
the Beck~vith history, which graphically portrays the conditions of this espedi- 
tion and gives a vivid picture of the tiines and occasiou so that it is \\ell to 
reproduce it here. Mr. Cunningham was one of the men \vho responder1 to the 
call of Hubbard and knew all about the matter. He says : 

"In the night time, about the fifteenth of July. 1527, I was awakenecl by my 
brother-in-law, Alexander bIcDonald, telling ine that Mr. Hubbard had jtrst 
come in from Chicago, with the word that the Indians were about to massacre 
the people there, and that men were wanted for their protection at once. The 
inhabitants of the county capable of bearing arms had been enrolled under the 
militia law of the state. and organized as 'The Vermilion County Battalion' in 
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which I held a commission as Captain. I dressed myself and started forthwith 
to notify all the men belonging to my company to meet at Butler's Point, the 
place where the county business was then conducted, and where the militia met 
to muster. The captains of the other companies were notified, the same as my- 
self, and they warned out their respective companies the same as I did mine. I 
rode the remainder of the night at this work, up and down the Little C'ermilion. 
At  noon the next day the battalion was at Butler's Point. Most of the men 
lived on the Little Vermilion river, and had to ride or walk six to twelve miles 
to the place of rendezvous. Volunteers were called for, and in a little time fifty 
men, the required number, were raised. Those who agreed to go, then held 
an election of officers for the campaign, choosing Acllilles Morgan, Captain; 
Major Bayles, First Lieutenant, and Colonel Isaac Moore, as Second lieu- 
tenant. The names of the private men as near as I can remember them are as 
follows : George M . Beckwith, John Beasly, myself ( Hezekiah Cunningham), 
Julian Ellis, Sherman Cox, James Dison, Asa Elliott, Francis Foley, William 
Foley, a Mr. Hammers, Jacob Heater, a Mr. Davis, Erin Morgan. Isaac Goen, 
Jonathan Phelps. Joshua Parish, William Reed, John Myers (Little L.ertniliou 
John), John S. Saulsbury, a Mr. Kirkman, Anthony Swishel-, George S~visl~er,  
Joseph Price, George \Veir, John Vaughn, Newton Wright and Abel Williams. 
Many of these men were without horse and the neighbors who had horses ant1 
did not go, loaned their animals to those who did. Still there were five men \vho 
started afoot, as there were not horses for them. W e  disbanded aftei- we were 
mustered in and went hoine to coolc five days rations. and were ordered to 
be at Danville the next day. The inen all had a pint of whisky thinking it es- 
sential to mix a little of it with the slough water we were to drink on our route. 
Abel Williams was smart enough, l~o~vever,  to take sotne ground coffee ancl a 
tin cup along, using no stinlulants whatever. He  hat1 warm drinks 011 his way 
up to Chicago ancl on our way back, all of us, had the same. \Ve arrived at the 
Vermilion river on about noon on Sunclay, the day after assembling at Eutler's 
Point. The river was up running bank full, about a hundred yards \i itle. wit11 
a strong current. Our men and saddles were taken over in a canoe. We 1111- 

dertook to  swim our horses, and as they were driven into the water the current 
would strike them and they would swim in a circle, and return to the shore a 
few rorls below. Mr. I-Iubbard, provoked at this delay. threw off liis coat and 
said :-'Give ine old Charley,' meaning a large, steady going horse owned by 
James Butler ancl loaned to Jacob Heater. Mr. Hubbard mounting this horse, 
bodily dashed into the stream, and the other horses were quickly crowded after 
him. The  water was so swift that old Charley became unmanageable. when 
Mr. Hubbard dismounted on the upper side, and seizetl the horse by the mane 
near the animal's head and swimming wit11 his left arm, guided the horse in the 
direction of the opposite shore. We were afraid he would be washed under 
the horse, or be struck by his feet and be drowned; but he got over \vithout 
damage, except the wetting of his broadcloth pants and moccasins. These he had 
to  dry on his person as we went on our way. I will here say that a better man 
than Mr. Hubbard could not have been sent to our people. He  was well known 
to all the settlers. His generosity, his quiet and determined courage, and his 
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integrity were so well known and appreciated that he had the confidence and 
good will of everybody, and was a well recognized leader among us pioneers. 

"At that time there were no persons living on the north bank o-f the Vermilion 
river, near Danville, except Robert Trickle and George Weir, up near the pres- 
ent (1879) woolen factory, and William Reed and Dan Beckwith; the latter 
had a little log cabin on the bluff of the Vermilion near the present highway 
bridge or rather on the edge of the hill east of the highway some rods. Here 
lie kept store in addition to his official duties of constable and county surveyor. 
The store contained a small assortment of such articles as  were suitable for bar- 
ter with the Indians who were the principal customers. We called it the 
'Sadclle-bag' store because the supplies were brought us from Terre Haute in 
saddle-bags, that indispensable accompaniment of every rider in those days, be- 
fore highways were provided for the use of vehicles. Mr. Reed had been elected 
sheriff the previous March, receiving fifty-seven out of the eighty votes cast 
at the election and which represented about all the voting population of the 
country at that time. Both Reed and Dan wanted to go with us, and after quite 
a warm controversy between them, as it was impossible for both to leave, it was 
agreed that Reed should go and that Beck\vith would look after the affairs of 
both while he was gone. Amos IVilliatns was building his house in Danville 
at that time, the sale of lots having taken place the previous April. 

"Crossing the North Fork a t  Denmark, three miles north of Danville, we 
passecl the cabin of Seymour Treat. He was building a inill at that place, and his 
house was the last one in which a family was living until tve reached Hubbard's 
trading post on the north bank of the Iroquois river. near which has since been 
known as the town of 'Buncon~be,' and f r o n ~  this trading post there nfas no 
habitation, Indian wigwams excepted, on the line of our march until we reached 
Fort Dearborn. I t  was a wilderness of prairie all the way except a little tim- 
ber we passed through near Sugar creek and at the Iroquois. Late in the same 
afternoon that we passed Treat's house, we halted at the last crossing of the 
Xorth Fork at Eicknell's Point, a little north of the present town of Rossville. 
I-Iere three of the foot men turned back as the conditions of the streams made 
it in~possible for them to continue longer with us. Two nlen who had horses 
also left us. After a hasty lunch we struck out across the eighteen mile prairie. 
the men stringing out on the trail, Indian file, reaching Sugar creek late in the 
night, where we went into camp on the s o ~ t t l ~  bank, near the present town of 
hlilford. The next day before noon, we arrived at Hubbard's Trading House. 
which was on the north bank of the Iroquois, about a quarter of a mile from the 
r e .  A lot of Indians, some of them half naked, were laying and lounging 
around on the river's bank and trading-house; and lvhen it was proposed to 
swim our horses over in advance of passing the men in boats the Inen objected. 
fearing the Indians would take our horses, or stampede them, or do us some 
otller mischief. Mr. Hubbarcl assured us these savages were friendly, and we 
afterwards learned that they were Pottowatomies, known as 'Hubbard Band' 
from the fact that he had long traded with, and had an influence over them. 
Tt is proper to state here that we were deficient in arms. We gathered up squir- 
rel rifles, flint locks, old inuskets or anything like a gun, that \Ire may have liad 
about our houses. Some of us had no fire-arms at all. I, myself, was among 
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this number. Mr. Hubbard supplied those of us who had inefficient weapons, 
or those of us who were without them. He  also gave us flour and salt pork. 
H e  had lately brought up the Iroquois river, a supply of these articles. We 
remained at Hubbard's trading house the remainder of the day, cooking rations 
and supplying our necessities. The next morning we again inoved forivarcl, 
swimming Beaver,creek and crossing Kankakee river at the rapids, just at the 
head of the island near Momence; pushing along we passed Yellowhead's vil- 
lage. The old chief, with a few old men and squaws and papooses, were at 
home; the young men were off on a hunt. Remaining here a little time, me 
again set out, and going about five miles, we encamped at the point of the tim- 
ber on Yellow Head's creek. The next morning we again set out crossing a 
branch of the Calumet to the west of the Blue Island. All the way from Dan- 
ville we had followed an Indian trail, since known as Hubbard's Trace. There 
was no signs of roads, the prairies and the whole country was crossed and re- 
crossed by Indian trails, and we never coulcl have got through but for the 
knowledge Mr. Hubbard had of the country. I t  had been raining for some days 
before we left home, and it rained almost every day on the route. The streams 
and sloughs were full of water. We swam the former and traveled through the 
latter, some times almost by the hour. Many of the ponds were so deep that 
our men dipped up the water to drink as they sat in their saddles. 

"Colonel Hubbard, fared better than the rest of us-that is, he did not get 
his legs wet as often, for he rode a very tall, iron-gray stallion, that Peleg 
Spencer, Sr., living two miles south of Danville, loaned him. The little In- 
dian pony Hubbard rode in from the Iroquois, to Spencers, was so used up, as 
to  be unfit for the return journey. 

"We reached Chicago about four o'clock on the ~norniilg of the fourth day 
in the midst of the most severe rain storm I ever experienced, accompanied by 
thunder and vicious lightning. The rain we did not mind; we were without 
tents and were used to wetting. The water we took within us hurt us more 
than that which fell upon us, as drinking it made many of us sick. The people 
of Chicago were very glad to see us. They had been expecting an attack every 
hour since Colonel Hubbard had left them, and as we approached they tlicl not 
know whether we were enemies or friends, and when they learned that we were 
friends, they gave us a shout of welcome. They had organized a company of 
thirty or fifty men, composed principally of Canadian half-breeds, interspersed 
with a few Americans, all under command of Captain Beaubien. The Ameri- 
cans, seeing we were a better-looking crowd, wanted to leave their associates 
and join our company. This feeling caused quite a row, ancl the officers finally 
restored harmony, and the discontented men went back to their old command. 
The town of Chicago was composed at this time, of six or seven American 
families, a number of half-breeds, and a lot of idle, vagabond Indians loitering 
about. I made the acquaintance of Robert and James Kinzie, and their father, 
John Kinzie. We kept guard day and night, for some eight or ten days, when 
a runner came in-I think from Green Bay-bringing word that General Cass 
had concluded a treaty with the Winnebagoes, and we might now disband ancl 
go home. The citizens were overjoyed at the news and in their gladness they 
turned out, one barrel of gin, one barrel of brandy and one barrel of whisky. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 146 

knocking the heads of the barrels in. Everybody was invited to take a free 
drink, and, to  tell the truth, everybody did drink. 

"The ladies of Fort Dearborn treated us especially well. I say this without 
disparaging the conduct of the men to us. The ladies gave us all manner of 
good things to eat; they loaded us with provisions and gave us all those deli- 
cate attentions that the kindness of a woman's heart would suggest. Some of 
thein, the ladies whom, I understand, were recently from New York, dis- 
tributed tracts and other reading matter among our company, and interested 
themselves zealously in our spiritual, as well as our temporal welfare. We 
started on our return, camping out of nights and reaching home on the third 
day. The only good water we got, going out or  coming back, was at a re- 
inarkable spring bursting out of the top of a little mound in the inidst of a 
slough a few miles south of the Kankakee. I shall never forget this spring; it 
was a curiosity, found in the situation I have described. 

"In conclusion, let ine say, that, under the bounty act of 1852, I received a 
warrant for eighty acres of land for my service in the campaign above nar- 
rated." 

The other important Indian war affected ITerinilion County no more di- 
rectly. I t  was what is known in history as the Black Hawk war, and bears date 
of 1532. five years after that of the Winnebago war. The vast extent of ter- 
ritory in the northern part of Illinois. was owned by the Saux and Fox In- 
dians up to the time of the treaty of 1830. A treaty was made with then1 as 
early as 1804, by which they, for $2,000, and an annuity of $1,000, ceded to the 
United States large tracts of land on the Mississippi and Illinois river. At this 
time these Indians were n~ostly west of the Mississippi, 140 leagues above St. 
Louis, and they n~r~llbered 1,200. In the war of 1812, three hundred warriors 
joined the British at Malden, and took part in the attack on Sandusky. This 
was the time, it must be remeinberetl, of the massacre at Fort Dearborn, and 
the subsequent raids against the Indians by the Illinois Rangers. Keokuk, one 
of their chiefs, with a part of the tribe, re~llainecl friendly. then ancl afterward. 
In 1815 they inacle a treaty of peace but one bancl of Saux (or Sacs, as they 
were frequently called), long continued to be called the British Band. 

By the terms of the treaty of 1824 ancl that of 1830 which virtually ratifiecl 
the former, the Indians agreed to go across the Alississippi ancl open up the land 
on the east side to the white man. This treaty was recognized by the nlost 
of the Indians and was satisfactory to the great chief. Iceokuk, but was not 
considered binding by the equally as great chief, Elack I-Ia~vk. H e  claitned that 
neither hilnself nor any one representing his band was present when either 
treaty was made. An agreement was at last effecter1 between the Indian and the 
fvhite Inan that provided for a joint o~vnership of the land, but which, by the 
nature of conditions, co~tld not stand. Black Hawk and his band grew more 
and more annoying-the white settlers retaliated by tearing down fences and 
letting their cattle in to destroy the corn the squaws had planted. The troops. 
both State and National, were sent into that section and drove Black Hawk's 
band across the Mississippi. This was in 1831. Elack Hawk had been an ally 
of the British and his band was yet called the British Rand and the Americans 
were suspicio~is of him, so that when he. the following year, came with his 
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entire band, including the squaws and papooses, and cooking utensils, with the 
avowed intention that, if his squaws were not allowed to plant corn on their 
old fields he would accept the invitation of the Winnebagoes and plant corn 
near some of their villages, his motives in coming were seriously questioned. 
His coming caused great alarm and Governor Reynolds called out the inilitia 
and forced the position, on the part of Black Hawk, to make war upon the 
whites. A council with Black Hawk ~ o u l d ,  without doubt, have resulted in a 
submission without bloodshed. At least this seems to be the correct reading 
of history. The details of the Black Hawk war are out of place here other 
than to the extent that Vermilion County was affected by them. 

The first knowledge the people had of this war was at the Sunday ser- 
vices being conducted by Rev. Kingsbury. These services were in the second 
story of a store building. The terrible fear of being captured by the Indians 
had sent the scattered inhabitants of the Fox River counryt froill their homes 
to the southward, always with the cry "The Indians !" "The Indians !" Three of 
these terrified white men had made their way to Danville, and on that quiet 
bright Lord's Day, all breathless with fear and fatigue, had alarmed the town 
by rushing into service with this cry of terror and the appaling stories they 
had to tell. Rumors of distress grew, and sympathy increased until a call for 
volunteers to  go to the relief of the white men in peril resulted in the enlist- 
ment, in less than two hours, of thirty-one men ready to inarch out to save the 
settlers. Provision was hasily prepared, firearms were secured, an election of 
officers resulted in the choice of Dan Beckwith fo1- Captain, and by three o'clock 
in the afternoon this company was on the way to Joliet. They reached Beck- 
nell's crossing of the North Fork by nightfall, where they went into camp. 
The next morning they went out on the great prairie and pushed between the 
path of the families coming south and what they supposed were the pursuing 
Indians. However, they could not find any Indians in pursuit; in fact, they 
only found some friendly Pottowatomies who were known to the officers of the 
company. A story of possible danger which was not met by this company was a 
tale current for some time afterward, but in reality, there was no incident re- 
corded, either going or coming to excite their alarm. The one incident to which 
reference is made, was this-one evening they were near the "twelve mile 
grove" and camped for the night. Dr. Fithian and George Beckwith were sent 
out to reconnoitre this grove as spies. As they approached this grove their 
horses were seized with an unaccountable fright and their riders lost control of 
them. As the dusk was settling down, the men decided it would hardly be safe 
for them to proceed, so they went to camp, learning later that Black Hawk's 
men were secreted in the grove. While these volunteers were away, Colonel 
Isaac J. Moores had been officially notified by Governor Reynolds to have his 
regiment included in the Vermilion County militia in readiness in case their 
services were needed. Immediately on the alarm, the volunteers got in readi- 
ness, and Colonel Hubbard furnished several four-horse wagons, loaded with 
provision, for  their sustenance. This force consisted of four hundred mounted 
men. Every part of the county was represented by its best citizens. Colonel 
Moores was in command with John Murphy, acting as his aid. The next 
morning as they reached the prairie they met the company which had gone to 
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the relief of the settlers returning. The most of them went back to the seat 
of war with Colonel Moores' regiment and the others went on to Danville to 
spend a few days with families and to  return a little later. Captain Morgan 
L. Payne and his company were sent some thirty miles up t l ~ e  DLI Page river 
from Jdiet  with instructions to build a block-house and protect the property 
which had been abandoned in their flight. Colonel Moores also commenced a 
fortification at Joliet when his command was ordered to Ottawa, the head- 
quarters of General Atkinson, and his command discharged, and, with the ex- 
ception of Captain Payne's company, allowed to immediately return home. 

Captain Payne built a block-house and a fort not far from Saperville. The 
inhabitants of Naperville had all fled in great haste. After the fort was coin- 
pleted some seventy women and children who had escaped to Chicago :\-hen the 
Indians first made their attack were brought back here for qafety fro111 the 
cholera when it broke out. 

I t  was not long after the discharge of Colonel Moores' reginlent that Cap- 
tain Payne's command was also relieved and they returnecl home. There \\-as 
but one life lost in this campaign. The one man killed was IVillian~ Eron~n. He 
went to Butterfield's pasture to get some clapboards which had been left there 
before the Indian disturbances and was killed by the enemy in ambush. Bro\vn, 
a young fellow himself, was accompanietl by a latl of about fifteen who escaped 
injury, and returned to their camp near Sapersville. The Indians took the 
horses from the wagon and led them away. \vhile they run the \\ragoil against 
the tree and destroyed it. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

THE THIRTIES I N  VERMILION COUNTY. 

THE PERMANENT COURT HOUSE-WILLIAM MILLIKANS' CARDING MILL BUILT- 

FIRST LOG iMEETING HOUSE BUILT---OPENING OF X ROAD FROM FORT CLARK- 

NEWCOMERS TO VERMILION COUNTY I N  1830--REVIVAL I N  T H E  INTERESTS O F  

MORMANISM-LAND OFFICE-CONGRESS PETITIONED TO GRANT STRlP O F  LAND 

BETWEEN CHICAGO AND VINCENNES FOR RAILROAD-NEWCOMERS TO VER- 

MILION COUNTY I N  1831-PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE BUILT-FIRST NEWSPAPER 

STARTED I N  VERMILION COUNTY---GOSHEN BAPTIST CHURCH O R G A N I Z E h P O S -  

TAL ROUTE ESTABLISHED FROM CHICAGO TO VINCENNES-NEWCOM ERS TO VER- 

MILION COUNTY I N  1832-BRADY BRANCH CORNCRACKER-NEW COMERS I N  

1833-EXODUS TO WISCONSIN LEIID MINES-NEWCOMERS I N  I ~ ~ ~ - C H ~ \ R T E K  

FOR C. & V. R. R.-CHARTER SECURED FOR NORTH CROSS R. R.-NEWCOMERS I N  

1835-KIRKPATRICK'S M I L L  ON STONY CREEK-KYGER'S MILL BUILT-STATE 

BANK CHARTERED--NEWCOMERS I N  1 8 3 6 ~ ~ 0 s  WILLIAM'S MILL-SAWMILI, 

-FIRST STEAM SAW MILL-R. R. GRADED THROUGH VANCE TOWNSIIIP-POSTAI. 

ROUTE FROM D.1NVILLE TO SPRINGFIELD VIA DECATUR-POSTAI, ROUTE FRO&$ 

DANVILLE TO OTTAWA-POSTAIL ROUTE FROM INDIIINAPOLIS TO DANVII-LE- 

NEWCOMERS I N  1837-GRADING ROADBED FROM CHsiR.IP.iTGN COUNTY EAST- 

SHEPIIERD'S MILL-VERMILION It-IPIDS PLATTED-NEWCO>IISUS I S  1838-SAW- 
MILL NORTHWEST O F  .\LV.iX-NEWTOWN L,\ID OUT-CIIRISTlI.\N JIILL-NEW- 

COMERS OF 1839. 

The claim that "biography is the only true llistory" holcls good at least in 
the telling of the story of a new country. Up to 1830 the histo-ry of Vermilion 
County is recorded in the biographies of the men and woinen who canle into the 
wilderness to make new homes. Events in these years were little less than direct 
expressions of individual tastes and desires. hiien controlled events in a greater 
degree than they could afte; there were a larger number together with more 
diversified interests and ideas of life. Each inan was more a factor in the 
events than was the case when a larger number made a community of interests 
a necessity. So it is that by the time of the "thirties," the individual man was 
recording the history of the county in a series of events which more or less de- 
termined his own history more than he was making it as a story of single lives. 
A man cottld come to this section in the twenties and develop a farm here and 
there to his credit, tracing the way to some other rude cabin when he felt the 
need of cornpani-onship; but as others came and demanded rights to comfortable 
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homes he must divert his efforts to that which would add to the comfort of the 
many; he must divide his space, and where the old trace had sufficed his needs, 
a road must be laid out, and one notes many changes marking events. 
The county was growing and new conditions were arising. The county 
seat liad been little more than a name for two o r  three years. Court had been 
little better housed than before the location of the county seat had been made 
at Danville. The first court was held at Butler's Point, and so was the second, 
term. The first was at the home of Janles Butler and the second at the home 
of -4sa Ellio'tt. The next term of court was held at the hoine of Amos Will- 
iams, in Danville. But after this there was a temporary building that stood 
on the west side of the public square south of blain street for a court house. 
This was the log house built by Mr. Reed, which the county bought with an idea 
of fitting it up for public use. This was the first court house. It  did not 
stand on the corner of the plaza where the bank is now, but on the lot just west 
of this,. where the Woodbury stores have been for nlore than a half century. 
This bui1,ding was one story high with a space for a loft above, was about six- 
teen feet square, and made out of heavy logs, hewn inside and out. The county 
solcl this pro'perty, lot and all, to Hezekiah Cunningham, who agreed to provide 
them kvith a place to hold court, etc., in the upper story of the large frame build- 
ing he and Murphy were erecting on the southwrest corner of the square. This 
building was on the lot now used by the Illinois Traction systenln. The build- 
ing which the county first used for a court house, the first court house of ITer- 
n~ilion County. was renlovecl after Mr. Cunningham bougl~t it to a lot on the 
corner of N.ort11 ant1 Hazel streets, where, it1 after years, it was weather- 
I~oardetl and fortnecl the nlain building to  which Mr. Panner put wings. I t  re- 
n~ained here until June. 1876, when it burned. At the Decetnber terrn of court, 1830, 
the county board ordered notice to be given for the reception of plans and bids 
for a permanent court house. No,thing, however. \\.as done until the following 
December, when notice was again given cleclaring that at the nest term of court 
l ids would be received. A new departure \vas nlatle in the carding mill built 
by LVilliam hfillilcan in 1820. I t  was a ~~ritliitive affair run by treadmill. Rut 
as it was the first card.ing illill in the county, it \\?as patronizetl by many. Its 
patrons were a1n:ays kept waiting ~ ~ n t i l  the oxen \vl~ich, st111 it1 the b~rsh. cn~~l t l  
he found. 

This mill was located within Georgetown to~\;nship. and to tl~ose living not-tll 
in the other part of the county, it was a great undertaking to attelnpt to get 
any carding done. It  was in the same year that the first floor other than one 
~ n a d e  of puncheons, was put into Dr. Fithian's house. This house was the 
\voncIer of all, it being the first "planed floor" ever known in the county. The 
carpenter was prevailed upon to let some of the leaders anlong the young people 
have a (lance in the new liouse before he turned it over to Dr. Fithian. This 
was fortunate. as the stern rnan \voul~d not have chosen such a mad frolic as a 
house warming, and it wottld have been too bad to have rnissed such a floor for 
dancing. The roacls of the county had been a concern from the time of its or- 
ganization. The destination of tlte most of these roads was the salt ~vorks. 
and every road that did not go directly to- this destination \\:as intercepted at 
some point where it would turn in that direction. 
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An important road was opened from the Fort Clark road in 1830. This was 
opened from the Fort Clark road, where it crosses the west line of section 25, 
T. 20 west R. IIW. 

There were many newcomers to Vermilion County in 1830. Among them 
are numbered Dennis Olehy. H e  was bum and reared in Portsmoutl~, Ohio. 
H e  married and settled there. I n  1830 he determined to  go west and jowl-neyecl 
with a team to Vermilion County, Illinois. At that time much of the land was 
yet in the hands of the government. Mr. Olehy entered a claim to land, which 
later was within Danville township. When he first came he put up a pole 
shantv for temporary shelter until he could build a log cabin. His wife's 
father, John Glaze, is supposed to  have come with him. Dennis Olehy and 
Elizabeth (Glaze), his wife, were the parents of seven children and after her 
death in 1845, he married Sarah Ann Jones and became the father of ten .nlol-e 
children. 

His was an honorable place among the pioneers of the county, and he livetl 
to an advanced age. H e  died March 2, 1877. Robert Price was another one 
who caine to Vermilion County in 1830. He was a native of Lexington. Ken- 
tucky, whose parents came from England to Ohio. Robert Price died in 1850. 
He was the father of but four children, only one of whom lived to maturity. 

John Pugh was from Pennsylvania when he came to Vermilion County in 
1830. His ancestors were born and reared in the faith of the Society of Friends 
for many generations back. John Pugh caine with his fanlily to \7er i~~i l io i~  
County, Illinois, settling on the Little Vermilion in Carroll township. In 1836 
he changed his residence to Elwood township, where he spent the remainder of 
his days. H e  died at the old home in 1847 and his wife lived until 1884. 

Nathaniel Langley came from Kentucky t o  Vermilion County in 1830, com- 
ing in wagons. H e  located in Danville township, buying seventy acres of timber 
land on section 27. I-Se built a log house and lived therein for three years. 
Then he sold that place and bought over zoo acres on sections 26 and 27, 5amc 
township, where he lived the remainder of his life. 

Dr. IVilliarn Fithian came to Vermilion County in 1330, locating at IIa11- 
ville. The surrounding couritry was but sparsely settled; the lancl being yet 
largely owned by the government and for sale at $1.25 per acre. Dr. Fithiai~ 
entered upon a great practice covering a large area that even extended to Chi- 
cago. He entered land to such an extent that he acquired a fortune. Dr. I~ithian 
was a politician and served in the legislature as well as holding more local offices. 
Dr. Fithian was married four times and became the father of four children. 

Luke Dillon was a native of Guilford County, N. C., and caine to Ohio \\-licn 
seventeen years old and began farming. In the fall of 1830 he came to 
milion County and bought a farm one nlile north of Georgetown, when it was a 
wild country. This was a large farm and he built a log house on it which hat1 
one room and a kitchen added. Luke Dillon was the father of ten children, all 
of whom grew to manhood and womanhood. One of these chilclren was killed 
in the army. 

In 1830 Osborne Hilleary, with his family, emigrated froill Ohio to Illinois 
and settled on section 30, Blount township. They made the journey overland 
in a covered wagon o r  a prairie schooner, as it was called. When they reached 
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their destination he entered eighty acres of land from the governnlent and he 
also bought a tract of timber from a settler, all of which he, with the help 
of his boys, cleared. His first home was in a log cabin with a puncheon floor 
and a fireplace along one end. The family raised their own sheep which they 
sheared, and they then spun and wove the wool into cloth from which were 
made the garments of the family. Osborne Hilleary was the father of nine chil- 
dren, all of whom lived to maturity. H e  and his wife both lived in Elount 
township the remainder of their days. Thomas LV. Douglass was born 011 the 
Penobscot river in Maine and came to Dearborn County, Indiana, settling near 
Rising Sun. H e  married Delilah Payne, of Xew York, and they mere the 
parents of twelve children, ten of whom reached mature life. On coining to 
Illinois Mr. Douglass drove through the black swamps of Indiana when the 
wheels would sink to the hubs in the mud. Several families caine together. 
Mr. Douglass entered 240 acres of land on the section on which the county farm 
is located. 

The Douglass family lived in the double log house for thirt! year\. Thi, 
was the one he built when he first came here. I t  had a stick and clay chimney. 
and the fire was lighted with punk gathered in the timber and ignited by means 
of flint and tow. Camp ineetings were held where the home-made tallow can- 
dles furnished light and the girls of the household went. carrying their shoes 
with them, until they were near to the place of worship antl reinoving them 
before they started for home. Tllolnas IV. Douglass died in the village of Cat- 
lin in October, 1865. 

John Thompson was born in Erie County, Pennsylvania, in 1797 He \\'as 
a well informed man and taught school some of the time. l i e  came west, antl 
in about 1823 he was married in Dearborn County, Indiana, to Esther Payne. 
and in 1830 they came to Verlnilion County, settling near Danville where 1Ir .  
Thompson became the owner of three hundretl acres of lantl, a part of which he 
obtained from the governlnent. His effort5 cle~~elopetl thi? into a valuable farin. 
The first house was a log cabin which they occul~ietl until 1 8 4  when they built 
a two <tory frame house. Jo1111 Thompson was a man of Inore than ordinary 
ability antl he took an active part in affairs of the county. H e  acquired consitl- 
erble property. He  served at one time as connty co~ninis\ioner. H e  was one 
of the charter ~nembers of the Danville Lodge of llason.; and tilled n~any  of- 
ficcs therein. H e  died in 1861 at the age of sixty-five years. His wife survivetl 
11iin ~ ~ n t i l  1899, when she died at the advanced age of ninety-three. Rot11 \\'ere 
buried in Spring Hill cemetery. 

Thomas Short came to Veriniliotl County in 1830. He  was not married 
when he came, but his future wife arrived here about the same time. They 
were both natives of Virginia. H e  was a very well educated man and nras en- 
gaged in teaching school at near hIaneely's Rlill for some time. l l r ,  Short \vaq 
elected the second county clerk of Vermilion County. H e  filled that office for 
twelve years, after which he turned his attention to farming. He was struck 
by lightning, which disabled him for business for several years before his death 
in 1877. His family included six sons and three daughters. 

Wallace Sperry came from Connecticut to Warren County, Ohio. where he 
remained a short time, and in 1830 he went on further west coming to 17er- 
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milion County, Illinois, and settling near Higginsville. Francis Dougherty was 
another newcomer to Vermilion County in 1830. H e  was a native of Maryland 
but had lived in Ohio for some time previous to his coming to Vermilion 
County. H e  became an extensive landowner in this section and died in 1860. Robert 
Price came from Pike County, Ohio, crossing the country in wagons. H e  was yet in 
time in his coming in 1830 to suffer the privations of pioneer life. H e  died in 1850. 
H e  was the father of four children. James Rees was one of the band of Friends 
who did so much for the moral uplift of the county in its formative state. He 
came in 1830 and was a farmer all his life. He commenced the nursery busi- 
ness in 1854 and did much for the improvement of this section. H e  con~piled 
a valuable history of that section, but it never was put in print and his son 
carried it to his western home ancl lost it in a fire. 'Mr. Rees was the father 
of eight children. H e  taught school for ten years. 

Alexander Church came from Virginia in 1830 and farmed Mr. Caraway's 
land for a while when he bought land in section 28. This was the school sec- 
tion which has been given in lieu of the salient section 16. Congress gave all 
of section 16 to the state for school purposes, but another law reserved all 
saline lands to the state. The saline section hacl been taken possession of by 
tlre men who were making salt and living there, hence this section was given in 
lieu of it. John Boggess took up land in sections 29 and 30 in 1830. He inade 
a good farm ancl continued to live there up to the time of his death in 1875. 3lr.  
Boggess came from Monroe County, Virginia. FIe was inarriecl in Greenbrier 
County of the same state to Jane Gillespie lhlcCorkle. H e  came with his wife 
and family of sinall children to Vermilion County and stoppetl at Brooks Point 
for a short time. Mi-. and Mrs. John Boggess were the parents of eleven chil- 
dren. Six of these children were born before they left Virginia. One tliec-1 in 
young manhood. Five of them were born in Vermilion County, ant1 all but the 
three mentioned lived to have families of their own. Mr. Boggess and his wife 
were both buried in Oakridge Cemetery. Of Mr. Eoggess' children the eldest 
was William, who died young; Diana, who became the wife of Joseph Griffith 
an dthe mother of four children; Rebecca, who became the wife of William Ray. 
the brother of Dr. Ray; Elizabeth. who became the wife of Eutler; Harvey, who 
married the daughter of Harvey White and was the father of four boys ; Charles, 
who married Hulclah Patterson and became the father of two children; America, 
who became the wife of Jalnes Davis and the mother of two children; Enoch, 
who was married three tir~les and the father of nine children; Melissa, who died 
early, and Julia who died in infancy, and John W., who married Valura P,. Piper 
and became the father of four children, two of who died while small. 

J,ohn A. Church was a baby of hut three years when his father brougllt 1lii11 
to Vermilion County in 1830. H e  lived all his life within three iniles of the 
farm upon which the family settled. His mother was Ruth Caraway, the 
daughter of Charles Caraway. Rev. John Villars was a prominent citizen of 
Vermilion County, coming in 1830. His parents were strong Methodists, and 
he was licensed to exhort in 1823. This was in Ohio. In  1830 he came to Illi- 
nois to  Vermilion County and settled about four and a half miles east of Dan- 
ville. In 1833 he was licensed by the M. E. church to preach, but in 1838 he 
left that church and joined the United Brethren in Christ, in which church 11e 
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labored until his death in 1858 as a minister. In  1852 he went t o  Wisconsin 
and remained f o r  five years, but returned in 1857. He then went to Nebraska, 
where he died the following year. Mr. Villars laid out one of the abandoned 
towns of the county, platted under the name of Shepherds town. 

The missionaries of the Mormon church came to Vermilion County in 1831 
to  get converts. They did their work in Newel1 township, and had some suc- 
cess. This faith had but just been established the year before this, through 
a claimed revelation made t o  Joseph Smith in Ontario County, New York. The 
missionaries sent to Newel1 township were Orson and Parley Pratt. The former 
afterward became a prominent leader in the church a t  Salt Lake, although while 
here, Parley was the better one of the two. The center of the operations of 
these two missionaries was in Blount township. The first preaching place they 
made was a t  the house of Olive Miller. Afterward they occupied the Eckler's 
scl~ool house, and made appointments a t  Harrison Oliver's and John Chandler's. 
The wife of the latter was a sister to Swinford, who was a preacher in the 
faith, and she favored it while her husband neither approved or  disapproved 
of the doctrine. They had a number of followers, among whom were Elders 
Sherer, George Morey, Coon, Packard, Jackoway, and others whose names are 
not now available. In  preaching, these 1Iormons called themselves the children 
of the Kingdom and they made pretence of healing the sick and even went so 
fa r  as to  say they could raise the dead. They, however, made no demonstration 
of that power. Consider Scott was among their converts, being one of the 
very first. Harrison Oliver, Louis Neely and Olive Miller all were converts 
t o  the doctrine and, taking their families, went t o  Independence with the mis- 
sionaries when they left Newel1 township. -A number of their converts would 
not g o  with them, however. 

I n  1831 the inconvenience of having the Land Office so far  away had be- 
come so great as to  make some effort to change it imperative. Steps were 
taken to illmoralize the governor to secure the location of a Land Office a t  
Danville. This was secured, the district being created by an act of February 19, 
1831. Francis Prince was made the first register and his commission was 
dated March 2, 1831. Samuel LIcRoberts was the first register and his commis- 
sion bore the same date. H e  remained receiver until 1840, having second conl- 
mission dated PvTarc11 4, 1835, and February 11, 1839. John C. Alexander was 
comn~issioned register with dates of November 5, 1833, June 12, 1834, and May 
26, 1838. Stinson H. Anderson was sent a commission as receiver of money 
dated June 10, 1840, but he declined it. Thomas Jones was then appointed 
receiver, his com~nission being dated, July 27, 1840, but he, too, declined to 
serve. Then Lunsford R. Noel was appointed and sent a commission bearing 
date of October 20, 1840. and another December 29, 1840. H e  was commis- 
sioned again February 21, 1845, and once more on December 21, 1848. H e  had 
held this position for  nine years. John jiance was commissioned register, 
August 25, 1841, and William E. Russell followed him. receiving his commission 
dated August I ,  1845. Daniel Clapp was commissioned register, July 12, 1849. 
and John H. Murphy was commissioned receiver September 20, 1848, and 
again September 2, 1850, the same date as the commission of Daniel Clapp as 
register. William E. Russell was the last man commissioned as receiver and 
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his commission was dated March 30, 1853. Richard S. Malony was commis- 
sioned register March 28, 1853. William P. Davis was comimssioned register, 
January 20, 1854, and John N. Drake had the last commission for that place, 
his bearing date of July 24, and January 6, 1856. The office was discontinued 
December 16, 1856, it having been in operation for twenty-five years. 

By this time there were plans of many kinds to increase the facilities for 
travel. Since the main dependence was the waterways, every possible improve- 
ment of them was sought. There were many suggestions made to improve 
navigation of the Big Vermilion and the Danville people tried to slackwater it 
but that was found to be impossible and so Vermilion County petitioned Con- 
gress, as early as 1831, to grant a strip of land between Vincennes and Chicago 
for a railroad. Citizens of other counties joined them but it. was of no practical 
help in solving the problem of transportation throughout the state. It  was many 
a long year before a railroad was to run between Chicago and Vincennes. 

There were many newcomers to Vermilion County in 1831. One of them was 
Reuben Partlow, who came from Kentucky and located in Danville. He was 
a wheelright and cooper and lived in Danville working at his trade for a time, 
but at  last took up a claim in Newel1 township, upon which he built a log house. 
Mr. Partlow remained there but a year when he disposed of his claim and re- 
turned to Danville, where he followed his trade for a time and later took up 
a claim on the Middlefork. His market was in Chicago and at one time he 
took a half barrel of honey and supplied the whole town, returning with a 
good portion of it. He  lived on the farm on the Middleforlc until 1853, when 
again he returned to Danville where he spent his remaining days. He died in 
I 866. 

Aaron Dalbey was another who came in this year. His home, just before 
he came to Illinois, was in Randolph County. Indiana. He bought the farm 
afterward owned by George Jones and later bought three hundred acres of 
land on what was tlie well known John McFarland farm. He lived there all 
the remainder of his life. He was a prominent citizen and built the mill on 
the Salt Fork. H e  was three times married, having five children by the first, 
two by the second and four by the third wife. Mr. Dalbey died in 1855. 

Asa Folger came from North Carolina to settle in the Elwood neighborhood. 
He was a tanner ant1 shoemaker and he did this work for the settlers for miles 
around. Some times his business was so rushing that he employed four or 
five men. He was one of the best of men. He belonged to the Society of 
Friends and was, as were so many of these best of people. an influence for 
good to all who knew him. He  died in 1850 and his wife, in 1880. 

Another force in the clevelopment of the county was Joseph Smith, who 
came in 1831. He  was an Englishman by birth, and his father brought him 
to Vermilion County, Illinois, in the latter part of this year of 1831, having 
spent a short time in Elmira, New York, and yet some more time in Chicago 
before coming here. They bought a small farm near Potomac, but they dis- 
posed of this property in a few years and moved to Myersville, this county, and 
took charge of the old water mill at that place. After running the same for 
several years Mr. Smith became a resident of Danville and formed a partner- 
ship with John L. Tincher. They bought a flour and hominy mill, but Mr. Tincher 
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soon sold his share to Mr. Giddings and the mill was afterward conducted 
under the name of Smith and Giddings. A strange thing was connected with 
this partnership and mill, since both Inen died and the building burned within 
the one year. 

Reece Cook came from Indiana in 1831 and first settled a t  Grate Creek, but 
afterward went five miles northwest of ~ a n v i l l e .  H e  was married after he 
came here to Miss Hartly, whose parents came the year before. 

Harvey Cloe came from Kentucky and settled in Georgetoivn township. H e  
lnarrietl Miss Eslinger, a native of I-ennilion County. They lived in the same 
home until after her death, when he married Miss Colwell for his second wife. 
While there had been a log house on the rear of the old Pennsylvania House 
property built by Eluford Runyen in 1828, this a t  one time famous tavern was 
begun ancl completed in 1832 by Samuel J. Russell. This building was on the 
west side of Vermilion street about half way between Main street ancl the first 
street north. I t  was a gootl house for its titnes and competed with the hIc- 
Cornlick House in caring for the traveling public. 

The first newspaper was started in the county in 1832. it7illiam Delay is 
said to have been its editor at that time. Whether his term of editorship came 
at  so early a date is but a matter of memory and, should the date be an error. 
there is no doubt that he was editor of it at a very early period in its history. 
\Villiam Delay was a inan typical of the titnes. \l'ith sympathy all n'itll the 
.southern states and the institution of that section, 11e looked for\vard to that 
institution being extended into the territories, and even had a hope that Illinois 
should become a slave state and to that end put forth every influence. H e  was 
courageous and reckless, a man of strong will and ready effort. His brother was 
of the same stamp, and together they joined the Mounted Rangers antl took 
part in the Black Hawk war, serving in protecting the section about their camp 
in Vermilion County after the war was endetl. I n  1845 Air. Delay moved to 
Osfor<l, Miss., where Ile became a leacler in political aff'airs. He  Ivas sent as a 
delegate to the Charleston conver~tion in 1860. H e  \\.as a shrewtl politician. 
and understood the conditions in the cotuntry ; it is said that upon his return he 
pretlicted the downfall of his party and the election of Abraham Lincoln as 
President of the United States, ancl also the fo!lon.ing Civil \\!'at-. Mr. Delay 
afterward became captain of a company in one of the  regiments of the Confed- 
erate army. 

Tlle year 1832 111arks tlie beginning of tlie Goshen Captist church. Although 
the organization was made in this year. services \\.ere helcl in private familie... . 
ant1 at the Davis school-house. antl the Stearns school-house for three \:ear$ 
before a cliurcl~ building was put up. ;is \\-as the case in alnlost all the other 
churches of this denomination in the county. Eldet- Freeman S~nalIcy ant1 .Elder 
G. 11:. Riley were the leaders. Genjatllin S~nalley n-as the preacher in this 
church for Inany years. I t  was in 1832 that the Elack Wan-k \var callecl forth 
n~any  of the men of '\7ern~ilion  count^-. The fact that Glack FIa\vk hat1 re- 
turned to Illinois was known only to those who react the Springfield papers. or 
took their news seconcl hand, ancl the citizens of Vermilion County hacl but vague 
rumors of the impending trouble. until one morning \\-hen church service was 
disturbed wit11 a cry of the stranger \\,ho came into Danville shouting "The Tn- 
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dians ! The Indians !" This church service was conducted by Rev. Kingsbury in 
the room of the second story of the Cunningham store, where it was accustolned 
to be held. It  was broken up while the stranger told his tale of Indian cruelties 
feared by the people of the sparsely settled northern Illinois. The inhabitants 
of the Fox River country and Hickory Creek were fleeing from their homes 
through fear of the dreaded enemy. They drove their cattle and other stock 
before them and sotme bareheaded and others barefooted hurried on to Dan- 
ville. Then the report of Stillman's defeat came, and all sorts of rumors nlatle 
the certainty of the Indians coming clown upon this section, killing, burning ancl 
destroying in every direction a reasonable fear. , A t  any cost the flying fugitive. 
must be relieved at once from the pursuit of the Indians. A call was made at 
once for a forlorn force to go to their assistance. 111 less than two hours there 
were thirty men volunteered t o  go and by three o'clock in the afternon were 
on their way, under the leadership of Dan Eeckwith as captain. Iinmetliately 
the Vermilion County /Militia were concentrated at Danville and put upon the 
march. Every part of the county was represented in this body by many of its 
best citizens, Col. Hubbard among the number, under the con~mand of Col. 
Moores, with John H. Murphy acting as his aide. The year after the war \\-as 
over those of Vermilion County who were in the Illinois Rangers went into caml, 
near Danville, awaiting release, and the effects of this part taken by this county 
in this war were felt for some time. 

In 1832 the postal route was established from Chicago to 1-incennes by u.ay 
i of Danville. The wagon road had taken the place of the old trail, and along 

I this road the mail was now to be carried three times per week. Anlong the 
newcomers to Vermilion County during this year are to be reckoned the follow- 
ing: Harvey Steams, John Dicken, Daniel P. Huffman, John B. Hildreth, John 
Brady, Francis Dougherty, Joseph Richardson, Jesse Smith, Abraham ;\'Tam, 
Sr., John Newlon, George IV. Wolf, John Pearson, James Walters, J. K. Richie, 
Thomas F. Collison, Henry Oakwood, John Kyger, Aaron Dalbey, Jesse Davis, 
William Fisher and David Fisher. 

Harvey Stearns was born in Vermont, but went to New York, where he 
lived until after his marriage with Miss Fannie Lockwood. Together they went 
to Ohio in 1814, where he bought a small farm and remained on it until 1832, 
when he came to Vermilion County, Illinois. H e  reached here after the govern- 
ment had stationed troops to protect the settlement from the Indians. 3Ir. 
Stearns was the father of eight children. H e  died in 1847 and his wife sur- 
vived him until 1877. His son Alvan was sixteen years old when he came into 
the county and he walked all the way from Ohio driving cows, sheep and hogs. 
His younger brother, Calvin, walked with him. Living sixteen miles from Dan- 
ville the young man was often obliged to go that distance to call a physician 
after night. Their market was Chicago and many times he drove there to sell 
his wheat and bring back groceries and other supplies. Mr. Stearns was greatly 
trusted by men, as is shown by his having been made assessor and collector for 
many years, as well as having administered a number of estates. Among the 
estates which he administered are to be numbered those of his father and father- 
in-law, Mr. Lee, also Aaron Hardin, William Clutter, Alfred Hardin and the 
immense estate of Mr. Yount. 
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John C. Dicken's father, a native of Kentucky, came to Colenlan's Prairie, 
Vermilion County, Indiana, and was the third settler there. His son, John C. 
Dicken, came to  Vermilion County, Illinois, in 1832, and settled in Elwood 
township. There he married Hannah, the daughter of  William Golden. They 
were the parents of ten chil~dren. Mr. Dicken moved to Georgetown in 1853 
and in the following fall he went on to Ridge Farm. I-Ie put up a store and 
carried on general merchandise for several years. H e  then went to Newman 
and built the first store in that place. He sold g d s  there two years, then re- 
turned to Ridge Farm, where he died in 1873. His wife died thirteen years 
before him. 

Daniel P. Huffman came from Kentucky in the fall of 1832 and settled in 
Newell township, and the family homestead did not pass into strange hands at 
his death, 1v11ich was the case with too inany of the early settlers, farms. X r .  
Huffman did not live to make inuch of a farm, since his death took place within 
four years. His wife survived him twenty-one yearq. Since there was no bur)-- 
ing ground within ten miles, the parents were both buried on the farm. in a 
pleasant place, a few yards from the residence. 

John Brady was a native of Virginia and his wife of Ohio, where he took up 
his residence and remained until 1832. At that time he caine west and took up 
land in Danville township. Here they were among the early settlers. and the; 
lived the remainder of their lives at this place. Mrs. Brady died in 1848 and 
Mr. Eracly survived her until 1855. 

Francis Dougherty was the nlaster of both the trades of shoemaker and 
stone-mason, so that in coining t o  Verinilion County in 1832 he found much 
need of work in both lines. He lived in Vermilion County until his cleat11 in 
1860. H e  was born in Maryland. His wife, Christian, (lied in 1851 at the ad- 
vanced age of ninety-one years. \illen Mr. Dougherty canle to Verinilion 
County in 1832 he settled on the Little Vei-nlilion river in Carroll township. 
about one and a half miles northwest of where Indianola is now located, where 
he stayed over winter, and then bought land from the government one illile nofih 
of where Fairmount is. Of their family of children, Samuel Dougherty mar- 
ried Jane Dalbey, the daughter of Aaron Dalbey. 

Aaron Dalbey also came to Irermilion County in 1832. His first wife ant1 the 
mother of Jane Dalbey was Christina. and at her death was the mother of five 
children. Mr. Dalbey's second wife was Nancy Kizer and his third ~vi fe  was 
Henrietta Catlin. Jesse Smith was a native of Virginia and migrated to Ten- 
nessee at an early age. Thence he came to Vermilion County in 1832 and settled 
on section 18. He was a tanner and a farmer. His first entry of land con- 
sisted of 160 acres, which he added to from time to time. His produce, to find 
a good market, had to be taken to Chicago. At that time the best price was $1.50 
per hundred for pork and a good cow would be s d d  for not more than $10. 

Abraham Mann, Sr., was one of  the early settlers who made a lasting impress 
on the county. H e  came in 1832 and made his way into the interior of Illinois, 
here to bear an important part in making the connty. Although coming directly 
from England Mr. Mann did not come without some knowledge of conditions 
in the new world. His father had been in the Mississippi valley during his early 
manhood and had then gone to spend his last years in England. He had doubt- 
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less told his son of life on this side of the water and made him familiar with 
conditions of living here. 

Mr. John Mann, the father, ca-me to America while yet it  was counted anlong 
the colonial possessions of Great Eritain. H e  came in the interest of a London 
firm dealing in paints and oils, of which he was a member. H e  located first in 
New O r l e a n p d  penetrated into the interior of the Mississippi valley when but 
few settlements had been made on either sicle of the great river. Passing up the 
Mississippi in a canoe, he went as f a r  north as the St. Anthony Falls (later 
Minneapolis and St. Paul),  trading with the Indians afld shipping his cargoes 
down the river to New Orleans. After the Revolutidn, Congress gave hiin 
grants of land in Louisana to the amount of thirty thouiand acres, to cornpen- 
sate him for the losses he had suffered because of the war. Later, after Amer- 
ica was no longer one of the Eritish colonies, Mr. Mann returned to London 
where he lived the remainder of his life. Abrahanl Nann, Sr., his son, was born 
in Leighton-Buzzard, Eedfordshire. England, October 3, 1785. Determining 
to  make the new world his home, he sailed, with his family, for the United 
States, taking passage at Liverpool on a sailing vessel which, after a voyage of 
seven weeks, reached the harbor of New York. I-Ie was in company of his 
brother-in-law, Joseph Smith, and they made their way by way of the Great 
Lakes to Detroit, Michigan, where they bought saddle horses ancl rode across 
the country to  Danville, Illinois, settling near Danville, which was at that time 
but a small town. For nliles just beyond the timber about Danville, the great 
prairie stretched, most of it yet belonging to  the government. &Is. Mann en- 
tered a claiin of six hundred and forty acres on which he built a pioneer house 
of logs. H e  entered land from time to time, until when he died he had an estate 
of five thousand acres to leave to  his children. I t  is itllpossible to tell all that 
Mr. Mann did for  Vernlilion Cot~nty. H e  was a power in the advanceinent of 
the county, both in the business efforts he put forth in Danville, and the im- 
petus he gave the agricultural interests of the county. He was very prominent 
in public affairs and was in sympatlly with and proinoter of every measure 
tending to  make a firin foundation for the developlneilt of the county as yet in 
its infancy. The vast estate near Rossville is a inonuinent to his thrift and 
longsightedness, ancl the neat little brick church, well known as the Manil Chapel. 
made from brick which he hiil~self burned, is eqtially a monunlent to his interest 
in the general welfare along moral, as well as intellectual ant1 social lines. Mr. 
Mann's wife died seven years after he left England ant1 was buried in the pri- 
vate burial grounds, and he died in 1575 and was buried by her sicle. 

J. J. K. Richie came to Georgetown with his mother and granclfather, a 
lad of six years, in 1832. His father died when he was a baby. They winterecl 
in Georgetown and in the spring 111017ed to a farm southeast of the village. 
This was his home only a short time ant1 during his boyhood he changed resi- 
dence several times. When he was old enough to take care of himself, how- 
ever, he settled in the county and spent his inanhood in the place where he 
was brought by his grandfather when a boy. John Pearson was born in Avon, 
New York, and began his connection with Vermilion County when he was thirty 
years old. H e  was a graduate of Princeton College and had read law with 
Judge George Hosmer while yet living in Avon. H e  came west, locating in 
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Ravenna, Ohio, for a time, but later started for a more favorable place to prac- 
tice his profession. H e  started for Chicago, but stopped at Detroit to visit 
friends. A t  that place he took a sailing vessel for Chicago, reaching his desti- 
nation early in June, 1832. H e  found conditions such that it was not safe to 
stay there unless he remained in the fort, and that Danville was the nearest 
place of perfect safety, there being a company of rangers stationed there, so 
he came here on horseback to look at the town. During his absence the first 
steamer arrived at Chicago, bringing Scott's troops, but as well bringing the 
cholera, and a regular exodus was made from Fort Dearborn. Mr. Pearson's 
family was taken frotn the fort and taken to the summit, there to await his return. 
H e  took a wagon back and brought them to  Danville, \vhere he began the prac- 
tice of law. H e  was appointecl by the legislature to the office of Circuit Judge. 
his circuit being Cook, iViI1, Iroquois, DuPage and DeKalb counties. This 
took him to Joliet for his home and later other business caused him to  locate 
in New York city. But his interests were in the west. and he left the east, 
making the long trip to California, where he had many experiences, ant1 finally 
returned to Danville, where he spent his remaining years. Judge Pearson diet1 
in 1875. 

Henry ti. Eoyce came to \~ennilion County wit11 hi> father fro111 Ohio, 
1)eing a native of Kew York state. I i e  began working as a carpenter in the 
theti small town of Dallville for Mr. Geckwith and Gov. Leander Rutledge. 
Mr.  Boyce \vas married to Eliza J. Potter in March, 1833, and lived on Wal- 
nut street. where their oldest child was born. In 1833 Mr. Boyce went to 
Chicago, where he was soon joined by the father, brother antl brother-in-law 
of i\iIrs. Boyce, who all together (lug the cellar for tile first brick house ever 
built in Chicago. ,When he went there, there were but two houses between 
Danville and Chicago. Fle remained in Chicago that suillmer that he might 
earn money to pay his taxes. antl then returned to Dan~i l l e  where he bought 
land along Walnut street. Mr. Eoyce wa\ kept bus\, putting up houses in 
Danville and worked faithfully a t  his trade 1850. antl in 1556 he was ap- 
pointed postnlaster at Danville. H e  served until the incoming of Presitlent 
Lincoln, and then later tluring President Johnson's term. 1 l e  \\-a< an active mem- 
ber of the Allethodist church, 1-Ie died i t ]  1873. 

Henry Oakwoocl \vas the founder of a fainily in \-erinilion C'otu~ty \ r l~ ic l~  
is at the same tiine large ant1 ~vell esteemetl. l l e  came to the cour~ty i : ~  1833. He 
was a man of very genial temperament ; was strong, athletic and kept hiinself 
well posted in the affairs of the times. He  hat1 a family of ,is sons antl three 
(laughters. Rev. Michael Oakwoocl was the son of I-ienry Oak\vootl and was 
a well known preacher in the Rlethodist church in an early clay. As a young man 
of twenty-seven Sainuel Frazier canle to \-errnilion County, in 1833. I-Ie 
located on the tract of land two tlliles northivest of \\-hat is not\ Catlin, but 
then was a lonely prairie. H e  \\-as born in Ohio, but spent hi.; pears of g r o ~ ~ t h  
in Dearborn County. Indiana. IV11eu he n7ai eighteen !.ears of age he started 
out for himself, trying flat-boating and steam-boating, and in 1823 was in 
Natchez about the time of the visit made the United States by Gen. LaFayette. Mr. 
Frazier married Miss Beulah Ann Finley, and spent two years or  more in In- 
diana. In  the fall of 1833 he bought zoo acres of land in 1-ern~ilion County, 
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Illinois, and set to work to improve this property. When Mr. Frazier reached 
this county, Danville was a little town of only 400 or 500, but it was the county 
seat, and a courthouse was built. Mr. Frazier worked on the farm improve- 
ments, and after remaining there two years he sold out for $1.000, but after- 
ward raised another crop on the same land. He then movetl into Danville, 
settling on Vermilion street, between Main and North streets, where he lived 
until he bought land on blain street. H e  conducted a hotel one year, then 
bought property on Main street, where he built a large brick block, extending 
from the courthouse to Hazel street, and known as the Frazier block. He 
lived there for 25 years, keeping his hotel for five years of that time. He was 
elected sheriff of Vermilion County in 1840 and held the office for eight years, 
being the third man elected to that office. Upon retiring from this office he 
began buying cattle and made many a trip driving them through to Chicago, 
when the country was all open prairie. 

Mr. Frazier was one of  the early merchants, being the senior member o i  
the firm of Frazier, Lainm & Company for two years, at which time Mr. Lamnl 
withdrew and the firm name became Frazier & Gessie, (the latter his son-in- 
law). Another two years and he assumed the entire charge of the business. 
and no further change was made for  about ten years. At that time the war 
of the rebellion broke out and Mr. Frazier, who was fully imbued wit11 the 
Union sentiments, raised the first company of men in the county. Capt. Frazier 
and his company, which was assigned to the 12th Infantry, went to Cairo and 
served three months, after which they were sent home. Capt. Frazier there- 
after attended to his business interests. He was a large land owner ancl was one 
of the first directors of the First National Bank, and he was interested in most of 
the enterprises tending to  build up the town. Capt. Frazier was the father of twelve 
children, but of these only five lived to maturity. The eldest son, Edwa;rd, 
entered the army, was taken ill and coming home, died ten clays afterward, 
at which time he was but nineteen years old; Angeline, became the wife of 
Jas. H. Phillips; Mary F. becane the wife of M. A. Laphain; Florence, be- 
came the wife of .W. W. Phillips, ancl De Witt  C. the youngest child. Mr. 
Frazier died September 26, 1891. 

William E. Russell was a native of  Middletown, Connecticut. EIe was a mer- 
chant in the east and when he came to Vermilion County in 1833 he engaged 
in the same business in Danville. H e  also was in the loan and land business 
to a limited extent. H e  was a democrat and prominent in public affairs. Alex- 
ander P. Chesley came to Vermilion C o ~ ~ n t y  about this time. After coming to 
Danville he was a t  one time appointed postmaster. James Duncan came to 
Vermilion County with his family of boys and located near the state line. After 
his son Darius went t o  work for himself, he bought and fed, and afterward 
sold cattle and other stock, until he became a man of wealth. His operations 
in the line of dealer in stock became enlarged to the extent that he was recog- 
nized as one of the most extensive buyers in Illinois. H e  bought cattle and 
hogs and horses and sheep and shipped them to Chicago and the eastern markets. 
He invested his money in land and constantly increased his wealth until he 
became burdened with responsibilities. In 1865 he sold one farm for fifteen 
thousand dollars, and moved to Danville. Later he sold another farm for 
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twelve thousand dollars. H e  invested this money in property in Danville. 
Here he continued shipping stock for some time, but a t  last he was no longer 
able for  the exertion and lived a retired life. Mr. Duncan was twice married, 
his first wife was the daughter of James Newell, the man for whom Newell 
township was named. H e  had several children by this marriage, and after 
the death of his wife he married Mrs. Caldwell from near Potomac. They had 
two sons. Mr. Duncan died in 1893 and left a good property for  his widow. 
She survived him seventeen years, during which time everything was lost. Mrs. 
Duncan died in 1910. 

It  was in 1833 that Abner Frazier came to Georgetowvn. rvhere he located 
and became a merchant. His business was continued through his life and his 
son carried it on after his father died. Abner Frazier was the father of eight 
children. There were Perry, Mrs. James Snapp, Mrs. Sophia Sewlin. John. 
Blrs. John Rogers. Mrs. Dr. Mendenhall, and Mrs. \IT. E. SIoore. One died 
very young. 

Dr. W. \.Ir. R. \Vooclbury was a well known tlanle all through the century 
which began with the thirties. Coming to Danville in 1832, he went into Dr. 
Fithian's family and in the course of time studied medicine untler his piclance. 
I-Ie qraduatecl from Rush Medical College in 1830, but never practiced his pro- 
fession to any great extent, because he became interested in the drug trade \\-it11 
Dr. J. A. Sconce and finally made it a permanent business. H e  began in the 
(Irug business in 1850, and in 1910 his successors, of whom the most of the ones 
interc-stecl in the stock are his children, held their fiftieth year celebration. In 
conlpany wit11 John W. Myers, he built the Lincoln Opera House. At that 
time this enterprise was the wonder of the community. The proprietors were 
laughed at for  their monuinent of folly, as it was calletl, but fortunately real 
estate took an upward turn at this time anc! the venture was a success. Dr. 
\Yootlbury filled several public offices, one of which was that of mayor. He 
built a number of houses in the city and has atldecl four or nlore additions to 
the city plat. In 1853 Mr. Sconce sold out to John I?'. ancl Steven hIyers and 
in 1857 Steven died ancl Dr. Woodbury bought out their interest and after- 
\varcls run the business by himself. For inore than fifty years the \1700dbury 
drug store has been on the same lot. Dr. \IToodbury diet1 in-. Dr. \\'oocl- 
bury was married three times. His first wife was a claughter of James Nenlell. 
his second wife was a Miss hfyers, and his other wife was the daughter of Xtnos 
i l l i a n s .  Dr. \Voodbury left six children, three sons and three daughters. 

Henry Oakwood opened his farin in 1833 a ~ l d  the beginning of the village of 
Oakwood was made. Henry Oakwood remained there the rest of his life. 

Jesse Davis canle with his parents in 1833 to Catlin. H e  located on section 

36. hIr. Davis died in 1834 and his wife survivecl her husband thirty-six years. 

David Finley c a n ~ e  to near Catlin in 1833 with his grown fatnily. ;imong 
then1 were the son, IYatts, a daughter Nancy (\\rho afterward became the wife 
of Samuel Frazier). ancl son Miller. His other daughter was the wife of 
Sainuel Frazier at the time they all came froin Ohio. BIr. Finley's son RfilIer 
went to  the Mexican war and there lost his life. After the death of their father, 
VTatts, Miller, and Nancy settled on a farm of twenty acres in section 25 and 
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24, town 23, range 12. Later Nancy became the wife of Sainuel Frazier and 
Watts married Miss Margaret Davis. 

Hon. Jacob Oakwaod was three years old when his parents brought hiin to 
Vermilion County. They settled, as has been stated on another page, near the 
present day village of Oakwood until Mr. Oakwood, the father, died in 1855. 
H e  was buried in the Mount Vernon cemetery. The children of this well 
known pioneer family were named as follows: Henry, Michael (a  Methodist 
preacher), Mrs. Margaret (George A.) Fox, Jacob, Mrs. Amanda (Rev. Eli) 
Helmick, Samuel, Mrs. Matilda (Henry) Sallie, Martin R. and Morgan H. 
These children were all well taught, better than the average, ancl they have been 
a strong factor in the development of the county. Jacob Oakwood, in particular. 
was very prominent in the affairs of the co~~nty .  He was always chosen an au- 
thority in agricultural matters. He was chosen as president of the Vermilion 
County Agricultural Society, because he could best fill the place. His influence 
was always on the side of improved farming. He was as intelligently interested 
in all political issues of the times. In 1872 he was sent to represent the county 
in the legislature. While there he was helpful in securing legislation that was 
of value. He served an in~po~rtant committees and took the greatest pains to 
inform himself regarding all things he had to decide upon. Jacob Oakwood 
married Miss Mary I. Caraway, daughter of Charles Caraway, one of the early 
settlers. 

These years of 1834 and 1835 were the dates when many of the citizens of 
Vermilion County sold out their farms and went to Wisconsin in the search of 
wealth. Probably twenty-five families went from Elount township and as nlany 
from other parts of the county. The leacl mines of Wisconsin were beginning 
to  attract attention and the people thought they saw a chance to get rich quick. 
Among those who went at this time were Mr. Blount, the nlan after whom thc 
township was named, Mr. William Lane. John Snyder, and the Magees. 

Of the newcomers into the county a few may be mentioned. There were 
R. T. Leverich, William I. Moore, L. T. Palmer, G. JJ. I-Iolloway, J. H. Lockett, 
C. E. Loring, Dr. Theodore Lemon, and inany others. iVilliam McRIillen was 
one of these newcomers and he brought his family with him, settling in Elount 
township, on section 30. Daniel Loring came from Coal Creek, Indiana, whither 
he had gone from Utica, New York. Mr. Loring stayed in Indiana only a short 
time, only perhaps a dozen years, the wagon which brought them from the east 
had not been destroyed and carried them into Vermilion County when the time 
came that they were decided to' go on west. This wagon was a wonder and was 
said to be the most solid wagon ever brought to this county, and the only one 
of its kind. I t  was a covered wagon built of sawed logs fitted on axles. C. E. 
Loring, the only son of Daniel Loring, was a man of twenty-five when he caine 
with them from Indiana. Before this he came into his inheritance from his 
mother. The amount was $15o.oo, but to get it lie had to go back east. To 
get there he hired out to be a hand on a flat-boat and in that way went down the 
Wabash river, the Ohio, the Mississippi, thence on the Gulf of Mexico and the 
Atlantic Ocean, and he reached his destination at Boston. With one hundred 
dollars of his money he bought eighty acres of land. There was not even a rail 
fence on the entire place. Nothing daunted, Mr. Loring began to break the 
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land, wit11 the yoke of oxen the other fifty dollars of his inheritance had pro- 
vided. Mr. Loring's friends were all the people who knew him, so that when 
in the seventies he lost his eyesight, all the community grieved over his affliction. 
He  was the more afflicted because he was a man who loved to read and it was 
hard to give this up. Mr. Loring, however, lived many years after this d i c -  
tion came. Mr. Loring died in 1899. When Zachariah Robertson was twelve 
years old his father's family came to Vermilioil County from Kentucky. They 
settler1 011 section 36, Newel1 township. His father was married the second 
time and was the father of nineteen children all told. H e  was a revolutionary 
soldier. When the family came it was in a covered wagon, camping out by the 
wayside a t  night. When they came to the I i a b a s l ~  river the son, twelve years 
old, waded, driving the stock before him. There was much wild game and hunt- 
ing antl fishing could be had to one's desire. '.\lie. Robertson entered forty acres 
of land and built his pioneer home. Here  he spent the retnaining years of his 
life. H e  lived to be ninety-four years old, ancl died in Se\vell to\vnship at 
where Bismarck now is built. 

Edward Rouse came to L7ermiliou County in 1834. I l e  hacl been here the 
year previous, but returned to Ohio and did not locate until at this time. H e  
located in Danville toivnship ant1 in 1849 mo-red to Sewell to~vnship. His father 
and mother, Reason and 1Iartha (Olehy) Rouse, hat1 made all arrangemeilts to 
come to Verinilion County solne years before this time, \\-hen jast as they were 
almost ready to start, the father sickened ant1 dietl. With a courage strong antl 
a rare resolution, the mother bravecl tile new country and canle with her family 
of little cl~ildren. However, she tlitl not live to make then1 a honle in Illinois, 
but dietl within six months and the children found homes wit11 relatives. 

William I. Moore came to \7ermilion County in 1834 ant1 Iocated in Pilot 
township. H e  developed the now ivell known far111 o~vnetl by Mr. \Viley Fo~vler, 
WIIO has nlade it famous. Ill-. Moore n-a.; born in S e w  Jersey and came west 
he was about thirty year% old, buying cheap land, and also belling goods to great 
protit. I-Ie used to buy large quantities of pork, flour ant1 other l~rotluce and 
store it in large nrarerooms at I'errys~7ille. lndiana. a i~t l  ivhen he had secured the 
amount he desired s11ipl)etl it tloaril the \I;aba\h river to Sew Orleans. H e  did 
this shipping by the flat-boat, the method of the time. In 1844-45. XI-. '.\loore 
served ~'ermilion County in the State Legidat~ire. 

Richard T. Leverich and his brother \\-ere men of affairs in the coui~ty. coming 
in 1835. H e  went into Dr. Fithian's store right a\\-a!,. havi~lg nlade such an ar- 
railgement before leaving home. Mr. Leverich was born in Queens County. S c ~ v  
York, and lived there during his boyhood. \MThen he came I\ est. he came as far 
as Dayton. Ohio, where he rode Dr.  Fithian's hor3e to Intlianapolis, and thence 
came in the stage coach to Perryville and fro111 there to Danville. I t  took him 
about two weeks to  make the trip. J l r .  LevericI~ clerketl for Dr. Fithian for 
three years and then went into partnership with Id. T. Palmer. in the general 
store business. where he remained for fourteen years, after which he and his 
brother were partners for some five years. This partnership concluded and 
Mr. Leverich continued the business alone for five years inore, when he 15~e11t 
on his farm, where he remained until his death. 1Ir. Leverich married T.ydia 
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Gilbert, the daughter of Solomon Gilbert, one of the most prominent of the 
earlier settlers. 

John Vinson was born in Bourbon County in 1823, and came with his par- 
ents to Fountain County, Indiana, in 1834, where he livecl for a short tiine. 
They soon came to Vermilion County and settled on a farm near Newton. In 
1843 he married Elizabeth Trimbell. a daughter of William Trimbell, Sr.. and 
made his home near to the parents of his wife. After a time Mr. Trimbell in- 
cluced his son-in-law and his wife to ptlrchase a farin of him out on the prairie. 
so that they might better care for the cattle which he was raising. This far111 
proved to be a fine one and at the tiine of his death, in 1893, he was possessed 
of as fine a farm of 400 acres as was in Pilot to\\~nship. Mr. ancl Mrs. Vinson 
were the parents of nine children, all but one of whom survivecl him. He was 
converted in the Methodist church at the age of IT ,  antl lived a consistent life, 
being licensed to exhort by the Illinois Conference in 1853. and in 1855 was 
ordained as minister of the gospel. H e  never took a charge. but was a local 
preacher all the rest of his life. I-Ie was elected Justice of the Peace in 1853, 
and held that office for twenty-four years. H e  was a volunteer in the Civil 
War, being made F i n t  Lieutenant of Conlpany I, One Htltirlred and Twenty- 
fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, but after the battle of Perryville, he came home 
on account of ill health. He afterwards helped raise a company, ant1 was made 
First Lieutenant of the One Hundrecl antl Thirty-fifth Regiment, and server1 
with honor until the term of his enlistment was over. After he returned home. 
he lived a quiet life in the same part of Vernlilion County that had been his 
home since he came fro111 Kentucky. He died Septeinber 26, 1893, ant1 was 
buried in the cenietery adjoining the Einberry chapel. He was the son of 
Abigail Vinson, who was very well known and loved and who survived her son, 
although she tvas at the time lnore than one hundred years old at the tinle of 
his tleath. Abigail Vinson. the mother of the Rev. John Irinson, ca111c to TTer- 
milion County in about 1877 ant1 was one of the best known people \\.I10 ever 
lived in what is now known as Pilot township. Her life was one o f  ~ ~ ~ e f u l -  
ness ancl self-sacrifice. She served humanity through a long periocl of jrears, 
and it has proudly been said of her, that she was at the bedside of Illore sick 
people than any physician of the neighborhood. The night was never too dark, 
nor the weather so inclement, that she would refuse a call of distress. Often 
she would find her patient, illy prepared to meet the corning little one and 
"Grandma Vinson" as she was called in loving terms, wot~ld take off her 
own garments to keep the little stranger froin the cold. Her son often 
said that she would ride twenty miles to beg a garment and then ride ten more 
in the other direction to  deliver it and think it no hardship. A generation arose 
to revere her name and to hand it down to succeeding generations in loving 
memory. ~Afrs. Abigail Vinson was born in Maryland, in 1793. Her maiden 
name was Abbie McDowell. She moved with her parents to Bourbon County. 
Kentucky, where she lived for several years, and was there married to Hen- 
son Vinson; together they movecl to Indiana and lived there a short time, after 
which they moved to Vermilion County, Illinois. She was ever called generous 
and kind hearted, always encouraging and never discouraging those with \5-11on1 
she came in contact. She was the best substitute for a doctor in that part of 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



EIISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 165 

the county, and has ridden Inany a xnile in all kinds of \.\;eather to attend the sick. 
She was the mother of nine children and was always in the best of health. She 
died January 30, at  the advanced age of 102 years. She was buried in the Glen- 
biirn cemetery. 

Theodore Lemon, M. D., came to Vermilion County from Bunker Hill, Vir- 
ginia. He made up his mind to settle in Danville, Illinois, upon his finishing 
his studies in medicine, because of the fact that his brother had come here in 
the previous yeas. He  came in company ~v i th  his uncle, the Rev. James Cheno- 
weth. Dr. Letllon taught school in the Presbyterian church for a year after 
he came, before he attempted td practice to any great extent. Soon, however, 
he established a lucrative practice, and it extended for many miles in every 
direction. H e  was one of a large ialnily of children, and they came to Dan- 
ville and marrying into the families of the pioneers, made a large relationship 
an connection, in the community. One sister married I. R. Mmres  and one 
married John 13. ilIurphy, and went to Oregon. His sister married W. T. 
Cunningham, the brother of Mrs. 0. 1,. Davis, and died in Danville. A brothei- 
of Dr. Lemon was a practicing physician in Fairmount for some time. Dr. 
Idemon married Lavinia Sconce, who was born in Kentucky, but whose parents 
came to  Vermilion County when she was but a child of one year. Dr. and Mrs. 
Lemon were the parents of eleven chiltlren, three of tvhom died in infancy, and 
the others all grew up and spent their lives in DanviIle. Dr. Lemon was 
the cousin of Hon. Ward A. Lemon, the Danville law partner of Abraham 
Lincoln. Dr. Lenlon died in Danville in December, 1885, in the seventy-fourth 
year of his age. H e  was buried in Spring Hill cemetery. 

Capt. G. W. I-Iolloway was a man well known and well liked, who came t o  
Georgetown township in 1835, a lad of twelve years. His father settled in the 
township, and after he grew to the time of starting for himself, he went to 
Georgetown and entered into partnership with Henderson, Dicken & Company. 
This firm name soon changed to Henderson & Holloway, which continued until 
the spring of 1874, at which time Mr. Holloway took sole charge of the business. 
In  1862 he enlistetl in the One Hui~clretl and Twenty-fifth Illinois Regiment, and 
was made captain of Company D. H e  remained in the service until the close 
of the war. Mr.  Holloway married Miss Sophia 1-yons, wllo was from Mas- 
sachusetts. They were a family of influence in the county, socially as well as in 
other ways. While Capt. Holloway was on the field with his regiment his 
brother Jesse, together with Mr. Henderson, conclttcted the business. After his 
return, the firm bought a mill ant1 hlr .  Holloway turnetl his attention to the 
management of that. 

Levin T, Paliner caille to Danville in IS;; and colitinued to resitle here until 
11i* death in the year 1900. 1Ie \\.ah for many years a leatling merchant. but 
(luring the later years of his active business life l ~ e  \vas engaged as agent ant1 
ti-ustee in loaning inone)- for ca>tern capitalists. FIe \\.a\ a nlan of sterling in- 
tegrity, hi, \mrd l~eing coilsidered as being as good as his bond. His  acts of 
charity were estensive in number and amonnt though tulostentatious. The  
appeai of the neecly never met \\-it11 refusal. One \ \ho knew hiin well and long 
~ v l ~ e n  asked ~vhat  he consitleretl the most prominent 5ervice.; \\-hich had been ren- 
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dered to the public, replied, "he stood for many years as a terror and obstacle to 
all those who sought by dishonest or unlawful means to take money from the 
public treasury. It was understood that such attempts would be met by Mr. 
Palmer backed by his courage and money. I t  is impossible to estimate the sums 
saved to the public by the mere fact that Mr. Palmer was known to  be on 
guard. In  1866 and 67 an attempt was made to build a bridge at public expense 
on the site now occupied by the Mill Street or Woolen Mill bridge. &The illeans 
used were illegal and Mr. Palmer fought the case in the courts and prevented 
payment for the bridge from the public funds. As characteristic of Mr.  
Palmer's honesty, he refused to use the bridge and always crossed the stream 
at the ford." 

James Cook came to locate on section 10, Georgetown township in 1835. He 
lived here until his death in 1871, when he left an improved farm which he founcl 
a wild piece of ground. John Ray came west in the early thirties and located 
in what is now Will County, but the Indian uprising of 1832 sent him further 
south, and he went to Vermilion County, Indiana, tvhence he came to  Ver- 
milion County, Illinois, in a few years. H e  located on sections 29 and 30, in 
Ross township in 1835. H e  entered three hundred acres of land and developed 
a good farm. In 1835 the Davis family came to Vermilion County and the 
father entered the largest tract of land that ever was recorded in the land 
office in Danville. This entry was not made until the year after they first 
came, however. Mr. Davis left his sons to put in a crop and returned to Ohio, 
and entered 3000 acres of land in Vance township upon his coming hack the 
next season. Charles Rice was one of the newcomers to Vermilion Co~lnty in 
1835. H e  settled in Vermilion Grove and was a prominent farmer, and when 
he died had a fine property to give his heirs. William R. Richards is another 
prominent farmer of Vermilion County who came in 1835. H e  was a young 
man of twenty-six when he came. His father and mother came a t  the same 
time, but they did not live for many years. Mr. Richarcls made a fine farm, 
to  which he added more land, and lived on it the remainder of his days. His 
farm was in Georgetown township. William Sheets came in 1835 to Danville 
township, where he and his brother-in-law built a mill, afterward known as the 
Kyger mill. They carried on this mill for nine years. H e  sold the mill and 
went on his farm, where he remained for seven years, when he bought an in- 
terest in the mill again and went back to the same, living there for two years. 
During his two years a t  the mill, he together with Thss. S. Morgan and Henry 
and Daniel Kyger, built the steam mill at Georgetown. However, he sold out 
his interest in the mill before it was run at all. Having no interest in the Kyger, 
nor the Georgetown mills, he went back to the farm and there remained until 
his death in August 1879. Mr. Sheets married Miss Elizabeth Kyger and they 
were the parents of six children. 

John Fletcher came to Vermilion Grove with his parents, himself a young 
man, in 1836, John Smith (Eng.), as he always signed his name, came to Ver- 
milion County in 1836 and was a conspicious citizen of Middlefork township 
all during the remainder of his life. Mr. Shepherd came to  Vermilion County 
in 1836 and settled in what was afterward Oakwood township. He built a mill 
on Salt Fork that cost $3,000, but died before it began to run. Henry Harbaugh. 
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who is the oldest man in Vermilion County, yet living, came into this section 
in 1836. H e  now lives with his children and grandchildren, at the advanced 
age of one hundred and six years. H e  is clear in his statements of early 
days, and tells how he came "down the Ohio and up the Wabash" as far as 
Perrysville, when he walked on t o  Danville, thence to Denmark and Higgins- 
ville, where he located and where he remained. Thos. B. Newlin came to Ver- 
milion County from Champaign County in 1835, having located in the latter, 
coming from Virginia some years earlier. He entered land in Catlin township 
and married a daughter of Stephen Griffith. George \V. Wolf of Catlin is one 
of the few early settlers who can tell the story of pioneer days from memory. 
His s t a y  of a farm in Tennessee where comfort and prosperity was to be had, 
exchanged for a piece of worthless land in the wilderness of Illinois in the 
early thirties, by his unsuspecting father who came with his wife and children 
to Vermilion County at that date, is oae of many. The little boy was but a 
baby and mtlch of the memory shows the suffering of the mother told in after 
years. Mr. Wolf's parents lived but a short time and his childhood was not 
a sheltered condition. He early had to make his way in the world, but he made 
it to some purpose, and now at seventy-eight, he is clear of brain, accurate, 
and trustworthy as authority on matters in the history of Vermilion County. 
Mr. Wolf has served the county as Supervisor and in other offices. He was 
among the last to work in the Salt Works, having been employed there when 
he was eighteen years old. In 1835, a charter was secured for the Chicago 
and Vincennes Railway, among the charter members being Gurdon S. Hub- 
bard, (who had moved to Chicago before this time), John H. Murphy, and I. 
R. Moores of Danville. The same year, a charter was secured from Quincy, 
to  the Indiana state line in the direction of LaFayette, via Springfield, Decatur 
and Danville, under the name of the North Cross Railroad. Robert Kirkpatrick 
built a mill on Stony Creek in 1835. I t  was a saw-mill. He ran i t  for some 
years, and then it was abandoned. The historic "Kyger's Mill" was built in 
1835. Mr. Hale, the first capitalist to come to  Vermilion County, built a mill 
in 1836. The year 1836 witnessed several changes in Vermilion County, a few 
of which are here recorded. The State Bank had been chartered in the previous 
year, and now Danville thought the demand for such an institution merited 
one being established here. The State Bank was patterned on that of the 
United States, and had various branches in different parts of the state. A 
charter was granted incorporating the Danville Academy, in 1836. 

Amos Williams built the mill on the Big Vermilion river long known as the 
cotton mill in 1836. The first steam saw-mill was built in this year. The grading 
of the North Cross railroad was done through Vance township in 1836. I t  was 
a part of the net-work of "Internal Improvements" which swamped the state 
a t  this time and were lost in the revulsion of the next year. A number of postal 
routes were established during that year. One went from Danville t o  Spring- 
field via Decatur. Another went from Danville to Ottawa. Yet another went 
to  Indianapolis via Danville (Ind.), Rockville, Montezuma and Newport. The 
western terminus of this line was Danville, Ill. Samuel Porter came from Mary- 
land to Vermilion County in 1826 and settled about a mile and a half east of 
Indianola, where he died in 1848. 
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Jesse Liggett came to Vermilion County .in 1836, ant1 located on eighty acres 
of land one mile northeast of Newton. Later he bought 160 acres and yet later 
added more land, until he owned 600 acres in this section. A part of this land 
was on Middle Fork, but the last purchase was on the prairie. Mr. 1,iggett had 
a mill in the bottoms of the !Middle Fork which supplied the neighborhood. H e  
lived on the timber farm until he bought the land on the prairie, after which he 
spent the remainder of his life on the new farin. Mr. Liggett's parents went 
from ITirgiuia to Ohio when that state had but just been transformed from a 
territory. H e  was but one year old at the time of the change of residence. 
He came to Illinois in 1836, so that his life w7as almost entirely spent in pioneer 
ways of living. H e  was a11 extensive breeder of cattle and swine and kept this 
industry up after his retiring to his Muncie home. His last years were spent in 
comfort in the home in Muncie. J l r .  Liggett was the father of eight children 
and at his death he left each of them forty and Inore acres of land. 

Of the inen who came to 1-erinilion C o ~ ~ n t y  to help it1 its tleveloplnent it 
must not be neglected to nlention one \\-lio did so much by strength and skill of 
trade as Mr. Tilton, who establishecl a brick kiln and at the same time worked 
at his other trade of b~~i lder .  lltl-~ong other ivork he built the dam across the 
Vermilion river for Amos IVilliams' mill. 

Dr. A. M. C. Hawes catne to Georgetown in March. 1836, and was an ex- 
tensive practitioner in that part of the country all the remaining years of his 
life. The year after his coming he married Miss \Vilmoth Walters. They were 
the parents of twelve children. 

William _I. Terrill came to Georgetown about this time, coming from Ohio. 
He was a good carpenter and his work was found in the early homes. 

Seneca Stearns came to Oakwood township, in Vermilion County, one mile 
northeast of Fithian in 1836. Mr. Stearns was born in Vermont, but had moved 
to Ohio, at which place 11e was married to  a girl of Ohio. He entered land 
which he itnproved and lived on until the death of the wife, after which Mr. 
Stearns lived with his children. E-Ie died in 1898. 

The next three years of the thirties witnessed the building of many mills. 
Early in the year 1837, the grading of the North Cross railroad was begun and 
was conlpteted from the Champaign County line east. This was done through 
the influence of Dr. Fithian, who was in the state legislature and foresaw the 
crash which was to  come when this work wo~lld be impossible. The Vermilion 
Rapids was platted and abatldonecl in the year 1837. 

Atnong the newcomers of 1838 and 1839 can be counted a numbel- of men 
who afterward were prominent in the affairs of the county. The list would in- 
clude John Cole, Wilson Burroughs, John Newlin, Abraham Sandusky, William 
Giddings, Mr. Menely and Henson Vinson, as well as Samuel G. Craig, John 
E. Cooper, Robert Mills, David Clapp, Thos. Church a t ~ d  otl~ers. 

Newtown was surveyed and laid off in 1838 by Cenj. Coddington from the 
southeast quarter of section 25, T. 20, R. 13. The lots were made three rods 
wide and six rods long; the alleys were one rod wide. Main street was to 
extend north and south four rods wide. High street extends east and west of 
the same width. The plat of the village was recorded June 15, 1838, and given 
under the hand of Owen West, county surveyor. The first man to locate in the 
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vicinity of this place was Stephen Griffitl~, but Mr. Griffith was not connected 
with the town. Mr. Coddington was the first to  build a dwelling and within a 
year Hezekiah Miner built the second. About this time Jonathan Harris put 
up the first store. William Reed, the first sheriff of Vermilion County, built a 
dwelling here in 1537. This town. \vhich was never much more than a cross 
road, had a prosperous life until the railroads brought their stations to compete 
with it. Its glory has departed so fa r  as being of any worth as a business point, 
but it is far from having the appearance of an abandoned town one would ex- 
pect to find. Its few (l\vellings, church and other buildings are kept painted and 
an air of being as self-respecting as any town pervades the little hamlet. 

Benjamin Stites, with his wife. came to Blo~int township in 1837. They set- 
tled a t  Rickard Corner. The next year they moved to a place two miles sor~th 
of ~ ~ y e r s r i l l e ,  and lived there until in 1857 they moved o i ~ t  of the county. 

John Cole. one of the most stlccessful of the many men who fo~tnd pros- 
perity in \iernlilion County, came in 1537 H e  first located on section 20 and 
30, in DanviHe ton-nship, ant1 in 1839 he went back to Vern~ont and brortght 
back a bride. Later he entered antl I ~ o t ~ g l ~ t  much land until he \\.as one of the 
largest land owners in the county. H e  hat1 his land in three farnls ancl the one 
on which he lived was anlong the best farms in the county. .\[I-. Cole \\as mar- 
ried three timcs. His first wife left him a daughter, who became the wife of 
14r. McKee and lived in Danville and \\-hose death was greatly mourned by a 
host of friencls. His second wife was the daughter of  Michael \Yeaver. and 
at lrer death she left one son. His thirtl wife was the mother of one child. a 
tla~~ghter.  Mr. Cole lived to an advanced age and died in 1910. 

Jesse L3urrouglis came to Vermilion County in 1839 from Dearborn County, 
Indiana, and settled on a farm near Catlin. They lived there a number of years 
and then changecl their residence to Fairmount. 1Tr. Rurroughs died there in 
18%. Hi.; \vife survived him !ess than a year. 

Abraham Sandusky (or Sodowsky) came to Vermilion County from Ken- 
tucky in 1837 He and his brother Isaac were the founders of the rlanle in this 
country which has .;toot1 for prosperity and success. H e  had five cllil(lre1: when 
he came to Illinois antl settled on land \vhich he made his homc a.: long as he 
lived. I t  \.\.a< on the Little 17ermilion and \\-as of great 1-aluc am1 ha. k e n  in- 
creased antl acldetl to by two generations until now the lantl ~v11ic.h r L  <till in 
possession of his heirs, and that which they have gained, covers a largc i)art ~i 
the southern part of the count!-. 

IVilliam Giddings was the only member of his father's family \vho came to 
-4rnerica. H e  crossed the ocean and came directly to \Termilion County in ~837.  
He was like nlost of the men \vllo came here, that is. not possei~erl nf n111c.h of 
the world's goods. Rut he had that which is better. n-1.1ich is a heart frill of hope 
ancl courage to win. I-Te 1)cgan at once working at his trade, that of journeyman- 
Soon with his savings he was able to buy his employer's business, and began the 
manufacture of wagons and plows. The plo~vs he first made ha(l wooden mold- 
boards. The woods were searched to find the giant +aped trees from which to 
make these boards. Later he made carriages, wagons and steel plo11--.z and made 
a fortune. He died in September. 1875. H e  left a family of eight children. 
His wife, who w a ~  born in the same place as he. died the year before he  did. 
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Her brother came with her from England, but they stopped in Massachusetts. 
John Rickart was a settler of Blount township who came in 1836 and went 

to about nine miles northwest of Danville. Mr. Rickart, with his family, came 
from Ohio in a covered wqgon and bought a tract of land of Mr. Skinner which 
had some improvements already made on it. He built his family a good house 
and was well fixed for the remainder of his life. 

Malichi Mendenhall came to Carroll township in 1838 and lived the re- 
mainder of his life there in peace and quiet. He  was a native of North Caro- 
lina, who spent some time in Ohio, where he was married and whence he came 
to Illinois. 

Mr. Allen Lewis came on foot all the way from his native state, New York, 
to Vermilion County in 1838. He  did not walk all the way, there being some 
fourteen miles where he rode. He took up ninety-seven acres on section 22, 
and stayed six months, when he went back to his old home and remained three 
years. During this time he married and in the specified time brought his young 
wife to his Illinois home. They came to Chicago by water and thence in a prai- 
rie schooner. They stopped at near Rossville for a time, perhaps four or five 
years, then rented a hotel where he entertained the traveling public on their 
way from illilford. It  was the first house of this kind in this section found to he 
of profit. Mr. Lewis filled the place as host for three or  four years. Meanwhile 
he entered land, but not thinking it of much value, he sold it for $4 or $5 per 
acre. Before there was a postoffice at Rossville Mr. Lewis was made the post- 
master at a small town called Rio. The income from this office frequently was 
but $1.25 per quarter or $5 or $6 per year. Mr. Lewis was the first posttnaster 
in this part of the county, and he held the office for about four years. Mr. 
Lewis assisted in the establishing of the first school and has a large part of his 
time been school treasurer. 

George Olmsted came to Vermilion County in 1839. Their son Stanley 
came with them. The father died two years after coming to this section. In 
coming west this family went down the Wabash river and up the Vermilion 
river, as far as Perrysville, thence going to what is now Batestown. They set- 
tled in that vicinity. The father, Stanley Olmsted, operated a saw-mill known 
as the Olmsted mill, and beside manufacturing lumber engaged in building flat- 
boats, that being the only mill where such boats were built, and the most of those 
used in this part of the country were built here. Mr. Olmsted was a member of 
the Masonic fraternity and a prominent and popular man in the community. 
When he died in 1848 it was considered a great loss to the county. 

In closing the list of newcomers to Vermilion County in the thirties it is with 
a regret that not more of them could be numbered therein. Many prominent 
early settlers have doubtless been omitted, for it would not be possible to name 
all. The connection is so close with the life of the next decade that many who 
are missed here will be found in the following pages, they having come a year 
or two after the time they were supposed to have come. This decade appears 
to have seen more people come into the north and west parts of the county than 
they did before. Even yet there are few in the extreme northern part, but 
these years have opened up the part of the county covered by Blount, Pilot and 
Middlefork townships. As the decade previous had witnessed the settlement of 
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the southeastern part and subsequent years opened the northern part the years 
of the thirties were the time of settlement of the central and eastern part of Ver- 
milion County. At their close all parts, excepting the north and northwestern 
and a small part of the western portions, of the county have been settIed. 
Cheap land is to be bought, but from individuals rather than from the govern- 
ment. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

MEN AND EVENTS FROM 1840 T O  1860 I N  VERMILION COUNTY. 

NEW COMERS I N  I ~ ~ ~ - - R E V .  ASHMORE'S W O R K - 4 .  L. DAVIS CAME TO VERMIEIOS 

COUNTY I N  1841-HENSON VINSON-NEW COMERS I N  1842 AND 1843-~011 w 
I.. TINCIIER-DR. SAMUEL H U M P H R E ~ P N E W  COMERS I N  1844 AND 1845- 
WILLIAM I. ALLEN-SAMUEL 11. VREDENBURGH, M. D.---OLIVE BRANCH LODGE 

ORGANIZED--FIRST BRASS BrZND--KEW COMERS I N  1846 AND I ~ ~ ~ - N E W  

COMERS I N  1848 :\XD I ~ ~ ~ - - - - D . \ N V I L L E  SEMINARY INCORPOR.\TED I N  185- 
CHAS. WOLVERTON-ODD FELLOWS' CI-IIZRTER-HIGGINSVILLE POST-OFFICE 

ESTABLISHED-VERMILION COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AND MECI-IANICAL i\SSO- 

CIATION-UNION SEMINARY ORGANIZED-NEW COMERS OF 1850. '51 AND '52- 
VERMILION COUNTY AGRICULTUR:\L SOCIETY-THOS. HOOPES-J. G.  ENGLISII- 

NEW COMERS I N  1853, '54 AND '55-NEW CITY CHARTER FOR DANVILLE- 

NEWELL HORSE COMPANY-IT. M. KIfiIB.\LL--4. C. DANIEL-Ri1Y3fOND W. H A S -  

FORD--CIIAS. W. KEESLEIZ--JAMES KNIGHT-JOHN BEARS--21. H. KIMBROUCH, 

M. D.-NEW COUSTY VOTED DOWN-NEW COMERS IN 1856, ' j7  AND '5%- 
FARMERS AND MECIIIINICS INSTTTUTJ3-VOTE O N  FORMING IWRD (.'OUNTY-NEW 

COMERS-JOHN S1DET.T.. 

As the period of pioneer clays passed the new comers differecf somewhat. 
Whereas in the Twenties and Thirties the population came from the south to 
a large extent, after that time there were many leaving the far Eastern states 
and New York who sought new homes in Vermilion County. The natural direc- 
tion of emigration is due west. The new Territory of Kentucky formed aftel- 
the close of the French and Indian War, (in spite of the edict of the King that 
all land west of the Alleghany mountains should be reserved as a hunting grounrl 
for the Indians), was an overflow from Virginia, and the Northwest Territory, 
which lay within the houncls north and west of the Ohio River, was largely peo- 
pled at first by those who, for some reason, desired to leave their old I~omes in 
Virginia, or  the Carolinas. The exception can be made in Ohio since conditions 
caused the northern past of  the state an attraction to settlement. Emigration 
from the northeastern states was attracted thither. 

But it was not until after the Indians were driven fro111 northern Illinois 
that this section was in a condition to attract settletnents. When northern Illi- 
nois was open to settlement, the people came from the East to that part of the 
state and some of these found their way to central Illinois as well. This brought 
a new element into this section. However, immigration was not stopped from 
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the south, although many went beyond the river t o  Missouri who might, a few 
years before, have been attracted to this part of Illinois. It has been a fact 
before noticed that the red man traveled from west to east, and from the north- 
west to the southeast, in seeking new locations. T h e  white man as conspiciously 
traveled from east to west with a tendency to northwest. -Among the new 
comers in 1840 there was a Inan whose birthplace was in New England, although 
his youth and early nlanhood were spent in Michigan and Indiana. This was 
Noah Hubbard, a name which has been familiar in Vermilion County for seventy 
years. He died but this last summer at the advanced age of ninety-six years. 
The youth and young manhood of Noah Hubhard was one of unusual influence 
~ n d  shows the confidence of the time when the Mormon faith was being fol- 
lowed in eastern Illinois and western Indiana. The  father of Soah Hubbard 
came to hfichigan when the son was five years old. H e  had been a farmer in 
l\lassachusetts, and ran a tlistillery and saw-mill. H e  lived in Michigan for two 
years and then decided to yo to Indiana whither he drove with an ox-team. 
while he sent his family on the river in a log canoe. IVhen he reached Ver- 
milion County, Indiana, he bought land anrl also a hempmill. Thic was the Fame 
year that Seynmur Treat .;ettled a t  the Vermilion Salt Spring<. and the year 
previous t o  the coming of James Rutler to  Butler's Point anrl l f r .  Johnson to 
[ohnson's Point. 

Here this family of  Huhhar(ls live(1 until 1835. when the father became in- 
terested in the faith of the Jlorrnon, antl ivent to  3Iissouri where they were 
established before they went to Savoo in Illinois. After two years the I fo r -  
lnons left Missouri and came to Navoo in Illinois and Mr. Huhhard went with 
them and remained with them as long as they remained in Savoo. IVhen the 
hlormons were driven f rom Illinois, Mr. Hubbard returned to his old farm in 
Vermilion County, Indiana. H e  was never satkfied. hon-ever. and lived there 
but two years when he anti his wife went on to  Salt Lake City to again live 
with the Mormons. They had but reached Council Bluffs when l f r .  Hubbard 
1)ec;une ill and rlietl. Tlie mother then came hack and lived with her c l l i ! (~re~~ 
Meanwhile the son. Soah ,  had left home several years before his father went 
to the hlormons, n.hen he ~ v a s  seventeen years old, and gone to Terre Haute. 
Indiana, where he worked in a t an-~ard  for four years. receiving his board and 
clothing for his service. IVhen his father went to the lIonnon3. Soah Hubbarri 
went back to the old l~omestead where he lived until 1840. when he  came to 
Vernlilion County, Jllinois. 

H e  crossetl the state line and located in Georgetown to~vnship at \vhat is now 
known as Hubbard's Ford on Rig \'ertnilion. This ford may have been gi\-e11 
that name because of Gt~rdon I-Iuhbard. There he became superintendent of a 
saw-mill at fifty cents pel- da!-, antl followed that ivork for six years. His nest  
move was to  what is knon-11 as the Sprouls' farrn on section 36. Georgetolvn 
township, where he bought the land and lived there until 1%;. .At that time he 
moved to the farm upon \vhich he lived until his death this last summer. Five 
years after he nloved into the county, Mr. Hubbard was married to Miss Cath- 
erine Ogden, who was the daughter of one o i  the early settlers of \-errnilion 
County. They became the parents of six children, all but one of whonl grew to 

maturity and had families o f  their own. Mr. Hubbard has been a ?rent factor 
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in the making of Vermilion County in the years of the latter half of the Nine- 
teenth Century. He cleared and improved his farms and made them second to 
none in the county. H e  was well and very favorably known. During the latter 
days of his life his home was known as one of the most attractive houses in the 
county. 

Mr. Valentine Payton came to Vermilion County in 1840 and settled first 
near where Muncie is now located. H e  was a shoe-maker by trade and also 
farmed his land. When the farming season was over he and his boys would 
spend their time in making shoes. Mr. Payton came from Clinton County, Ohio, 
going there from the locality known as Apple Pie Ridge in Virginia. Mr. Pay- 
ton was the father of ten children. These children and their children have been 
identified with affairs of the county for the last seventy-five years. 

Two or three of the children of Valentine Payton went to Danville ancl 
located. The children of these men are well known, among whom is hlr. Will 
Payton whose residence is on Logan Avenue. He  is a prominent citizen of 
Danville with money interest in the West and Arkansas. Mr. Valentine Payton 
and Mr. Isaac Payton, the one of Los AngeIes and the other of Spokane, are 
men of wealth along the Pacific Slope. Mr. Clark Payton lives in Chicago. 
These are the best known of the grandchildren. 

John McCarty came to Vermilion County in 1840 and located in Oakwootl 
township. He came from Ohio. Mr. McCarty was a well known citizen of 
this township for forty years. He  was both a constable and justice of the peace. 

Rev. James Ashinore came to Vermilion County and organized both the Mt. 
Vernon and the hlt. Pisgah churches in the year 1840. 

Oliver Lowndes Davis was one of the men who came to Vermilion Cotlnty 
in the early Forties from the East. He was a native of New York City, where 
his father was a shipping merchant. Oliver Davis attended school in his native 
city and afterward went to Hamilton Academy and yet later went to the academy 
in Cannandaigua, K. Y. After he was through school he went into the service 
of the American Fur Company ancl continued with this company until in 1841. 
when he determined to make the West his home ancl he came to lTermilion 
County and settled in Danville. He had always wanted to study law ancl ditl 
so at  this time. His subsequent history is such as to reckon hi111 among the dis- 
tinguished citizens of the county. 

George M. Hooton came to Vermilion County with his father in 1842 when 
but a lad of seven and has been a citizen ever since. llrhile a young man he ditl 
some farming, as most of the young men clicl, learned the trade of a carpenter 
and joiner at which he did some work, as well as teaching several terms of 
school. In 1876 the firm of Hankey and Hooton was formed and for many 
years it was a familiar one in Danville. After that firm ceased to exist Mr. 
Hooton did the same business under the name of Hooton & Son, which has con- 
tinued to this time. 

Francis D. Coburn, a native of New Hampshire, came to Illinois and located 
on a farm in Danville township. He had married the widow of Geo. Bocke, the 
son-in-law of Achilles Morgan, and after his residence in this county Mr. Mor- 
gan made his home with this daughter. Mr. Coburn died at his home on the 
farm in 1871. Mr. Coburn's son, George F., was a child of but two years when 
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he was brought to this county. Here on the farm he grew to manhood, working 
in the fields in the summers and teaching school in the winter months. H e  
began this teaching when he was nineteen years old and kept it up for five 
years. He later read law under Judge 0. L. Davis, and in 1867 was admitted 
to the Illinois bar. Mr. Coburn has practiced ever since in the courts of Dan- 
ville. 

(This brief sketch was written by a personal friend of Mr. Tincher soon 
after his death and no better tribute to this prominent man could be made now.) 

John L. Tincher was born in Kentucky in 1821. Eight years later his parents 
moved to Vermilion County, Indiana. When he was seventeen years old, he 
found himself an orphan, and he set to work to acquire an  education. He at- 
tended school for about three years in Coles County, Illinois, and then took 
service in the store of Jones & Culbertson at Xewport. In 1843 he came with 
J. &f. Culbertson to Danville. and was a clerk in his store until 1853, when the 
fir111 of Tincher & English was formed, first as merchants and afterward as 
bankers. The First National Bank stands as a monument of their united energy. 
labor and prudence. Mr. Tincher was elected a member of the lower house of 
the general assenubly of the state in 1864. In 1867 he was transferred to the 
senate, to membership in which he was re-elected in 1870. He was also 
in 1870 a member of the committee to revise the laws of the state. For many 
years Mr. Tincher's business affairs were very exacting, and in the later years 
of his life official trusts increased the demands upon his energies, and added to 
these were church and social obligations, in all, making the demands upon him 
very onerous; the increasing strain upon his mind and body may be supposed to 
have shortened his life. In 1845 Mr. Tincher united with the Methodist Epis- 
copal church and soon afterward was chosen to occupy a subordinate clerical 
relation to the church, which relation he maintained until his death. He was 
frequently called upon to preach. Though without classical education or technical 
theological training, he was a forcible, logical and acceptable preacher. It  would 
be impossible for  one not endowed with superior powers of nlind to meet the 
degree of success in business, in politics and in social life that attended Mr. 
Tincher. It  is not an extravagance of language to say that he lvas a gifted man. 

The Hon. John L. Tincher died at the Revere House. Springfield, Illinois, at  
half past sis o'clock, on Sunday evening the 17th of Decen~ber. 1871. His 
disease was pleuro-pneumonia. During the greater part of his life he had been 
in delicate health, and as far back as 1855 it was thought that his career \vould 
terminate in consumption. 

In the Summer of 1869 he was attacked by apoplexy, and thenceforward, 
he complained of cerebral irregularities. and was never without apprehensions 
of a return of apoplexy. At the time of 11is death hlr. Tincher was in Spring- 
field attending to his duties. as senator. By common consent hlr. Tincher \\-as 
recognized as the controlling spirit of the community. He made the poor man's 
cause his cause; he left no one to charge him with circumvention: he left no 
taint on his name and memory. 

Samuel A. Hu~nphrey, M. D.. was one of the early day physicians of l'er- 
milion County. being located in Danville. He  was jnst twenty-one when he 
came, being attracted thither on account of an uncle already located it1 the 
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I county. He came from Nelson County, Kentucky, a number of whose residents 

had already come to Vermilion County. Mr. Humphreys bought a farm on 
the Blue Grass prairie when he first came and lived there a year, when he took 
up the study of medicine and afterward went to Cincinnati at the Medical school 
there from which he was graduated in 1848. He returned to Danville and began 
his practice of medicine, at the same time establishing a drug store and a dry- 
goods store also. He kept up this threefold business as long as he lived, to a 

I 
profit. Dr. Humphrey married Miss Mary Milton, who also was born in Nel- 
son County, Kentucky, and had come to Vermilion County with her mother 
some time after her father's death and become the wife of John l'artlow. Dr. 
Humphrey was a nephew of the first wife of John Johns. an early pioneer in 
Blount township. 

John Johnston was born in Mason County, Kentucky, and moved to A d a m  
County, Ohio, in the latter part of the Twenties. He lived there until in 1844; 
he came on horseback to Vermilion County, Illinois, settling on the edge of the 
prairie, a mile and a half from the present site of Oakwood. While in Men- 
tucky he worked as a farm hand for eight dollars per month and he contimuetl 
to earn his living in that way until in 1850. when he secured three yoke sf oxen. 
which he used in breaking the priarie. That fall, with the old Virginia wagon 
filled with apples 11e started for Chicago, pecldling his fruit along the way. Tn 
1852 he went to Chicago with a team of horses and brought back a load o f  
shingles for a neighbor. He  hauled oats to Covington, where he sold them for 
ten cents per bushel. In the fall of 1852, Mr. Johnston married Mary Britting- 
ham, a daughter of A. W. and Matilda (Watson) Brittingham. 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnston began life in a primitive way. With the exception of 
a bedstead which her mother gave her, everything in the house was made by 
Mr. Johnston. He drove some wooden pins into the logs and placed some 
boards on the pins and there was a cupboard. All cooking was done in skil- 
lets or in kettles in the great fireplace and corn bread was balcetl ttpon a smooth 
board placed near the coals. 

Andrew H.  Kimbrough, RiZ. D.. was born in Hardin County, Kentucky, Feb- 
ruary 27, 1823. When yet a boy he was taken by his parer-~ts to Etlgar County. 
Illinois, where he received his education, as far as it went. He was determined 
to make the practice of medicine his work, so he entered the Jefferson Medical 
College, from which he was graduated in 1858. He  hat1 practiced some before 
he had finished his course of study in Paris, while yet he lived in Edgar County. 
The year he graduated he located in Georgetown, Vermilion County, and in 
1873 he came to Danville. He  practiced continuously and with favor until in 
I ~ I ,  on account of failing health, he retired from active practice. 

Dr. Kimbrough was a member of most all available associations and profes- 
sional societies. Dr. Kimbrough was very prominent in the Odd FeHows fra- 
ternity of which he had been a memlber fo'r more than fifty odd years. For 
sixteen years he was elected High Priest, and for many years he was a valued 
representative of the Knights of Honor. 
DT. Kimbrough married Miss Sarah Ashmore in 1847. She was the daugh- 

ter of Amos Ashmore of Clark County. Her uncle was the Rev. Ashmore, 
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whose name \%-as connected with the great religious work of the early days of 
Vermilion County. 

Dr. and Mrs. Kimbrough were both people of more than usual force of 
character, and were citizens of worth wherever they made their home. They 
were the parents of three children, two daughters and one son. The daughters 
are well known in church work and socially in the county, and the son is, after 
holding many offices, at present judge of the circuit court. Judge Kimbrough 
has been mayor of Danville for one term and nzinority representative in the state 
legislature for two terms. H e  married Miss Julia Tincher, daughter of John 
Tincher, and they became the parents of one child, a son, who died in childhood. 
Mrs. Kimbrough died in 1go8 and Mr. I<imbrough afterward married again. 

Joseph Bailey came from Essex County, l\iIassachusetts, direct to Vermilion 
County, Illinois, in 1845, when he was twenty-five years old. He settled in 
Georgetown, where his brother was postmaster. He became clerk in a small 
store there for which service he received six dollars per month. He clerked 
for three years. At the end of that time Alr. Bailey went into partnership with 
his brother under the firm name of W, E. 81 J. Bailey. 

A b u t  this time he married Miss Sarah rlnn Brachall, a daughter of Martin 
Brachall, an early settler of Vermilion County. Mrs. Eailey was born in Ver- 
milion County. After several years in this business Mr. Brachall went to In- 
dianola, where he formed a partnership with Mr. Sconce under the name of 
Bailey & Sconce, which firm dealt in general merchandise for three years, after 
which he bought a farm and remained on it for five years, meanwhile sutiering 
loss from fire which destroyed his home. He then returned to Danville, where 
his children could have the advantage of good schools. During this time he was 
associated with Mr. Hall in a lumber yard in Tt~scola, and also in Kansas City, 
Missouri, whither Mr. Hall removed. Mr. Bailey also dealt in land to a large 
extent, owning property in Kansas, Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, as well as Illi- 
nois and Indiana. Mr. Bailey made much profit in buying and selling land. 

In 1870 he became one of a conlpany that organized to build the Paris & 
Danville Railroad. But the company failed and sold the road to the Big F;our 
and more recently it has become the property of the New York Central system. 
R4r. Bailey's loss in this road was heavy. He lived retired in Georgetown until 
1888, when he went to Kansas City to make his home, but remained only a few 
months, when he returned to Danville on account of his wife's health. Here he 
remained until his death. Mr. Bailey was the father of four children, two sons 
and two daughters. 

William I. Allen, one of the prominent nien of Vermilion County, in the 
latter half of the nineteenth century, came from Ohio in 1 8 4 ,  and entered land 
in what is now the northwestern part of Hoopeston. It, at that time, however, 
was a tract of uncultivated land over \vhich deers, ~volves, prairie chickens and 
other wild creatures, had up to this time ~vanderetl undisturbed by man. There 
was not a tree or brush in sight, and the pioneer after building his cabin, fre- 
quently stood in his doorway and counted nunlbers of deer, sometimes as high 
as sixty in a herd. Mr. Allen was not married when he came here, but in 1848 
he  became the hasband of Miss Emily Newell, tlle daughter of William Newell. 
Ii'e broke his land and improved his farm, norking duling the summer months 
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and teaching schooI in the winter. Mr. Allen was a man of fine classical educa- 
tion. When he graduated from his eastern college he wrote a letter home in 
Latin, which the family yet have in their possession. Finally Mr. Allen sold out 
his land to Mr. Hoopes and himself settled six miles west, where East Lynn now 
stands. By entry and purchase he acquired 3,200 acres of land which was mostly 
devoted to grazing. H e  built three houses and made other improvements re- 
maining there until af ter  the breaking out of the Civil war. He  enlisted in the 
12th Illinois Infantry, which regiment was first ordered to Cairo and then to  
Paducah, Kentucky. After a little he was promoted to be the captain of his 
company, but became disabled for service and was returned home. He went 
back to his farm but in a few months bought 500 acres in the vicinity of Ross- 
ville. A few years after he sold out again and returned to the northern part 
of East Lynn. This town was located on a part of the old farm when the rail- 
road came through later. 

In  1884 Mr. Allen moved to Cherry County, Nebraska, but he lived here 
only four years, when he returned to  Hoopeston, where he spent the remainder 
of his days. Mr. Allen was the father of six children. One of them, Mr. Chas. 
Allen, has been a prominent citizen of Vermilion County, where he was born 
in 1851. Mr. Charles Allen has represented Vermilion County in the state legis- 
lature for many terms and been a conspicuous member of each session. His 
home has always been in Hoopeston. Mrs: William I. Allen was the daughter 
of James Newel1 and was born in Kentucky, in 1824, coming to Vermilion 
County with her parents when she was but a small child. Her  father was a 
prominent early settler, the township of Newel1 being named for him. The 
father of William Allen did not come to Illinois tot settle but remained in Indiana 
as long as he lived. 

Lawrence Allen, the grandson of Mr. William Allen and son of Hon. Charles 
Allen, is at present county judge of Vermilion County. He is a practicing at- 
torney located in Danville. Mr. Charles Allen m~arried Miss Mary Thonlpson, 
the daughter of L. hf. Thompson. They are the parents of two sons, John 
N. and Lawrence. . 

William Allen bears the distinction of being the first settler of the northern 
part of the county. 

Herald Catlett became a resident of Vermilion County in 1846, coming to 
near Fairmount in Vance township. Mr. Catlett was born in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, and was taken to Tuscumbia, Alabama, when two years old by his 
parents, who changed their residence at  that time. His father was not satisfied 
however, and in a few years he was found back in Virginia. There he remained 
until 1835, when he went on west to Ohio, and in 1846 he went on farther to 
Vermilion County, Illinois. Here he was a farmer until his death in 1861. 
He belonged to the Masonic fraternity, was a Baptist in religious faith, and a 
democrat. H e  was a man of charitable impulses, generous and benevolent. His 
wife survived him until 1871. They had a family of twelve children, six sons 
and six daughters. Three of these were prominent citizens of Vermlilion County 
-Virginia, who became the wife of Dr. Chas. Lamon, of Fairmount; Herald; 
and Hiram H., who has been a large dealer in hogs and cattle. His home is also 
in Vance township. 
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The deals of these two brothers were perhaps greater than of any other per- 
son in the county a t  that time. Mr. Catlett not only botlght and sold hogs and 
cattle but he became an  extensive stock raiser. H e  had excellent executive 
ability, and keen business force, carrying to  a successful termination anything 
he undertook. 

N r .  Catlett was not a politician, but was an earnest democrat. H e  never 
aspired to public office. H e  was a member of the Blaptist church froill a child 
and in which he served as deacon. 

Mr. Catlett died May I. 1902, and was buried in the Davis Cemetery in 
1-ance township. H e  was the father of four children all of whom grew to 
\vomanliood and n~anhood, except the third child who died in infancy. 

IV. C. Cowan was a valued citizen of TTermilion County, coning in 1846. 
I-Ie lived through his youth in Edgar County, his parents having come into Illi- 
nois from Indiana, wl~en he was about three years old. H e  was born in 1829 
ant1 while living in Edgar County, he was engaged helping his father in farin- 
ing and running a carding machine. When the fanlily came to l-ermilion County 
they located in Georgetown ant1 engaged in wool-carding. This particular mem- 
ber of the family lived with his parents learning the wagon-maker's trade and 
helping in the Inill until 1857, when he \vent to Sortkwest Sfissouri, where he 
had a carding-machine and also worked a t  carpentering. He stayed there but 
two years, however, and returned to Georgetown, where he worked a t  the car- 
penter's trade until 1862, when he opened a drug store. H e  was connected with 
the One I-Iundred and Twenty-fifth Reginlent for three months as sutler. Mr. 
Cowan married Miss Sara11 11. Tucker, of Indiana. and they became the parents 
of six children. 

Dr. Samuel H. Vredenburgh came to  Illinois in 1846 and began the practice 
of medicine at Newtown. H e  is one of the oldest living early settlers of the 
county, i f  it is permissable to call hiin an early settler. His menlory is good 
and he has inany interesting tales to tell of experiences of early day. No one 
comes so close to one as the practicing physician, and no one can paint more 
accurate pictures of conditions of living than the man who was the trusted and 
well loved family doctor. Dr. Vredenburgh was born in Indiana in 1820 and began 
life as a teacher but changed the profession wlien he was twenty-six years old, 
to that of medicine. H e  belonged to the old school of Allopatllic practice and 
had a large territory over \vhich he rode. Since he has retired from active 
practice lie has made his home in Danville. The Jlasonic order was established 
in Vermilion County in 1846. At that time Danville was but a small village 
of perhaps 500 or  600 inhabitants, with six or  eight stores. 

The Grand Lodge of the state of Illinois was organized in 1844 and that 
Olive Branch chapter should have come into being but six years later is a fact 
quite suggestive of the spirit of this locality. Olive Branch Lodge, No. 38. 
A. F. & A. M. is comparatively one of the ancient lodges of the state. The 
first WorshipfuI Master was W. E. Russell. John Payne was the first Senior 
Warden and John Thompson was the first Junior Warden. This order had a 
great growth fo r  forty o r  more years, and its influence was for good in the 
county. 
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1847 was the year that John Charles Black came to Vermilion County with 
his mother. He  was but a boy of eight years of age and he mlade Danville his 
home during his youth and y o ~ ~ n g  manhood. I t  was from Danville he went to 
college, and in Danville he lived after the war, in which he distinguished himself, 
was over. The subsequent career of General Rlack entitles him to a place in the 
list of distinguished citizens. 

Victor and Prosper LeSeure were men, protninent in the affairs of Vermil- 
ion County, coining sometinle in the Forties. Victor LeSeui-e first located in 
Georgetown, where he remained for a while and in 1849 moved to Danville, 
where he became one of the most prosperous merchants. It  was not, however. 
until after he had changed his residence to  Georgetown and then back to  Dan- 
ville in 1851 that he located permanently. In  1876 he entered the hardware 
business where he remained until his death. 

Mr. LeSeure marlied Caroline h'lcDonald, daughter of -4lexander Mc.- 
Donald, one of the prominent pioneers of Vermilion County. in 1849. They 
were the parents of five children, four daughters and one son. RIr. L.eSeure 
was mayor of the city of Danville and commissioner of highways three terms. 
He was connected with many enterprises of the county, being at one time sec- 
retary, treasurer ancl superintendent of the Danville Gas Light Company. Mr. 
LeSeure's wife died in the Seventies and he married Mrs. Mary RIcDonaltl 
(nee Smith). 

Mr. LeSeure's oldest daughter became the wife of Charles Yoemans, his 
next daughter becatne the wife of Mr. Palmer, and the third daughter became 
the wife of T. IV. Elliott. The youngest daughter, Callie, diet1 in childhootl. 
His son Frank LeSeure married the daughter of John Sidell, but died soon 
afterward when only thirty years old, leaving a little daughter. 

W. J. Reynolds, who was a musician corning fro111 a training it1 Boston, 
organized the first brass band in the state. in 1847. 1% reed band had been or- 
ganized the previous year. 

Mr. Reynolds maintained a band here for thirty years, except a short time 
when the men in his band were in the war. H e  devoted his time to teaching 
music, and during the war there were twenty bands of which he had been leader 
in the service. Mr. Reynolds organized and led the first choir in Danville. 

R. L. Porter, M. D., was a conspicuous man in Vermilion County during his 
lifetime. He  was born in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and came to Danville in 
1848. He was surely one of the successful men of the county. He had a large 
practice and his wife also belonged to the profession and while in Danville some- 
times did several thousand dollars of work in that line per year. Dr. Porter 
owned much land in the county, and was more or less eccentric as might be 
expected. When he felt his time to die was approaching, he asked some friend 
to take him out on his farm to a spot secluded but beautiful, which was formed 
in flat-iron shape by the two small streams of water flowing past. The spot was 
high and dry and it was there he wanted to be buried. Although away from any 
burial ground, his friends respected his wishes when he died and he lies in this 
spot away from both the living and the dead. 

A. J. Richardson was a new comer in 1848 and settled in Georgetown. He 
was born near Boston, spent his childhood in New Hampshire, and brought his 
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parents to Indiana, where he spent his active manhood, coming to Vermilion 
County when he was forty-three years old. 

While in New Hampshire he learned the shoemaker's trade anid took charge 
of the shop. After he came to Eugene, Indiana, he followed that trade but after 
he came into Vermilion County he spent his time as farmer and stock-raiser. 

Solomon Mosier came to Pilot township in 1848 and bought his home. He  
brought his family with him and was always known as a well posted man. The 
hiosier family has been a credit to him and has been looked up to as one of in- 
telligence, talent, and general information, in the neighborhood. Solomon Mo- 
sier died in 1871. 

Jesse Harris came to Illinois in 1848, and settled in Ross township. His 
son, a young man of twenty-one, came at the same time and worked in the employ 
of a farmer until election time when he went back to Ohio to cast his first vote 
which was given to Zachary Taylor. After he had voted he came back to Ver- 
milion County and soon had a farm rented and saved money to buy one, and, in 
time, acquired a good property. 

He served for twenty-seven consecutive years as school treasurer. 
John W. Goodwine came to Vermilion County in 1848, and settled in Blount 

township, where he bought 600 acres of good farm land. This he improved and . 
began stock feeding to a large extent. From time to time he would add to his 
land until he had 6,000 acres. He was a good feeder, and would buy and feed 
cattle selling each year from 300 to 500 head from the farms. He  had hogs to 
follow the cattle and from these sales he realized goodly sums. 

In 1898 he retired from the inore active labor of caring for his farms and 
retired to a hon~e in Potomac. In the many years residence in Vermilion County 
Mr. Goodwine saw the inlprovement go on until the great change has come, and 
where it was wild and unimproved country the farms are to the utmost stage 
of development. 

Rev. William H. Webster, D. D., came to Vermilion County in 1848 and is 
able to tell much of conditions in this section from that time to this. Rev. Web- 
ster came, an orphaned boy, with his sister who was a hiethodist preacher's 
wife. She died soon after coming to this county, and her husband went away 
soon afterward leaving the lad to make his own way. He was born in New 
York state in 1835, and came west in 1848, and was left to make his way when 
he  was fourteen years old. This he did by sawing \\rood, working in a livery 
barn, painting and in fact, doing anything he could find to do. H e  took care of 
fires for  a lumber kiln at the corner of Vermilion and Worth Streets, where the 
lllinois Printing Company is now located. Across the street south, the little old 
frame building of the Methodist church stood. Here church services were held 
on Sunday and during the week school was kept by Mr. Munsell. This school 
was the beginning of the Danville Seminary. At recess time the pupils of the 
school would come over to see the lad who was attending the fires and talking 
of their studies he determined to go to school. So it was the next fall he was 
enrolled as a pupil. He  worked nights and mornings and Saturdays to pay 
his expenses. Sometimes he had to stay out of school several weeks to get 
enough to pay his bills but he would go back and work harder than ever. In  
this way, working and going to school and teaching, he completed the course 
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of study in the Danville Seminary, the Asbury University of Indiana and the 
Ohio Wesleyan University, where he graduated in the classical course in 1859. 
He joined the Methodist church at  a camp meeting near Danville. He taught 
school at several places, among which the Seminary at Shelbyville is to be 
counted. While teaching there he was licensed to preach. In the winter of 
1858-g, he was appointed as assistant preacher on the circuit that embraced the 
northern part of Vermilion County. H e  preached in private houses, groves, 
barns, and in fact, any where a congregation could be drawn together. 

In 1859 he became a member of the Illinois conference and since that time 
his work has always been under the orders of that body. His salary for one 
year was ninety dollars out of which he was obliged to in part, at least, pay his 
board. For a time he taught school to pay his expenses as pastor of a church. 
Ke has served as pastor of the best churches in the conference and been given 
places of importance and trust. While he has been taken away from Vermilion 
County to fill these places, he has always had more or less interest in affairs 
of the section and owned property about. 

After his term as presiding elder of the Danville district ended he was ap- 
pointed to the work of the domestic Missionary society, which he had helped to 
organize. Other work of the conference has been given him, which permits hiin 
to remain in his home. He has been treasurer of the board of trustees of the 
conference. Mr. Webster married Miss Augusta Robinson, the daughter of 
William Robinson, and they are the parents of but one living child, John IV. 
Webster, an attorney of Danville. 

Mr. Snyder came from Ohio in 1849 and became a citizen of Pilot townsllip. 
His daughter afterward became the wife of Mr. Charles Keesler. who came 
to this township in 1858. 

Dr. C. V. Baldwin was a prominent dentist of Danville, where he located in 
1849, coming from Henry County, Indiana. He was but fifteen years old when 
he came with his parents to Vermilion County in 1849, and he lived here until 
in the eighties when he changed his residenck on account of poor health to Cali- 
fornia. Dr. Baldwin studied dentistry in 1866 and became skilled in the profes- 
sion and very popular. He is yet practicing the profession in Los Angeles, 
California. Dr. Baldwin's first wife was Miss iVilliams, the daughter of Amos 
Williams. She died not many years after they were married and his second \\life 
was 'Miss Pierce, of Indiana. 

M. Ganor has been a well known man in Danville for many years. He calne 
with his father from Long Island, where they had their home since coming from 
Ireland, in 1849. They made their journey from Chicago in wagons, hiring a 
man to bring them from Chicago to Danville for $15. Mr. Ganor had his farm 
in what is now northeast Danville and at one time was better known as 
Tinchertown. 

In 1849 John Lawrence came to Vermilion County and located in George- 
town. He was a mechanic and brought his family with him. His son W. R. 
Lawrence was better known in Vermilion County than was his father. He was 
but nine years old when his father came to Vermilion County, and located in 
Georgetown and he received his education at the Georgetown Seminary. In 
1862 he enlisted as private for three years and was promoted until he reached 
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the rank of First Lieutenant. I n  1864 he resigned and came back to Vermilion 
County. H e  -then went to Bloomington, where he began the study of law with 
Tipton and Benjamin, and in 1868 he was admitted to the bar. He went to  
Boonesville, Iowa, and began the practice of law, coming to Danville in 1873, 
where he located and rapidly rose in his profession. Mr. Lawrence lived in Dan- 
ville until he received the appointment which took him to Oklahoma where he 
has remained ever since. 

R. W. Cowan, druggist, of Georgetown, is the brother of W. C. Cowan, and 
came to Vermilion County at the same time with his father and the other inem- 
bers of the family. H e  enlisted in the Seventy-third Illinois Regiment, and was 
in the battle of Perrysville. H e  was discharged from the army because of ill 
health after six months and returning to  Georgetown engaged in the grocery 
business. H e  afterward tried all lines of mercantile work and at the last settled 
on the drug store. 

In  1850 the Dailville Seminary was incorporated under the provision of the 
law passed by the legislature of 1849, permitting citizens to be incorporaterl for 
the purpose of establishing institutions of learning. This school was the out- 
growth of the one taught in the Methodist church. which was tlle only institu- 
tion of learning where inore than primary studies could be taken. Il~ithout the 
later established public scl~ools there was no place nearer than tlle Georgeto\vn 
Seminary o r  the Vermilion Grove Academy. where the youth of this section 
could secure any training in books. This institution was handicapped from the 
first by being made denominational. The incorporators were tnany of them. 
ancl indeed in the majority, members of the Methodist church ant1 the articles 
of incorporation provided that a majority of the trustees should be from that 
church, and that the teachers should be appointed by its authority. Education 
and educational institutions to reach the highest results must recognize no linlits 
of church o r  politics. An independent school ~i~oultl  have been much better 
at that time since this drawing of the deno~ninational line engendered a strong- 
partisan spirit and when that creeps into anything young people have to (lo 
with there are bitter feelings aroused which (lo not so readily tlisappear. 'That 
this school was well conducted there is no doubt, yet much of the after division 
in the sentiment of those in b~lsiness and social lines may be traced back to the 
bitter quarrels among the children who went to sc11001 at that time and n.ere 
colllpelled to take sides in the church differences nrhich followetl. 

The board of trustees selected two acres of land just north of the \\.est entl 
of Main street as it was then. Upon his land the two-story building was put 11p. 
This building now faces Pine street, a little north of Main street. This s~-hool 
was the only institution of higher learning in Danville for a year. 

The Independent Order of Odd Fellows were granted a charter for their 
lodge in Danville, July 25, 1850. The charter nzembers were John L. Tinchel-. 
Samuel Frazier, J. B. Gilbert, Joshua Hollingsworth ancl H. J. C. Batch. 

The Higginsville postoffice was established in 1850. 
The Vermilion County Agricultural and Mechanical Xssociatio~l \\-as or- 

ganized in 1850. The first fair was held at Danville. and was where the Pres- 
byterian church now stands on the corner of North and Franklin streets. The 
officers were elected, the fair was held and the premiums awarded, all i11 the 
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same day. There was no gate fare charged and otlly $40 paid in prcmiu~ns. 
This amount must have been realized from the license charged to those who kept 
stands on the grounds. The second fair was held down on the bottoms near the 
"old red bridge." 

Abel Wolverton came to Vermilion County in 1850 and entered r6o acres 
of land being the N. E. one-fourth section 18, town 23, range 11. He soon 
bought 160 acres more and then increased this amount to 400 acres. The fol- 
lowing year his family came and occupied the land. In  the family was a son 
of fifteen, who was to be a strong factor in the developmetit of the northen! 
part of the county. Charles iVolverton learned the carpenter's trade before 
and during the war. He enlisted in Colnpany H, 70th Illinois Vol~~nteel-s. This 
regiment did duty most of  the time of their enlistment at Camp Butler, Spring- 
field, and at Alton. They did garrison duty a t  Alton and furnished numerous 
details for guarding prisoners. Mr. Wolverton rose to rank of Colonel. Since 
the war Mr. Wolverton has been conspicuous in business and politics. He is a 
republican. 

When Henry B. Kester was three years old he was taken by his parents fro111 
West Virginia to Morro~v County, Ohio, and \\.hen he was twenty-two years 
old he came to lrermilion County, Illinois. He 11ac1 his trade of carpenter 
before he caine and went directly to work in building. His work increased to 
such an extent that he employed many men to help him get out his contracts. 

Mr. Kester was married to a girl from his childhood home in 1853. I-Te 
continued working at Iiis trade until the Civil tvar broke out. Then he joined 
Company E, 14gth Illinois Regiment under the cointnand of Captain Laferty and 
Colonel W. C. Icifner. 

This company did garrison duty until the close of the war and at Dalton, 
Georgia, on the 27th of January, 1866, Mr. Kester was honorably discl~argecl. 
The rest of Mr. Kester's life has been spent in the filling of his duty, as an 
honest citizen. 

Mr. Abner Warner came to Vermilion County in 1850 ant1 herded cattle on 
the prairies. These he drove across the country to the Philadelphia markets. 
Later he located in Vermilion County and he died in Rossville in 1888. The 
two children of this family are well known, particularly the elder brother, 
Charles W. Warner. Charles Warner went with his parents from his birth- 
place to  near Crawfordsville, Indiana, and went to school there. He  then went 
into a printing office in Rossville, after which he taught school for awhile. 
When he had finished his last school he went into the office of the Hoopeston 
Chronicle, which at that time was owned by Dale Wallace. Here he remained 
for three years. Mr. Warner bought the Hoopeston Chronicle in 1882, since 
which time he has been editor and owner of the paper. He was appointed, or 
rather elected, because of the number of candidates, postmaster of Hoopeston 
in 1889 and has continued in office ever since, with the exception of Cleve- 
land's administration. 

Mr. Warner is recognized as the leader in the repttblican ranks in the north 
end of the county. His extensive political, business and social relations have 
given him a large acquaintance and he is favorably known. 
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John L. Stewart was a well esteemed citizen of Vermilion County for thirty 
years coming in 1851 and locating in Newel1 township on a tract of wild land, 
twelve miles northeast of Danville. He was a native of New York state, but 
spent his youth in Indiana. He lived on his 260 acres in Newel1 township until 
1879, when he sold and went west on account of poor health. He located on 
a farm in Oregon near Portland, but stayed only three years, when he re- 
turned and lived in Bismarck until he died in 1882. 

A. LeSeure came to Georgetown in 1851 and began selling groceries, the 
firm being LeSeure and Probst. This continued for two years when Mr. Probst 
sold out to  the other partner and Mr. LeSeure continued the business until in 
1861 he enlisted in the 7th Illinois Cavalry, and was in service until the close 
of the war. His regiment was in several battles. 

Steven Brothers was born in Ohio. H e  was trained to be a farmer and a 
blacksmith. He came to Vermilion County in 1855. coming first to Bloomfield 
and then to Danville, where he worked as a blacksmith. He has gone back to 
Ohio and also to New York and as well to Nebraska, but he has always come 
back to Illinois. Mr. Brothers was in Company I under Captain Vinson. He 
was second lieutenant. At the battle of Perrysville, he was knocked over with a 
ball but was not injured. 

John McFarland was known as one of the best farmers of Oakwood town- 
ship, while he lived. He came from Ohio, and married a Miss Oxford, in 
Perrysville, Indiana. They had four children. After Mrs. hIcFarland died 
he came to Illinois. In  1856 Mr. McFarland married the widow of Aaron Dal- 
bey. The McFarland farm was a landmark for many years, and even yet 
when it has changed hands, that farm is pointed out to strangers as the Mc- 
Farland farm. 

The Union Seminary was a joint stock company that was organized in 1851 
by citizens who were not members of the church which controlled the other in- 
stitution of learning. The trustees were L. T. Palmer, A. L). Sconce, S. G. 
Craig, Guy Merrill and Hamilton White. They secured good grounds in what 
was the north part of town and built a good building on it. The building was 
on the site of the Kimbrough home, at the corner of Vermilion and Seminary 
streets. There were about three acres around the building. 

The course of study a d  instruction of one school was about the same as that 
of the other, but it was impossible for the pupils to believe this and so the chil- 
dren wasted their emotions in bitterness of jealousy and there was at times war 
over the conditions of education in Danville. Llemories of discord have not 
yet left the hearts and brains of the men and women who were a part to all this 
strife in their childhood. 

In 1862 the common school system was adopted in Danville and that did 
away with these rivals and stopped the ill feeling. 

James H. Aliller so long the tax collector for the county was born in Vir- 
ginia, and came to Ohio in 1846 staying there for about six years, when he 
came to Vermilion County and located at Danville. He accumulated property 
and had by reason of his energy, honesty and good qualities, enjoyed the con- 
fidence of the community. For twenty years and more he held the office of 
tax collector and part of the time was also assessor of Danville township. 
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All the revenue derived from taxation passed through his hands. Mr. Miller 
was left an orphan when a small boy, and his sole income was seventy-five 
cents per week, he paying his own expenses out of this sum. When his latter 
life of comfort and ease is considered, together with the statement of his early 
privations, it seems a wonderful country which can help a boy to succeed in this 
way. Mr. Miller married a daughter of John Johns and was the father of two 
boys, one only of whom lived to manhood. 

In  1852 William Hess came to Vermilion County with his father's family, 
and settled at  Brooks Point. He lived with his parents until the death of his 
mother in 1854, after which he worked around on farms, going into Champaign 
County and farmed for himself for three years. In  1861 he married Miss 
Jane Clifton, who was born in this county. He left Champaign County and com- 
ing back to Vermilion settled near Georgetown, where he remained. 

John Cage came to Vermilion County when he was a young man of about 
twenty years old, coming in 1852 to take charge of the Denmark mlill. H e  mar- 
ried i\iIiss Kerr of the old home town in 1868, and rented the 3IcCarty farm in 
Georgetown township. He remained here for two years when he bought a farm 
of his own, which he improved and upon which he remained. 

The Vermilion County Agricultural Society was organized in 1852, at Dan- 
ville. After its first fair it located grounds at Catlin. Hon. J. H. Oakwood was 
from the first its most determined and energetic promoter. 

Thomas Hoopes, the founder of Hoopeston, came to Vermilion County in 
1853. H e  had made a success of living in Ohio and had a farm with all improve- 
ments to be desired in that state but he came to Illinois to look at the prospects 
of the country. It would seem thlat an eight hundred acre farm near Marion, 
Ohio, would have all the best possible conditions for any one, but it appears he 
was attracted to  the newer country and turned with interest, if not longing, 
toward the natural grazing lands of the prairies of the northern part of Ver- 
nilion County. 

That he was satisfied with conditions and the prairie called him with force, 
is indicated by the fact that he bought 480 acres of land from Mr. W. I. Allen 
on w'hich he  established his new home. This land lay northwest of the present 
site of Hoopeston, crowning a hill on the old Chicago road. As time passed Mr. 
Hoopes added to his land until he had seven or eight thousand acres. H e  became 
the most extensive stock raiser in this part of the country sending his product 
to the eastern markets, and spending his profits for more land. In July, 1871, 
the tracks of the C. & E. I. R. R. were laid across his farm and the year fol- 
lowing the Lake Erie & Western was running trains. Mr. Hoopes saw the op- 
portunity to build a town of importance at the crossing and at once had his 
farm platted and sold it for town lots. H e  later sold one thousand acres of his 
farm to the firm of Snell and Taylor, who platted it and sold it for town lots. 
After that Mr. Hoopes did not do much save to oversee his invested interests. 
He  traveled much in search of health for his wife. 1\4rs. Hoopes died in 1886 
and Mr. Hoopes survived her until 1893. 

Joseph G. English, who for years was one of the leading citizens of Dan- 
ville, came to Vermilion County in 1853. He came into the Wabash Valley with 
his father's family when he was but nine years old and made their home in 
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Perrysville, Indiana. H e  began earning his living when he was fourteen years 
old, going into the service of the firm of Taylor and Linton of La  Fayette, 
Indiana. He remained here for three years. He was employed to sweep out 
the store and do odd work about and on market days he had to get up by three 
01- four o'clock in the morning to get ready for the Dunkards who took advantage 
of the early hours to  do their marketing. His wage for such service was his 
board and clothing. But the discipline was good for him and besides the knowl- 
edge he gained of illercantile matters, he learned to control himself and acquired 
habits which stood him in good place in after years. After he had been with 
this firm for five years it failed and he went back to Perrysville, and secured 
a place in a general store, where he received a salary of forty dollars per month. 
Inside of three years he had saved four hundred dollars and he determined to  
settle down and marry. H e  married the daughter of Mr. Hicks, a pioneer of 
Perrysville, who had a fine property. In 1844 Mr. English went into partner- 
ship \vith his father-in-law, under the firm name of Hicks and English. Their 
stock consisted of everything possibly needed and they were always the market 
for any produce there was to  sell. This produce was shipped down the \Vabash 
river to the Ohio and then either to Cincinnati o r  on down the Ohio to the JIis- 
 iss sip pi to New Orleans. Since this produce was carried on flat boats many 
times Mr. English, as a young man, became one of the oarsmen. In 1853 Llr. 
English came to Danville, having sold out his store in Perrysville. He at once 
began a partnership with John L. Tincher, which was ended only by death. 
34s. Tincher had married a sister of hfr. English's wife, so they were bound 
hy other ties than those of business. 

This general store was a profitable venture but the firm was made the as- 
signees of the Stock Security Bank, a wild-cat institution, which was forced into 
bankruptcy in the panic of 1856-7. I t  was then that the general store of Tincher 
& E17iglish was disposed of and the entire attention of the firm was given to the 
bank. They gractually began transacting a brokerage and exchange business 
ivl~ich grew into a private bank. 

In  1363 the National Bank bill passed congress and these gentlemen sought 
a charter anid organized a national bank. Mr. English was made president of 
this bank and continued in that position until 1899. During these years hlr. 
English has been very active in the commercial and industrial life of Danville. 
He invested largely in land throughout the county and had much profit fro111 his 
real estate deals. Mrs. (Hicks) English died in 1863. having been the mother of 
seven children. In 1865 Mr. English married Mrs. Partlow, a widow with tivo 
children. By this wife Mr. English became the father of two children. only one 
of itrhom lived to grow to manhood. This second ~vife  died in 1886 and in 1899 
hfr. English again married, this time it was to Mary E. Forbes, the widow of 
Thomas Forbes, and daughter of Flrilliam Hessey, a pioneer of I'ermilion 
County. 

Mr. English was very prominent in the affairs of the Methodist Episcopal 
church and almost by his own effort organized the second church in Danville, 
better known as Kimber Methodist church. H e  lived retired the last years 
of his life, having met reverses in money matters and suffered failing health. 
h4r. English died in the spring of 1909. 
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Mr. A. G. Webster was a merchant in Danville for thirty odd years, coming 
in 1853 with a smalI stock of dry goods from La Fayette, Indiana. He  continued 
in*the dry goods business until 1856, when he sold out his stock and set up a 
grocery store. His birth place was St. Albans, Vermont. He  spent his life in 
Danville from 1853 to the time of his death which occurred itll about 1907. 

C. D. Henton came to Vermilion County in 1853 having spent his earlier 
life in Fountain County, Indiana. He located in Myersville, where he practiced 
his profession until 1872, when he came to Danville, where he remained as long 
as he lived. Dr. Henton married a Miss Gt~ndy, sister to Andrew and Francis 
Gundy. 

Asa H. Guy came to Vermilion County in 1853, and located in Georgetown. 
where he taught school. Mr. Guy was elected surveyor of Vermilion County by 
the republicans in 1855. This office he held, off and on for twenty-five or thirty 
years. He  has laid out and surveyed the villages of Fairmount, Catlin, a part of 
Hoopeston and as well Paxton and other towns. In 1862 Mr. Guy was ap- 
pointed assistant revenue assessor, which office he held until 1865. Mr. Guy 
was the father of seven children. His oldest son, Charles V. Guy was for many 
years superintendent of county schools, and afterward in Ihe abstract oflice. 
His younger son, J. Milton, M. D., has been a successful physician in Danville, 
whose practice extends throughout the county. Dr. Guy is one of the leading 
physicians of the city and it is right to say county as well. ITe is a progressive 
practitioner and ranks with the best. 

George A. Fox was closely identified with the local politics oi Oakwootl 
township. He came f rorn Pennsylvania in 1853 directly to I'ermilion Count)-. 
Illinois. The year following his conling to Oakwood township he bought 240 
acres of land, where he lived until his death. In the following November Rlr. 
Fox was married to Margaret Oakwoocl. the youngest daughter of Henry Oak- 
wood. They were the parents of six children, all of whom have taken their 
places in the world with credit. When he came to Vermilion County he drove 
a flock of sheep. 

Mr. Fox was elected justice of the peace in 1856 and served in that capacity 
until 1870. H e  was supervisor for four years. I3e was the first supervisor of 
Oakwood township. In Vance township he was assessor and collector for three 
years. He was school director for many years and as well was school trustee 
for three years. He was a member of the Methodist church for many years 
and was class leader for some time. 

Peter Byer the man with whom a pair of shoes is always associated. came 
from Germany. He stopped in Rochester on his way to learn something more 
about shoes. H e  then started for Vermilion County with the expectation of 
buying land. Before he could get there however, the bank in which he had his 
money failed as banks too often did in those days, and Mr. Ryer was penniless. 
Nothing remained for him then but to go to work with his trade of shoemaking. 
He  did this but did not have to depend upon such work for long, for as time 
passed he not only did not have to do the drudgery of shoe making hut he 
accumulated much valuable property. Mr. Byer had some difficulty befort: he 
died, but he was always well esteemed by his neighbors and when he died 
there were many to mourn the loss of the citizen whom everybody liked. 
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John McMahan came to Danville in 1854. He  followed his trade as a black- 
smith until about 1870. Squire McMahan was well known and well liked. 
He had a wide influence and died a well honored citizen of the community. In 
1869 he was elected mayor of Danville and in 1872 he was elected justice of the 
peace and police magistrate, both of which offices he held for many years. 

John Kilborn came to Danville in 1854 after a life of more than usual prefer- 
ment in Ohio. H e  was almost forty years old when he came to Illinois and was 
well able to take his place as a leader at once. He was intersted in land specula- 
tion and gave his entire time to this. 

Mr. Kilborn built and improved the house long known as the Hooton place, 
and in 1862 moved on his farm in Danville township. 

In 1854 Jacob Yapp moved his harness and trunk factory from Cuba, New 
York, to Georgetown, Illinois, under the firm name of Yapp & Co. This firm 
continued one year when Mr. Yapp bought out the business and formed a part- 
nership with James Jackson, which continued until Mr. Jackson's death, when 
Mr. Yapp took sole charge of it until 1861. H e  then gave it up and gave all 
his attention to the hotel business, which he had opened three years before. 
He  also ran the hack line from Danville to Paris, also having charge of the 
mail route. In  1864 he was elected justice of the peace; in 1868 he became a 
hardware merchant. 

James H. Phillips, who has probably resided in Danville longer than any 
other person not a native of the state of Illinois, was born in Sussex County, 
Delaware, September 22, 1832. In 1850 just as he was about to enter Delaware 
College from the preparatory school at Newark, Mr. Phillips, by reason of an 
unfortunate venture in a cargo of coffee bought in Rio de Janeiro by the super- 
cargo of a barque belonging to his father, was compelled to give up all hope 
of a collegiate education, and return home and to  work. Four years thereafter, 
through the kindly influence of Levin T. Palmer, now deceased, and the loan 
of twenty-five dollars, by a friend, in his native town, Mr. Phillips, after a f i ~ e  
days' journey from Baltimore, Maryland, by rail, canal and stage coach, arrived 
at Danville, November 20, 1854, and at once entered the en~ploy of Tincher 
& English, as their bookkeeper. On the night of his arrival in Danville accom- 
panied by Mr. Palmer, Mr. Phillips called at the store and before leaving, air. 
Tincher said, "Do you wish to go to work in the morning, or look around the 
town?" The reply promptly came: "I want to begin my duties at once." I n  
May, 1840, Mr. Phillips was appointed agent for Danville of the Home Fire 
Insurance Company of New York, and he enjoys the enviable distinction of 
being in one business the longest continuous number of years of any business 
man in the city, if not in the entire state of Illinois. The Danville agency is 
712 and its con~pany now has probably 15,000 agencies. The Home Insurance 
Company, was, at  that time, only seven years old. 

Mr. Phillips has a silver and also a gold medal from the Home, denoting 
twenty-five and afterward fifty years of continuous scrvice as local agent. 
There are no other gold medals of that company in Illinois, and only five in the 
entire United States. Mr. Phillips also enjoys the distinction of being the long- 
est continuous Building and Loan Association manager in Danville and doubt- 
less in the entire state. His career in that branch of his business dates from 
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November, 1873, and he only resigned the office of secretary of the Danville 
Building Association, in favor of his son Samuel Frazier Phillips, in January, 
19x0. Mr. Phillips was made a Mason in 1856 by William E. Russell, then 
Master of Olive Branch lodge in this city. By reason of the death of Mr. 
Russell, Mr. Phillips by special dispensation of the Grand Master of Masons 
in this state, was elected Master of Olive Branch lodge, having never been 
elected a Warden. This was in 1858. Mr. Phillips doubtless enjoys the dis- 
tinction of being the oldest living Past Master Mason in Illinois, whose first 
election as Master of a lodge dates as early as 1858. During the Civil War  and 
after the office of Internal Revenue Collector Eighth Congressional District, 
comprising the counties of Vermilion, Iroquois, Ford, Champaign, Piatt, Macon, 
Moultrie, Cumberland, Douglas, Coles and Edgar was located in this city, Mr. 
Phillips was Deputy Collector, under W. T. Cunningham, collector. 

Soon after the I 5th of April, 1865, Mr. Phillips, as well as other elllployees 
of the U. S. government wore by order of the con~missioner of Internal Revenue, 
a band of black crepe on the left arm for thirty days in commemoration of the 
death of President Lincoln. 

November 24, 1859, Mr. Phillips was married to Miss Angeline, daughter 
of Captain Samuel Frazier. T o  that union were born the following named 
children : Annie Laurie, Jennie Louisa, Edwin Frazier, Frank Chipman, 1-eona, 
Florence Josephine, Samuel Frazier, and Corinne Angeline. November 27. 
~gog ,  these highly esteemed people celebrated the close of fifty years of wedded 
life surrounded by their children, fourteen grandchildren, and two hundred 
friends, many of t l~em of the long ago. Mr. Phillips at this date, December 
3, 1910, enjoys robust health, and spends from six to eight hours daily in the 
Insurance and Building Association office of Phillips, Snapp & Espencheid, of 
which firm he is yet an active member. 

Joseph M. Satterthwait was another of the new comers of 1854. H e  settled 
on a farm near Rossville in Vermilion County. He was the third postmaster of 
Rossville. 

In 1862 he moved into Indiana and settled near Indianapolis, where he re- 
mained for ten years when he returned to Illinois and settled at Hoopeston. 
where he lived tip to the time of his death on September 21, 1877. Mr. Satter- 
thwait left four daughters, all of whom were settled in hoines of their own. He 
lived a strict member of the Society of Friends. 

W. R. Nesbitt came to Vern~ilion County in 1855. ant1 starting ntith little 
of this world's goods he accumulated a good farm. He has been engaged in the 
fruit culture to a greater extent than any other man of recent years. Mr. Nes- 
bitt has been prominent in the Holiness movement of the county, which ha< 
resulted in the establishment of the institution of learning located at Georgetown. 

Asa M. Bushnell, the Bismarck merchant and moneyed Inan of Vermil io~~ 
County, came with his parents to Vermilion County while yet a small boy in 
about 1855. They first settled in Newel1 township, but after a few years moved 
back to  Cook County, returning to lTerrnilion County in a few years when they 
settled in Rossville. In  1873 he began his career as a merchant. H e  afterward 
went t o  Bismarck, where he was subsequently postmaster and in a general 
merchandise store in partnership with Mr. Francis M. Gundy. 
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Mr. Spencer N. Monroe opened a jewelry store in a small frame house on 
the southwest corner of the plaza in 1855. From here he went to No. 67 West 
blain street. Here he remained as a fixture of the street, others coming and 
going around him, but his store was the same for  many years, until his death. 

Peter Walsl~, another well known citizen of Danville, came in this same 
year of 1855. He came from New Yorlc city, an orphan seeking friends. H e  
enlisted in the Union army in 1861 and served three years doing good service. 
He was in Company K, Thirty-seventh Illinois Volunteers. After the close 
of the war he studied law, attending the law school at Ann Arbor, 3lichigan, 
and was admitted to the bar in 1867. While studying he was in the office of 
Mark Hawes. hfr. Walsh was popular and held several offices of trust. H e  
was city attorney, for five terms and states attorney for the county. 

Danville had a new city charter in 1855- 
The Newel1 Horse Coinpany was organized in 1853 and held its first quar- 

terly meeting in October of that year. This company was composed of many 
of the best citizens of Newel1 township. The earliest records have been de- 
stroyed. The object and purpose of this organization are expressed in the 
preamble to the constitution as follows: "to shield us from the depredations of 
horse-thieves, counterfeiters, and swindlers, and to afford mt~tual assistance in 
reclainzing stolen horses ancl in apprehending thieves.'' 

Up to this time there had been much trouble in this part of the county 011 ac- 
count of horse-thieves-a man's property was always in peril. Just over in In- 
diana there was a nest of horse-thieves who combined counterfeiting with this 
other breaking of the law. A combination against them was imperative. T o  
this end John Deck, Sr., George Lucky and a few other Inen who had suffered 
from them and vainly had urged other men to organize sollle means of protec- 
tion, made a compact, pledging themselves to assist to protect one another. Soon 
others were attracted to the compact and when the nunlber reached twenty-five, an 
organization was effected at a meeting at the Navoo schoolhouse. a constitu- 
tion and by-laws was adopted and officers elected. This body grew in number 
and efficiency until it became a standing menace to the depredators and a val- 
uable protection to the law-abiding citizens of the community. Counterfeiting 
presses were captured, stolen property was recovered. ancl horse-thieves and 
counterfeiters ferreted o t ~ t  and apprehended. The gang which infested this 
country was broken up and one of their number was so thoroughly overawed 
(his name was Lane) that whenever he was asked for information he gave it so 
cotnpletely as to convict his associates. H e  afterwards moved to another county 
where he and his son became notorious as counterfeiters and thieves and were, 
both of them, killed. One case of summary execution is on record of the early 
days of this organization. A horse had been stolen; the thief was overtaken 
at Beaver Lake, and he was about to escape. Abiah Lucky could not bear to see 
him get away so he snatched a fowling piece from the hands of a gamester 
among the crowd and commanded a halt on the part of the Inan pursued. This 
demand was not heeded and Mr. Lucky shot him on the spot, killing him 
instantly. 

The meeting places of this organization were at the Navoo schoolhouse at 
first and later at the Rutledge schoolhouse and yet later at the Smith school- 
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house. This organization was one of forty-eight similar ones, all belonging to 
the Wabash general association of detective companies. These companies saved 
property and life at  a time when nothing else could do so. 

J. E. Tuttle became a resident of Vermilion County in 1856, locating at 
Myersville. H e  began the study of medicine with Dr. Henton there, in 1862, 
and three years later became a graduate of Rush Medical College. He re- 
turned to Vermilion County and began practice at  Blue Grass. Here he re- 
mained until 1869 when 'he \vent to Myersville, practiciilg there until 1874- 
when he went to Danville, where he lived the rest of his life. 

H. 31. Kimball was one of the men who came from New England and made 
his home in Vermilion County. He  was a native of New Hampshire spending 
the early part of his life in that state. H e  canle to the middle states and did 
some consti-t~ction work on the railroads in 1856. A great part of this was the 
stone piers and abutments of the Wabash railroad at DanvilIe. He located 
here and superintended that work and when it was complete, he established 
the first marble works at  Danville. He later went into the grocery business and 
yet later kept a furniture store. He accumulated much property and later in 
life retired and enjoyed his last years without work. Mr. Kimball died in 1907 
leaving his wife and one daughter, who had become the wife of W. R. JeweI1. 
Jr. Another new comer in 1856 was Mr. J. H. Palmer, who made Danville his 
home, coming from New York. These two men came from the east and several 
came to the county from the South, among whom was J. P. Cloyd, coming from 
Tennessee. H e  taught school for six years, when he read medicine and attencletl 
lectures at  Rush Medical College, graduating and settling at Georgetown, where 
he practiced his profession ever since. He married Miss Hannah Golclen, a 
native of Vermilion County. 

Joseph McClure came to Vermilion County, a miller and ground the first 
grist in the Henderson and Kyger mill. He  later was with the firin of M. M. 
Wright. 

Mr. A. C. Daniel was one of the most prominent Inen in Verrnilio~l County 
for many years. He was identified with the coal interests of the section dur- 
ing its most prosperous period more conspic~~ously than any other man unless, 
perhaps, Michael Kelley. 

Mr. Daniel was born in Roxbury, New York, in 1835, and was a young 
man of twenty-two, when he came to Illinois, locating in Danville. His entire 
possessions at that time was an extra suit of clothing and $2.50 in money. 

The coal mine attracted him from the first, and he worked in every depart- 
ment so that his knowledge of the coal interests was practical to the extreme. 
Mr. Daniel accumulated wealth and died not only a rich but a very influential 
man. He married the daughter of L. T. Palmer. 

Raymond W. Hanford was a popular citizen of Danville, as lawyer, editor 
and politician. H e  came to Danville in 1856 and was a poor boy. He was 
born in Ohio. He was obliged to leave home when but fifteen years old to 
learn the printer's trade. He studied law under the instruction of J. M. Les- 
ley, after he came to Danville, and was admitted to the bar in 1859. He  re- 
sponded to the first call for troops from the government, enlisting for 
three months, and when the term of service was over he reenlisted for 
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tliree years. H e  remained with his regiment during all this time, returning 
in 1864 to Danville and went into partnership with H. W. Beckwith in the 
practice of law. H e  was elected county judge in 1868 and Ileld that office for 
more than ten years. 

William Afann, the merchant, callle from Philadelphia, about this time, lo- 
cating in Danville. In 1861 he enlisted in the T ~ ~ e l f t l i  Illinois Volunteer Infan- 
try, Company C .  first for three tnonths, and after the term was ended he re- 
enlisted for the remainder of the service. He was in the army until the close 
(of the war when he returned and again became a merchant with a line of 
dry goods, remaining in this business the remainder of his life. 

in  a857 Abraham Gerna~id settled in nanville and for a year and a half 
Ivas in the lumber business. In  the spring of 1859 he bought 320 acres of land 
two miles north of Rossville and later added to this farm until the farm became 
one of value. 

john 1-eemon caille to  this county ill 1857, locating on a a acre farm of 
unimproved Ic21ld near Mr. Hoopes in the northern part of Verlniliotl County. 
I-Ie lived here alone, improving his farim and boarding at Mr. Hoopes. 

J o l ~ n  Beard has been a conspicuous citizen of Vermilion Couilty during the 
years he ha3 resided here. H e  came here when but a boy, and as soon as he 
had reached the years that warranted it he became a merchant giving his at- 
tention to the grocery trade. Growing ever of more and more influence, Mr. 
Beard had the community donlinated and turning his attention to politics, he 
was before long the leader of his party. It was through the influence of Mr. 
Heard that the democratic party grew in power and Danville became a demo- 
cratic town. RIr. Beard was a shrewd politician and had a faculty of turning 
the desires of tnen his way. H e  possessed all the characteristics of a successful 
politician and held the city of Danville in his power for years. Only poor health 
and a t  last complete failure of strength weakened his power. H e  has become a 
cr xifirmed invalid. 

1,eonard Myers came to Vermilion County in 1555, and began dealing in 
qtock, having a farm. This he kept up for about five years 1i7hen he moved to  
Danvillle ant1 began the butchering trade. At the same time he continued buy- 
ing and selling stock, horses being the particular line he illost favored. H e  
shipped marly carloads to the east. He was more than a decade in the office 
of marshal of the city of Danville and was a very well known citizen of this 
community, 

Mr. Myers was very well liked by every one and the police department of 
the city was apparently his permanent care. Mr. Myers spent his remaining life 
in Danville after he located here. 

Joseph Shipner came to Danville in 1858 and hardly became settled before 
he entered the army as volunteer. Mr. Shipner was in the service during the 
war and upon his return he became superintendent of RIr. Bowers' mill. 

After filling this position for eleven years he and his son formed a partner- 
ship and became merchants, taking the line of groceries. 

T. H. Myers, the express agent, was very popular because of his suave man- 
ners notwithstanding he had but minority influence in his politics. Mr. Myers 
came froin Virginia and located in Danville a t  a time when southern ideas and 
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institutions were not at all popular with the majority of people. Mr. Myers 
opened a grocery store when he first came to Danville and later became the agent 
for the U. S.  Express company and yet later of the American Express company. 

Fred Buy is yet a grocer who came in 1858. He had been but one year's 
distance from Prussia, when he came and worked for five years in the Danville 
Woolen mills. He then began clerking in a dry goods store where he remained 
for a year, then went into the grocery store of E. B. Martin & Company. His 
experience as clerk taught him the business and he has had a grocery store of his 
own for these last years, where he has made a comfortable living. 

Harry Raimer is now starting to change his residence which has for thirty- 
two years been in Danville, Illinois. He came here in 1858 ancl has resided here 
continuously, ever since. He was a tailor and has for more than a quarter of 
a century made clothing for many of the men of Danville and vicinity. Mr. 
Raimer leaves this winter, with his wife for the Pacific slope t a  make his home. 
His one daughter lives in Oregon, and his son lives in Danville. Mr. Raimer 
married Miss Caroline Payton, granddaughter of Mr. Valentine Payton, Sr. 

Bryon Haggard was a favorite merchant in the sixties and early seventies 
in Danville. He  was residing in LaFayette, Indiana, when in 1858 he was 
offered a position in the store of Mr. Moore at  Danville, which he accepted 
arriving in his new home in 1858. Mr. Moore sold out in a few years and Mr. 
Haggard went into partnership with Mr. Miller. The firm of Miller & Hag- 
gard confined their line to boots and shoes and continued until 1861, when they 
were burned out. But they were plucky and rented a small store room and put 
in a new stock of boots and shoes, which increased and when after a short 
time Mr. Miller went out of the firm, Mr. Hagagrd continued the business as 
long as he lived. Mr. Haggard died in 1872, leaving a family of for~r daughters 
as well as his wife. 

Charles Keesler came to Vermilion County in 1858 and established his new 
home in Pilot township. He yet lives there a retired farmer of means. His son 
has been prominent in politics and he himself was for some time the chairman 
of the board of supervisors. 

James Knight came to Danville in 1858, being interested in work for the 
Wabash railroad. He was conductor for a number of years and finally located 
in Danville, being station agent for that raiIroad. Later he was interested in 
the boot and shoe business and then in buying and selling real estate, but he gave 
up all business for several years before his death. In 1860 Mr. Knight married 
Miss Elizabeth Probst, and they were the parents of three children, one son and 
two daughters. Mr. Knight died in 1900. In 1558 James Hoover came to the 
eastern edge of Vermilion county, where he located in Stateline. He there was 
in the building trade and remained there until 1871, when he changed his resi- 
dence to Ross township, where he had a farm of 160 acres, upon which he lived 
and which he improved until he retired to Alvin in 1899. 

Among the new comers of 1859, one in particular is to be counted, who was 
a man well known at home and away during the years of rapid development of 
Vermilion County in the seventies and eighties and indeed until his death. 
So prominent a citizen was he that he has been chosen as a distinguished citizen 
and will be considered in the chapter devoted to them. 
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Dr. J. M. Wilkin began his career as a practitioner in Vermilion County, in 
1859, settling in Conkeytown. There he remained until 1863 when he went to 
Fairmount, where he resided until 1880, when he moved to Kansas. H e  made 
several moves after this and returned to Fairmount in 1901 and again took up 
his practice in Vermilion County. 
N. A. Kimball became a resident of Vermilion County in 1859. His home 

was in New Hampshire, and he came to work for Colonel Chandler, who needed 
some one to act as weigh-master in the coal mines. H e  worked at this for 
some time and then for three years was farming, after which he engaged in 
various enterprises until in 1872 he formed a partnership with Chas. W. Mor- 
rison, and went into the furniture trade. They did business together for  two 
years and Mr. Kimball sold out and four months later took the stock of coffins 
and from that time on carried on a business of selling coffins. H e  kept up  
this business until his death. 

The Farmers and Mechanics Institute was organized in 1859 and held an- 
nual fairs for many years there afterward. Their grounds were adjacent to 
the limits of Danville as it was at that time, on the north, now of Seminary 
Street. 

There were sixteen acres bought and laid out and the fairs were for  a time 
popular and profitable. A good showing of blooded stock was always to be 
found there and many mechanical displays made a crowd always to be found. 
The first officers were president, L. T. Dickason; vice president. James Knight; 
secretary, W. M. Bandy; assistant secretary, W. S. McCenathen; treasurer, 
V. LeSeure. 

While the vote to form a new county which catlle before the town meeting in 
1857 was voted down, by a big majority, the proposition to  erect the county 
of Ford in 1859, met an enthusiastic support. 

This same year the question was up before the people, whether to continue 
township organization and was overwhelmingly in favor of continuance. 

The greatest land sale ever known in eastern Illinois and western Indiana 
was conducted by John Sidell. 

John Sidell was living in the northern part of Eclgar County until in 1860 
\\;hen he began his operations in Vermilion County. H e  canle into this county 
and, using borrowed money, bought up the land which up t o  this time had 
been owned by small farmers. These small farms he combined and bought yet 
Inore and more land. At last he had reached the amount of G,om acres. Mr. 
Sidell was not yet a rich land owner because lie did not yet own any consid- 
erable extent unhindered by any debt. That fact occasioned the great sale. 
Mr. Sidell spared no trouble nor expense, for the sale was to be the most esten- 
sive ever had in the cottnty, and it was to be the chance for him to keep the re- 
mainder of the six thousand acres. 

John Sidell's father died when he was but eight years old and he was obliged 
to make his own way early in life. His home uras in Ohio and when he mas 
nineteen years old he went on horseback through Illinois and Iowa, looking for  
something to do better than he could find in Ohio. Not being satisfied with 
what he found he went back to Ohio and engaged to cut cordwood at thirty- 
three and a third cents per cord. When he went west he was getting the sum 
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of twelve dollars per month. This was small wages for hard work but he stuck 
to it until he found sonlething better. 

When Mr. Sidell came to Illinois he settled not far from Paris in Edgar 
County and grazed cattle until he could buy some for himself. He  was some- 
thing of a carpenter but was determined to find some means of speedily making 
money. He rode across Illinois and Iowa, crossing Illinois nine times on horse- 
back. H e  traveled through Texas, being in that state before it was one of the 
states of the United States. Sam Houston was the great sovereign of that 
country at  that time, and John Sidell built him a house. At  last Mr. Sidell 
looked upon the land of southern Vermilion County to covet it and he went 
to work on a great land deal. Borrowing money to make the purchase, he wen1 
into the farms of what is now Sidell township and bought them as far as he 
could, paying the price asked for whatever he could. It is said to this day that 
he was stopped only by the determination of Mr. Sconce, who in his t u r i ~  had 
already transformed the small farms into his fine farm, to keep the land. A 
record of an old collector's book seen the other day is to the effect that the 
farms in the southern part of the county were all small, of perhaps eighty or 
even less acres. Early settlers had spent a limited sum in entering land and 
then he sold to those coming afterward in yet smaller parts. All these small 
farms were objects of Mr. Sidell's desire and he accumulated seven thousand 
acres before he sold out any. Mr. Sidell's money came quickly when he had 
bought western cattle on these fertile fields made ever more fertile by their 
presence. H e  sold off his land to the amount he needed to carry him over and 
secure the land he desired to save. Mr. Sidell went into politics and was elected 
to the legislature. He was a Inan of strong personality and very generous im- 
pulses. He  was liberal in giving to advance the enterprises he thought for the 
good of the public welfare. H e  was instrumental in taking the C. & E. I. R. R. 
to Sidell and freely donated the right of way. People had confidence in him 
and business men invested their money there. 

Mr. Sidell was a natural promoter and at one time himself chartered a train 
and ran it free from Columbus, Ohio, to Sidell, Vermilioil County, for the 
benefit of people who wanted to make their homes in the west. Sidell was laid 
out in 1884 and Mr. Sidell lived to see its marvelous growth, but not to carry 
out any possible plans he had for its future. H e  died in the early days of rm 
and was buried with the honors of the Masonic order. 
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